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1 His division in the Count's fattiily re- 
quires that we should leave him for a 
while, in order to accompany the two 
travellers, who left Geselbach after mid- 
day : the weather being warm they did 
not proceed very fast, which made it 
rather late befoxe they reached Herls- 
sard, where they partook of a cold dinner; 
so that it was nearly dark before they 
entered the fortified and religious town 
ofSl.Gal 

While Robert looked after the horses, 
seeing they werewell taken care of, Philip 
went to the monastery^ where, on riqging 
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a bell at the outer gate, an aged porter 
made bis appearance, and in a very civil 
mannei" enquired bis business. 

*' I would speak tö father Ansei mo.*' 

" You cannot see bim now/ he is at 
^Tespers ; but if you will bave the good- 
ness to sit down a few minutes, I will 
send for bim in proper time." 

A grand cborus w^s heard, äccom- 
panied by an organ, whose solemn notes, 
added to the venerable appearance of 
the sfnucture,inspired Philip with peculiar 
awe. He listened with attention, and 
in bis inind almost wished to become an 
inmate with the religious choristers ; 
whose whole time he doubted not was 
devoted to the adoration of their great 
Creator, and to those works of charity 
and benevolence in which he delights. 

After a short pause, the mu sie was 
again heard swelling in all the majesty of 
fjacred harmony. 

Ah! they are now chaunting the 
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ifunc Dimiitis ; father Anselmo, who is 
one of ihe best' men liVing, will soon be 
at leisure. Good Anselmo ! his eyes 
are always up to heaven. in prayer, or 
humbled to th^ dust; unkss indeed vfhen 
he is employed in the good offices of 
our holy brotherhood. Ah ! the num-^ 
ber of souls he has saved ! But when 
you see him, yo^ will judge for yourself. 
I wjil just speäk to my brother who at- 
tends the inner gate, by which father 
Anselmo must pass in his^ way to i\\% 
cloister, and be back in a moment," 

The porter went to communicate the 
message, and returned immediately. 

" Why you are in high luck, for it 
was onlythis morning the good father 
returned from some visitations on tiv^hicb 
he was Sent. He has made e:Ktraor- 
dinary haste^ and^ in my opinion^ has f%- 
tigued himself too much ; but there's no 
keeping him in bounds pa such occasion«. 
Lack-arday ! I d^^t kiiow wbat at. Gal 
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would do if be were tö die ; and, you 
know, we are all mortal.'* 

The inner gate opened, and an aged 
monk clothed in black, whose appear- 
ance at once inspired Philip vvith rever- 
ence, came forth. It was not sufficient- 
ly light to distinguish his features until 
he häd approached elose to. Philip, who, 
while the monk was advancing, was busy 
in untying tlie twine which was around 
the parehment that contained both bis 
teert ificate, and the letter froni the Cheva- 
lier. 

Philip lost no time in presenting the 
letter, and it being too dark to read the 
superscription, the porter brought a little 
lamp from his lodge. The monk at the 
same time was advancing towards the 
light: his back was towards thd gate, 
"at which Philip stood uncovered. 

There appeared a great change in the 

mannet of the monk as he read the letter; 

^ he was considerably agitated, but being 
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eager to know whether tlie person who 
brought it was going back toGeselbacb,he 
turned to inquire, when the light striking 
füll upon his face, Philip, with a sudden 
Start, exclaimed^ ^* The Dominicanr' 

The iponk was surprised at the excla- 
mation, but appearing on a sudden to re« 
cognize'the attendant of the Count, he 
darted through'the inner gate which 
stood partly open, and in a moment dis- 
appeared. y 

No sooner had the monk entereA the 
inonastery than Philip heard the lock 
turn. He then judged it prudent tp 
withdraw^ intending to call in the morn- 
ing for an answer ; to which purport he 
left a mesäage. 

*•" Ah! now t hat's just his way : when 
he has done a good action he can't bear 
to be tdd of it :. he Is a good soul. I do 
Tiot know what St. Gal would do without 
himi" 
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Philip went back to the inn, torment- 
ed in . bis way by a thousand contrary 
opintons: bis features and manner were 
so cbanged, that Robert feit extreme 
concern, thinking he was ÜJ : however, 
he Said nothing until sopper was ready, 
wben the youth insisted bn bis sitting at 
table. 

By degrees the circumstance which 
had taken place at the mona3tery was 
disciosied, but without in the least touch- 
ing on the real name of the reputed 
Raymond ; nevörtheless Robert, who had 
heard many stränge stories about the in- 
habitants of the monastery, found suffi- 
eicnt to excite bis curiosity, and to in- 
duce bis making some inquiries of the 
landlord, who was a Lut heran. 

At the first question stated to bim, the 
host shewed a disinclination to entering 
at all upon the subject ; but being press* 
ed to an answer, he shut the door of the 
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apartment, and in a whisper asked ^' If 
the gentleman had any business at the 
monastery ?'' 

Thinking no härm could arise from 
the disclofiure, Philip in brieftorms ex- 
plained all that had happened ; and coii-* 
cluded with saying he sliould go accord- 
ing to his promise in the morning för an 
answer. 

The landlprd went out, and, after look- 
ing around, to ascertain that no one was 
in a Situation to overhear, he proceeded 
thus. 

*^ Gentlemen, it is fortunate that your 
return is expected, for it may tend to 
your safety. But you^must not trust en- 
tirely to that chance; get your supper, 
and take a few hours rest, but be sure ^o 
leave St. Gal before the monks go to 
matins ; your horses Khall be in readiness« 
My life is in your liands : I confide in 
your secrecy I*' 

Haying given them this warni&g he 
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withdr€W; they beckoned to him to sit 
down — they entreated him to stay one 
moment. He put his finger to his lipg, 
and hastilv quitted the apartm^nt. 

*• Thisis Strange !" said Robert, with 
* -a look of surprise. 

Philip thoiight so too ; but as he was 
then endeavouring to connect the various 
occurrences he had seen, though to Utile 
purpose, he made no answer. 

Notwithstanding they could not ac- 
count for such exträordinary conduct in 
the monk, they agreed that it was rather 
suspicious, and determined not to negleet 
the landlord's advice, to whom havmg 
paid the ampunt of his bill they retired 
to bed; he repeating in an einphatic 
manner that " they might depend on 
being called at three o'clock, wheti they 
would find their horses in readiness." 

They were awakened early in the 
morning by the landlord himself, who, 
without calling any of his people> had 
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saddled tlieir horses. They were soon 
dressed, and, having mounted, were led out 
by a bacl^ way, through a narrow lane, 
into the great road leading to Constanze. 

The innkeeper, however, did not ac-^ 
Company them beyoud hisöwn premises; 
they followed the directions he had given 
as to their.course^ while he, with a caur 
tious Step, returned to his bed. 

Philip 's mind was not at-ease, though 
on the score of his own personal safety 
not so mach as a suspicion ever obtruded 
itself ; but when he weighed the insinua- 
tions of the innkeeper, who he doubted 
not had the best of information on the 
subji^t of the overgrown influence of the 
monastics at St. Gal, and compared the 
abrupt conduct of the Dominican, toge- 
ther with the very singular circumstances 
under which his ci-devant captain then 
appeared, a kind of mutiny arose in the 
reteran's mind as to the propriety of re- 
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taimng so curious, and perhaps so mis- 
chievous, a secret. 

** The Chevalier was a brave man,** 
said Philip to himself, as he trotted along, 
a few paces in the rear of Robert, whose 
juvenile ardour urged him to rather more 
speed thaii was altogether suitable to his 
companion's soliloquy : — ** he was a brave 
man, and was respected in the regiment, 
and I ever foiind him kind and indulgent ! 
Perhaps misfortune has driven him to 
this desperate course: the best may 
beoome vicious hy a faniiliarity with the 
votaries of pleasure ; and, possibly, the 
Chevalier, having disgraced himself at the 
gambling table, and feeling himself an 
exile from every branch of respectable 
Association, in a ifnoment when reason 
has been expelled by want has joined 
that execrable horde of marauders wbo 
lay the adjacent country under con- 
tribution." 
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Philip reasonedlike a philosopher, and 
would have made but an indifferent ma* 
gistrate on such an occasion : he was 
attached to the Chevalier by that most 
generous principle, v^hich actuätes hhn 
wha saves a life at the. hazard . of his 
own, to continue his good Offices to* 
wards his fallen friend. 

After they had travelled about an hour, 
Robert suggested the expediency of ap- 
peasing certain cravings which the morn- 
ing air and the exercise had engender- 
ed in his stomach: he proposed halting 
at a neat little half-way house, which 
offered a comfortable repa^t to the bun- 
gry travellers. They accordingly alight- 
ed, and sat down to a breakfast such as$ 
evinced the simple mode of living among 
the inhabitanits of the Turgaw. 

While they were thus employed, a 
boat was seen proceeding down the lake 
of Constance, fuU in their view, and 
distant about a mile. She seemed to be 
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crowded with passengers, and thereap- 
peared to be great exertion made to gether 
forward. About a mile behind were seen 
»everal other boats, as if in pursuit. 

The landlord exultingly exclaimed, 
" Aye, they will have e ven this boat, I 
Warrant !'* 

" Gentlemen, we «hall, I hope, get rid 
of this nest of villains, this daring gang 
of Raymond's : I see the militia are after 
them, and if they can bat come up with 
the villains before they get into the 
Rhine— " 

cc W'hy before ^they get into the 
Rhine?'* said- Robert j " surely they 
can follow wherever the robbers can 
lead!'' 

*' No> sir," ansWered the host; ^^ the 
boat you see yonder, in which is a part 
of Raymond*s gang, that doubtlesjs have 
fiot been out for nothing, i^s oli a pecu- 
liar construction : she sails and rows 
beyond all comparison, as you see, and 
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is adapted to tlie various Channels which 
fall into^ that rapid river ; so that when 
once the villains get within the wilder- 
nesses which skirt all the way to Feldkirk, 
it is next to impossible they should be 
taken^ for the gang is so nunierous, and 
so weH provided, even with artillery, that 
no party has ever yet been able to pe- 
netrate into the forests sufficiently to 
ascertain where "the principal haunt is 
situated." 

" Surely," sald Philip, " a body of 
regulars under an entoiprising and able 
officer would solve the doubt, by bring- 
ing in the whole of the bandittii*' 

« I should thifik," added Robert, 
** that the militia inust be preferable, 
as they would be better acquainted v^ith 
the country j and being rather actuated 
by honour and zeal, than mercenaries 
^ver cart^be — 


>> 


Robertos eye at this moment crossed 
upon JPhilip*s countenance, in which 
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« 

both honouT and zeal were so strongly 

delineated, that the youth feit the con- 

' tradiction too forcibly to be able to pro- 

9 

ceed: — he stammered, he hesitated, he 

stopt. — His cheeks glowed, his eyes be- 

came uusteady, and he was completely 

agitated. 

'* Gracious heaven!'* thought he, 

** how could I forget the presence, the 

modesty, the merits of my disabied com*- 

panion !" 

Philip perceived what passed in the 
•youth's mind, and would have changed 
the subject, considering himself as the 
aggressor ; but the landlord, who possess- 
ed a certain degree of veneration for the 
independence of his native country, and 
who had a brother in the Constaiice mi- 
litia, could not let pass the opportunity 
of-expressing his entire reliance on the 
success of the attack then made on the 
marauders. - 

" They eannot possibly escape the mi- 
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litia," Said he, with an air of exultation; 
•' they are sure to be overtaken ; see, the 
pursuers get on very rapidlyi" 

" They do, "said Phil i p, very coolly," but 
not so rapidly as those they pursue !'* 

^^ By heavens, they are aground !" said 
the hosty " it is all over with them ; now 
we shall see their heads oii the spikes at 

Constance ! " 

■ 

Philip looked at Robert, who joined in 
the pleasure feit by the innkeeper. " ** Th6 
birdsarenöt yet in the cage," said the 
old soldier; ** and I think they are mak- 
ing such exertions as cännot fail to gei 
them clear of the impediment : I see they 
have all jumped overboard, and are striv- 
ingto push the vessel off.— See, there she 
floats ! — Look, they have bawied homethe 
sheats of their sail, and are again at their 
oars !" >«, 

" Diahkr exclaimed the host. 

" What a pity !" said Rpbert* 

** I dare say they are gallant fellows/' 
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rejoiaed Philip, " and, to say the truth, 
though I doiibt not they all deserve to be 
hanged';, I feel a certain pleasure in seeing 
them escape.*' 

** You. cannot be a Swiss!" said the 
pablican. 

" He is a Frenchman !" Said Robert. 

" C'est possibkr replied the host, wh© 
did not think mucb of bis guest's prin- 
ciples after such a declaration. 

The bill was paid, and they set ofF at 
a round pace, Philip having first lighted 
his pipe, his head füll of reflection, and 
his heart füll of comihiseration for the 
possible fate of the party whose exer- 
tions he had witnessed. They had not 
proceeded above a mile, when the road> 
leading over an eminence, gave them an 
opportunity of seeirig the boats that went 
in pu^it returning, by signal from their 
Commander, towards Constance. 

Philip smiled; his countenance beam* 
ed with delight. Robert feit for the 
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honour of the militia, and the blush of 
wounded pride mounted to his cheek. 

The Veteran contented himself with 
the implied validity of his position: 
he did not utter a word in the way of 
exultation; but Robert observed, that 
the Corbiers battalion would not have 
let them off so cheap. 

Philip took his pipe from his mouth, 
and^ with a shake of his head, which 
might be substituted for whole volumes 
of criticism, very gravely4observed, " In- 
deed, Mr. Robert, I have a good opinion 
of your Corps, becäuse I have a good 'opi- 
nion of you; and I should hopeyou would 
not remain in one that did not abound 
with all the good qualities of the military 
profession. But, though the bricks may 
be good, the house may be bad; either 
from want of a good plan, or of a skil- 
ful architect. So may a battalion be 
couiposed of excellent, brave youths^ 
while the want of experienced com- 
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maiiders^ or of a due attention to all the 
internal regulations, might subject the 
Corps to not only disgrace^ but to total 
annibilation in the moment of contest." 

" I should prefer death to diah^nour» 
Philip I" 

" I don't doub't it, Mr. Robert, but 
you might have the misfprtune to suffer 
both, without affording the smallest 
pretext for accusing yourself, or your 
gallant comrades, of any unsoldierlike 
deficieucy. Your high sense of honour» 
your military ardour, and your youthful 
impatience, call to my mind a thousand 
instauces where bodies of the finest fei* 
lows in the world, lads who— in short* 
' lads like yourself, who gloried in the ai;* 
duous clash of bayonets^ have been sa^ 
crificed either by the ignorance /6i tbair 
leaders, or by the want of that cool sub« 
Ordination which resulta^ from a confi* 
dence in the Commander» and from the 
experieoce of farmer struggles/' 
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Robert insensibly had raised bis crest, 
and feit all the force of Philipps remarks ;. ' 
yet he doubted whether the Corbiers in- 
fantry coaM have failed in the pbject 
which had given rise to the canversa»^ 
tion. 

" But> Philip, recoUect tbe pride of an 
independent corps ; of one forriied by the 
association of men of honour — '* 

*^ And, on the other hand^" rejdined 
tbe Veteran, " call to-~mind' that the re- 
gulars have either a character to main- 
tain, as is the case with all old regi-* 
ments ; or one to gain, if it be a nevr 
levy: consider, that the military profes« 
sion, whereyer found, rests on the basis 
of individual conduct and of collective 
reputation; that though, as you say^ 
they are mercenaries, yet that the first 
men in the kingdom are to be found on 
the- rolls^ each expeeting promotioa 
and favour according to bis merits; and 
that the samQ honour. and professional 
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pride which actuate the volunteers, are 
mseparably annexed tö the whole body 
of regulars, from whom the former take 
their motiong, in those as well as in all 
other points. I have, however, always 
consideried it both impolitic» and unjuat» 
tiiat mutual depreciation should ever be 
expressed. The soldier» in whatever 
class he may be found, should be che- 
rished and commended, so long as his 
private character and the r^putation of 
his regioient remain unsuUied." 

They were now approaching fast to- 
wards the busy and patriotic city uf 
Constance, which seemed to sit with 
majestic consciousness on the edge of 
that «beautifui lake through which the 
waters of the Rhme bend their conrse. 

To Robert the sight was new ; but to 
Philip the recollection of that spot where 
his beloved .partner had breathed her last, 
and from which his daughter had so lately 
absented herseif, gave many a heart-rend« _ 
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ing pang, and caused an obvious dejec- 
tion* 

He looked with diffident emotipn over 
the well-known scene, and as the bridge 
presented itself to bis view, an involun- 
tary sigh escaped from bis bosom, and 
attracted the attention of Robert. 

Seeing the tear prominent upon either 
eye, and that a strong tint of melancholy 
reigned on the veteran's features, the 
youth weuld willingly have condoled^ 
with bim ; but an entire ignorance as to 
the cause, and an unwillingness to en- 
quire into it, made bim refrain from any 
question, lest he should touch a chord un- 
attuned to mental harmony. 

Philip drew forth the portrait of his 
little Annette, jkissed it, and, returning 
it to his pocket, feit J:bat kind of relief 
which seemed a triumph in. behalf of his 
fortitude .' all would probably have gone 
well, and the command over his passions 
would have been completed, had not 
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Robert, with the view to change the sub- 
ject in favour of bis aged companion's 
feeiings, enquired what ancient veperable 
building stood at the other end of the 
bridge? 

It was the chapel , of St. Bernard, in 
the cemetery of which Philip had depo- 
sited the remains of his beloved wife. 
In that chapel he had heard the requiem, 
whose solemn notes seemed again to 
vibrate on bis ear. He again imagined 
himself assisting at the last sad dutjes, 
and again saw the object of his afFection 
consigned to the ultimate receptacle of mor- 
tal frailty. The querulous hymn, which 
recommended her departed soul to the 
mercy of the universal judge, faintly 
e^hoed on the organs of memory ; while 
the glad chorüs, which seemed to an- 
nounce her participation of heavenly 
bliss, again resounded in all the swell of 
sacred enthusiasm. 

He was lost in the melaneholy enjoy- 
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meiit of the renovated sorrow, and, re- 
gardless of every other circumstance, 
eagerly uncased the portrait of his dear 
little Annette: with a mind füll of 
äffection, benevolence, and religion, he 
pressed it to his Ups; while the streams 
from his eyes seemed to flow in compe- 
tition, and to urge their way towards 
the object of parental delight. 

Robert contemplated the veteran's 
extacy of.suffering, with silent admira- 
tion. He was grieved to find his ques- 
tion the cause of so unforeseen an effect, 
and prudently refrained from asking any 
further questions; fearful of adding to the 
distress of his worthy companion. 

Philip freely indulged his grief, and 
by degrees feit himself relieved from the 
agitation into which the sight of th^ 
chapel of St. Bernard häd thrown hijn; 
he put up the portrait, and having wiped 
bis eyes, drew forth bis snuff-box, and 
gradually changing the subject of his. 
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meditations, as he viewed the lid, qon- 
soied himself with the reflection, that not 
even his royal benefactor was exempt 
from the ficklenei§^s of fortune, or the 
certainty of fate. 

As they entered the town^ Robert en- 
quiredfor the best inn; Philip said they 
should be best accommodated at the 
Cheoal Blanc, " ßut," added he, " it is 
in the suburbs of St. Bernard, and my 
memory would be too busy in present- 
ing to my imagination a thousand parti- 
culars, which I ought not to allow a mo- 
inent's possession of my mind; therefore, 
with your leave, we will put up at the 
Guillaume Teil, which being near to my 
daughter's late dwelling in the Square, 
would be a convenience to me In obtain- 
hig information as to her present resi- 
derice. " 

The proposal was immediately adopt- 
ed; and, while their dinner was preparipg, 
the two travellers agreed to walk forth 
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1n search of the respective objectsof their 
solicitude. 

Robert took a parcel from bis valise, and 
accompanied Philip to the Square^ ivhere 
the eyes of the latter were soon attract- 
ed by the dwelling in whifh he had left 
his Annette under the Charge of her aunt» 

As they appröached its portal, the 
veteran's countenance underwent a thou- 
sand changes. His letter having been 
returned was a severe blow; and the vici- 
nity of that habitation iiv which it ought 
to haye been delivered, pressed upon his 
heart, and n^arly subdued his manly foD»^' 
titude. 

Despondency was not, however, .bis 
failing, and hope now and then seemed 
to illumipe his eyes, calming the sug- 
gestions artsing from the disappointmeut 
he had experienced. ^ 

The door opened, and a slight glimpse 
presented to his eager vision the figure of 
a person, strongly resembling his sister« 
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in-law; but the form was so emaciated, 
and the features «fo tinged witb a deep 
shade of melan^lioly, giving a stHl mcwe 
sombre cast to the ravages of thne, that 
the good Philip's mind was agitated 
betweeii hope and fear. 

He was rejotced to think it might be 
the curate^s widow; while, on.theotlier 
bänd^ he trembled for the explanation of 
her apparent dejection, and the return öf 
his letter. ' 

The door was about to be closed, when 
it was again more widely opened to allow 
tfie egress of a man, who evidently ap- 
pertained to that class which subsist bj 
the preparation öf the tleceased for the 
fnneral rttes ; while within were seen 
others, whose appearances confirmed the 
snspicion which now.had gained fall pos- 
session of Philip's thoughts. 

He stopt suddenly, and, after consider- 
aWe emotion, with dMSculty uttered a 
deep, liollow groan, which seemed to 


A ÄOMAkCl:. . 27 

proceed not from aheart in the füll and 
vigorous exercise of ks functions, but 
overcome by long endured griefs, and 
tben rent hy the force of insupportable 
ariguish. 

Robert Support ed bis compamon^ who^ 
hotwithstanding bis intrepidity as a sei« 
dier> was a Very woman in the moment 
of domestic calamity. The youth having 
understood that Annette was absent from 
Cbnstance, little thought that anxiety for 
her immediate safety was the cause of 
so sudden a changej but, seeing Philip's 
eyeä rivetted to the house which he had, 
on entering the square, pointed out as her 
abode/concluded the recoUection of past 
scenes, and the regret of not seeing bis 
family, had disturbed the veteran's mind^ 
and pvercome bis faculties. 

The latter^ however, gradually recover- 
ed^.aad as the cold dew, which had super* 
vened u^on bis brow, gave place to the 
restoration of genial warmtb^he proceed- 
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ed in silent dejectiön to the door, wliiob, 
before his arrival at its threshold, had 
been slowly and cautiously closed. 

" Philip endeavoured to open the door 
hy lifting the lateh, but it was fastened 
within : he tapped with his finger; the 
bolt was gently withdrawn, and the faded 
vi sage of the curate's widow appeared füll 
befdre him. 

The good woman screamed, and feil 
senseless, whUe the light dimmed upon 
the moistened eyes of the Veteran, who , 
with the utmost difficnlty rcaclied the 
large high-backed chair in which the 
widow was daily wont to repose after 
dinner. 

For a few seconds he was completely 
lost in that State which nature kindly in- 
terposes for the relief of minds surcharg- 
ed with sorrow; while Robert began to 
suspect he had been mistaken as to the 
cause of the good man*s sufferings, and 
his tender feelings being excited^ he soon 
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feit that his own dieposition could boast 
but little more firmness than even poor 
Phiüp's had shewn. 

After that Submission which nature had 
exactedfrom the parent's heart was amply 
paid, and that the returning circulation 
had began to restore him to the use of 
his senses, the .veteran gradually raised 
his head, and directing his eyes to the 
seatof Omnipotence,uttfered afew ferveat, 
but indistinet^ ejaculations, and became 
more composed. 

Robert was standing before him, chaf- 
ing his temples, his heart beating in sim» 
pathetic isadness, and his cheeks moisten^ 
ed by the OTerflow of sensiBility. 

Tliinking that a little coöI wäter would 
contribüte to^his friend's restoration, the 
youth moved round for the purpose of 
reaching a vessel that stood on a little 
bracket, ivhen he thus accidentally open« 
ed the view into a back'room, of whicl) 
the door stood a little on the jar* 
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The end of a coffki, partly covered by 
a palU and with a small metal escutcheon 
in form of an agnus, was the first object 
that Struck the almost unconscioiis eye of 
the old soldier. 

The sight operated like/ the electric 
fluid. PhUip was Struck with horror, he 
was for a moment petrified; but suddenly 
dasping bis hands forcibly together, ha 
ezdaimed, <* Ofal Annette» Annette! cht 
xny beloved Annette!" 

A sudden shriek» utter^d in the cham* 

ber above, attracted the attention of the 

ftfflicted parent. It was the well known 

^oioe of his beloved daughter» who ex* 

daimed, " Oh, my father! my father!" 

Philip darted out of the parlour» and in 
a mcnnent had clasped bis Annette to his 
bosomt 

Who shall attempt to describe their 
meeting! 

^ Can you forgive me, father ?*' 

Philip scarcely'allowed her words ut* 
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terance; he held her firmly to bis bosom, 
while, as her half evading eye poured 
forth the >varm effusions of a contrite 
heart, the smile of affectioa which reign- 
ed upon his open countenaace seemed 
to declare that her pardon was sealed. 

The widow no sooner recovered from 
the fit occasioned by Philipps appearance 
at her door^ than she began to cross her- 
seif» and hurried away to a crucifix which 
stood over a ritual on the mantle-piece : 
fihe lost DO time in kheeling down ; and^ 
in a voice which sufficiently indicated the 
terrors that possessed her, mumbled over 
a pittyer to the Virgin, making the beads 
pass through her band with a truly zeal- 
ous rapidity. • 

The glaaces she, from time to time» 
threw over her Shoulder, and^he expres- 
sive manner ^n which she seemed to search 
around the room, when she thus ventured 
to abstract her eye^ from the object of 
devotion^ would in any other Situation 


3S TB> bOMIVICAN : 

have rendered her aa excellent sab- 
ject for xidicule; bat the occasion was 
too solemn for even the most thoughtless of 
- the party to indulge in a sraile. 

" Did you see it, father?" said the old 
lady,,in notes of alarnl, to a priest who 
was entering from the back parloiir, 
where he had been perforraing the piouB 
Offices of his function- over the deceased. 

'* See what, daughter?" answered he, in^ 
surprise. 

The widow made no reply, but looking 
w ildly round the room, said, " It is gone1" 

At thismoment Philip, aiixious to em- 
hrace his sister, and to enquire of her 
respectiiig those particulars which he 
judged, from Annette's manner andsiip- 
plications, would be improper for the 
lalter to detail, had seated himself on the 
edge of his daughter's bed, and tapping ■ 
-three times with the point of his sword 
Oll the floor, calied in a decided tone 
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No sooner did the widow hear the suc- 
cessive taps on the floor, than her heart 
was near beating through her breast ; but 
the souncl of her name in the well known 
voice of Philip, who was not within sight, 
occasioneda relapse, from which she was 
with (iifiiculty recovered. 

The Piercing scream which escaped 
her, at the first moment of retarning in- 
sensibility, summoned Philip, whö, eager 
to learn the cause of so alarming /a symp^ 
ton, hurried down stairs. 

On descending, he perceived through 
the door of the back parlour, that the 
coffid was small^ such as could contain 
only a very young infant. 

It required no e'kplanation ; he at once 
guessed how matters stood. 

For a moment, ofiended honour seemed 
torule his determination ; but it was only 
for a moment. Paternal tenderness and 
solicitude flew to the rescue of his darling 

G 5 
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cliildy and erased the dictate? of pride 
from his heart. 

Their triumph was easy ; for the tablet 
_:Was of Tiature^s softest clay. 

Jaqueline lay sensdess ; the priest was 
sprinkling her with consecrated water^ 
Kobert was supporting the old lady^ and 
two or three other persons, who had been 
invited to attend the funeral, wfere com* 
munhig in a comer. 

Every means were used to recover the 
lyidowj but it was not until a surgeon had 
opened a vein^ thät she can>e to herseif: 
the paroxysm of joy at secing Philip 
was nearly as much to be apprehended as 
the fear which had overcome her, when 
she thougbt it was only his spirit that 
had visited her dwelling. 

Seeing how the family were situated^ 
Robert jüdged it proper to retire, fbr 
which the bündle he had to deliver offer- 
ed a sufficient plea. Accordingly he took 
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it up> and referring to a memoTandum- 
book, for the address of tbe personto 
whom it was to be delivered, requested 
of Philip to inform him where the widow 
Descazau lived? 

Jaquel ine's ears caught the sound; 
before Philip could ans wer she aj^ked 
" what he wanted with the widow Descar 
zau?" 

" This pareel is to be deliv^red at her 
house 3 it is for a young woman named 
Annette Armand." 

" Surely yoü mistake» Mn Robert^'* 
Said Philip. 

" No, I am perfectly correct/* answered 
the youth, repeating tbe direction äs öon- 
tained in his instrnctions. 

" This is Strange,** said» Philip : " hefe 
are we come absolutely on the same bü- 
siness ; yet have travelled so fer tog^her 
without having the least idea that we 
were going to the same house." 

•* What, then she lodgei^l>6re pethaps??' 
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" >ib, Sir," Said the widow, " she lives 
here: I am the widöw Descä^sau, and 
Annette Armand is no otlier than Philipps 
daugbter." 

She was liot long in getting upon 
her legs; when, putting on her specta* 
des, she looked hard at Robert, seein- 
.ingl^ with suspicion, and without any 
ceremony took the bündle from bis 
hands.. In ä moment her scissars had 
Cttt the sewing, and the contents were as 
immediately brought to view. 

They consisted of various articles of 
wearing apparel, and in a neat leathern 
purse was a small sum of money. 

Philip took Robert by the band ; he said 
not a word; but the deficiency was amply 
made up by a look which conveyed all 
that gratitude, esteem^ and admiration, 
could dictate. 

The widow viewed the matter in a very 
different ligbt; she looked at the clothes, 
at Robjsrt^ at the moiiey, and at Philip, 
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in such a curious maimer^ that the priest^ 
who was a benedictine from the abbey 
at Sehaffhausen, was quite at a loss to 
guess her meaning. 

Robert and Philip concluded that. her 
mind was occupied solely by the satia- 
faction sh'e couId<not fail to derive from 
so händsome a present : the sequel con« 
vinced them oftheir. error. 

" Very pretty, indeed !" said Jaqueline 
with ä* sneer, " very pretty indeed ! but, 
pray who $ent them?" 

Robert was silent : the Company seem- 
ed to expect an answer, and were sur« 
prised that none was given. 

*^ I say, who sent these things?" re- 
pe^ted.the widow, with a look that per- 
fectly accorded with the imperious tone 
in which the query was put. 

<^ I am not at liberty to disciose the 
donor's name/' answered Robert ; " but 
I conclude my forbearance on that head 
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will not depreciate the appareU or ren« 
der it less acceptable."- 

*• Secret charity is the most cominend* 
able;" Said the priest. ^ 

" Seeret, or not," said Philip, *^ the 
clothes are excellent, and they, as well 
as the money, are highly acceptable : I 
will take the whole up to my poor girl, 
for whose use I doubt not they were 
4nt6nded/* 

'* You are perfectly right, Philip,'* 
said the young corporaK 

The Veteran was about to take up the 
<$lothes, when Jaqueline made an at- 
tempt to snatch them away: in this> 
liowever, she was disappointed ; for Phi- 
llip with his remaining arm made a ge- 
neral sweep^ white the benedictine inter- 
posed, and gave him the opportunity to 
'make good his retreat up stairs, for the 
purpo6e o( shewing the present to An-^ 
nette. 


Foiled in thfs point, no sooner did the 
^idow find herseif at liberty tban, re* 
gardless of the mournful oocasion and 
of the presence of her confessor, she 
flevir at Robert, seizing him by his hair, 
« and abusing him in the most scan- 
dalous terms. 

The Company interfered« and .effected 
the youth's deliverance from her unex- 
pected attack^ not, however, before die 
iiad torn away a good handfui of his fine 
Curling. looks, with which she darted into 
the back' apartment, and would have 
fastened the door, had not the bene» 
dictine threatened to put her under the 
ban of the church for so gross a disre- 
spect of his presence, when summoned to 
one of the most awful duties of his 
caNing. 

Philip and Annette were so com^ 
pletely occupicd with the review of the 
clothes, and with the happiness thej 
enjoyed at suCh a yery une^pected meet» 
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ing/that they took no notice of the 
confusion they heard below. The for- 
jner, indeed, judging it was a cqntinua-* 
tion of the subject on which he had dif^ 
fered from his sister, and that there were 
enough folks in the house to prevent.her 
doing äny serious mischief, preferred 
staying with his daughter, and comfort- 
ing her at a moment when his tender 
heart prompted him to compassionat^ 
her sufferings^ and to refrain frotn what- 
ever might give her a moment's pain. 

Annette was so affected by his kindness^ 
that she partooklsomewhat of an hyste-^ 
ric affection^ laughmg and crying alter- 
nately. She gazed fondly . on the be- 
nign countenance of her parent^ and» in 
a tone that would have melted the sterb- 
est tyrant, anxiously asked» " Do you, 
indeed, forgive me ?" 

" Are you not my daughter!'* r^ 
plied Philip; his eye expressing the 
respect he entertained foi^ those charX- 
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table' precepfs incultated by the Saviour 
of mankind. ^ 

Mingling their tears, exchanging fond 
caresses, and murmuring a thousand 
benedictions, the father and the child 
were absorbed in all the blissftil sensa- 
tions of unbounded affection: their hap- 
' piness was, however, interrupted by the 
benedictine, who, calling to Philip, stated 
that Jaqueline, who was to have officir 
ated as chief mourner, refused to prcf* 
ceed with the body, for which the choir,. 
and persons intended to fiU the proces« 
sion, were then waiting. 

Annette*s countenance changed^ her 
thöughts travellefl hack to the sotirce 
of her past sufferings ; . she drew the 
bed-elothes over hec head, and sobbed— • 
like the moither of departed innocence! 

" I will walk as Chief mourner !" «aid 
Philip, as he descended the stairs. 

*^ Are you acquainted with the cere« 
monies?" rejoined the monk. 
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'* I know nothing ofceremonies,*' re- 
plied the Veteran, " but trust, that the 
devout effusions of a pious Christian will 
never be disregarded at the throne of 
heavenly mercy; where our religion 
assures us no advocajte is needful to 
render such innocents acceptable !" 

'* I thought you had been a soldier 1" 
Said tbe priest, 

Philip smUed; he took Robert^ as 
usualj by the hand^ and observing his 
disorder enquired the cause« The youth 
feigned surprise at the question, and 
requested permission to join in the pro* 
cession. 

** What is the name of the infant ?^ 
said the priest. 

None present knew: Jaqueline was 
asked» but she did not deign to give 
any answer. All were at a stand. 

" Who is the father?" said the priest. 

This question not oniy puzzled the 
whole party^ but brought the blood up 
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into Philip's cheeks, while his eyes fired 
with Indignation. 

" He should be the chief mourner," 
resumed the benedictme. 

« He shall!" röplied Philip, with em. 
phasis» 

The Veteran stßpped up to his daugh- 
ter, and asked whether the Infant bad 
been baptized ? 

" Yes!" aobbed the unfortunate girl. 

" By what name?" 

" Frederic^ " 

" Frederic — ^what?" asked the old 
soldier mildly. 

^ Pardon me^ father I I have made a 
vow to conceal the parent*s name. " 

It was ehough; Philip supplied the 
i^st. 

*' The name of the child is Frederie 
Armand, father !" 

^' Frsdsiiick Viuain l" exclaimed Ja^ 
queline from within : " Are you hot 
ashamed! will you stain the name of 
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Armand by allowing it to be thus be- 
stowed ! " 

'* The stain shall be removed in due 
time," Said Philip coolly. " Proceed, 
father ; we are trespassing on the punc- 
tüalrty of others.*' 

With a slow pace, the processioö 
quitted the little tenement ; and, as 
the bell announced its approach, was 
met at the gates of St. Bernard by the 
choristers, who in low plaintive strahis, 
Ti^hich occasionally swelled into the ma* 
jesty of Chorus, preceded the little can- 
didate for heavenly joys.\ An unusual 
crowd attended the funeral, . attracted 
chiefly by the intelligence, which had 
rapidly circulated, of the arrival of Phi- 
lip, and of his performing the conspicu- 
ous Office of Chief mourner. 

The Veteran was . not abashed -, he feit 
that his conduOt was guided by the purest 
of motives^ and went through the cere* 
jnony with that dignity which overawed 
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the whisper of defamation> and held him 
up äs an object of admiration to the 
reasoning few. His appearance was 
Singular ; but it was respectable, and 
the devout mannei* in which he ac« 
quitted himself of the melancholy duty 
made an awful Impression on the spec- 
tators. 

When tlie service was concluded in the 
abbey, and the corpse was deposited in 
its sacred asylum, Philip, according to the 
GUstom of his country, threw the first 
portion of the covering soil into the 
grave. It feil upon the coffin ; the sound 
of its fall echoed on the heart of the 
moumer, who, as the excavation was re- 
plenished, sighed heavily; and raising his- 
moistened eyes, in a few words, that' 
trembled on the Organs of speech, com- 
mended the immaculate soul of Frederic 
Armand to the protection of his Maker I 

A solemn dirge, in which the choristers 
at times seemed scarcely to bre^the, con- 


/' 
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cluded the requiem, and disposed the 
minds öf the auditors to tfaat train of 
ideas, and of cantemplation^ suited to the 
occasion. Thempurners retumed insiknt 
soTTow to the house of Jaqueline, where 

» 

the priest immediätely visited Annette, 
and by the powers of his holy eloquence 
calmed her mind. 

Philip having seen that refreshments 
were served to the Company, endeavoured 
to conciliate the widow, who, though not 
quite so refractory as before, acquiesced 
in his wishes with so very indifferent a 
grace, as rendered the favöur of her Com- 
pany by no means an object of exultation. 
Finding,however,that Philip despised and 
completely supersededher foilies; and that 
it was in vain for her to continne in that 
State of Opposition, which mädeeverything 
at least as unpleasant to heräelf, as she 
\^QS obnoxious to the party; she gra*. 
dually appeared more free and familiär, 
and by the time the repast was finished, 
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and the gtiests were taking their leave, be-' 
came at least serene, if not tolerably 

cheerfiil. 

The presence of Robert seemed to be 
»n object of peculiar irritation to the 
temper of the widow, who did not feil to 
drop several hints as to his character and 
past cönduct. These made no impres- 
sion on Philip, who, however, could not 
belp wondering at the strangeness of her 
insinuations, The youth, utteriy unable 
to form any mtional conjecture as to the 
cause of the nfalevolence obviously oecu- 
pying Jaqueline's mind, took his leave, 
and retired to the inn, where Philip pro* 
mised to meet him in the erening. 

Jaqueline's h^'a-ae could not indeed 
afford aiiy accommodations even for 
Philip: it was extremely snaall, and she 
had become miserably poor; for during 
the pregnancy of Annette a variety of 
v. hicidental expences had absorbed all the 
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money she coold raise, and the poor girl 
herseif had been so disheartened, by the 
misfortune under which she laboui^^ 
that her earnings had ceased. . 

The arrival pf Philip was therefore a 
most fortunate event ; for without his aid 
Ihe funer^ expences would have iinished 
the train of evils, by compelling the widow 
to seil the little remains of household für- 
niture^ and thus render both herseif and 
her niece coAipletely destitute. 

Having now the house to themselves, 
Philip and Jaqueline enterfed into a very 
serious conversation as to the cause of 
Annette's mishap. The widow, it ap- 
peared, had encouraged the addresses of 
a gentleman, about thirty-five years öf 
age, who at times came to Constance 
from his villa« Where that villa was sir 
tuated, he never exactly described 5 he 
informed them it was in Alsace, that he 
was the younger bfother of an opulent 
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family, and at the demise 6f a neai" re- 
lative would come into possession of 
cönsiderable estates. 

The appearance of the suitor^ hisman« 
ners, and many other very interesting 
pointS) soon rendered him completely 
a^ceptable; whenever he visited the 
widow, which was always at night, and 
at very üncertain dates, he viras received 
with such cordiality that, he, in a very 
Short time, seemed to consider her house 
a^ his home, and at length obtained thd 
old lady's consent to his receiving that 
band which Annette was impatient to 
bestow. 

Under the expeotation of their ap- 
proaching nuptias, the wtdow relaxed 
in some measure from her vigilance, and 
allowed her niece occasionally to walk 
out with her lover. 

This had been frequentiy repeated> 
when.he came one evening in a dose 
CQuveyance, and requested that Jaque- 

vox.. ir B 
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fine and Annette would both accompany 
him to Visit ah aunt, whom he häd pre- 
pared to receive them as her intended 
relations. 

' As it was only to Ultnan they were to 
pröceed, Jaqueline thought there could 
be no objection, and the two females, 
having adorned themselves in their best 
attire, entered the carriage, which pro- 
ceeded at a quick pace on the road to 
that town. 

Annette was at all times beautiful, büt 
on this occasion, when her countenance 
was illumined by love ahd happiness, 
her features' became peculiarly capti- 
vating, and her spirits being exhilarated 
by the enjoyment of an unusual in- 
dulgence, she gave a loose to that inge- 
nuous disposition which in a manner cha* 
racterized her : she appeared beyond all 
compare lovely and engaging ! 

The carriage stopped at the little 
town of Ultnau^ and the party, ali^bting 


fröm tlieir setits, were coiidücted into a 
small apartment, in a house tliat stood 
separate from any other, at about two 
hundred yards dislant, and close uJ)on 
the borders of the lake of Constance. 

An elderly lady ap^eared, to whom 
Jaquelin« and Annette were introduced 
in the most affectionate manner by the 
gentleman, who was known to them as 
Monsieur Letour. 

The weather was remarkably clear ; 
it was ar fine evening, not a cloud 
was to be seen, and the moön fol- 
lowed her ordinary course, darting her 
silver rays on the ßlightly-ruffled waters, 
whence they were reflected as by num- 
berless splendid mirrors. The party 
walked upon the beach, admiring the 
beauties of the surrounding objects, 
and at length' approaching a boat in 
which some men were playing at pri- 
mero, enternd into conversation with thq 
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strangers, who appeared to be remark- 
ably civil and obliging. 

TI>^y invited Monsieur Letour and 
bis companions on board, and ofFered to 
take them a likle voyage on the lake. 
Annette had been once in a boat, and 
vi^as delighted; she readily acquiesced, 
and nimbly stepped in from a little 
iiQO\ind^ which was most conveniently 
situated as an aid. 

Jaquelitie could not be prevailed upon 
tK> apcompany; sHe preferred Walking 
along th^ border of the lake with her 
I^spitable cönductress, bat ßiiled not to 
giv^ her niece füll Instructions as to sit- 
ting still, and: keeping her clothes out of 
t^e w^ter. 

The boat was put off, and, being im- 
pellf^d by six active, robust rowers, was 
spon round a projecting point, towards 
which Jaqueline proposed foUowing them. 
Th« lady inCormed her it was impossiWe,' 
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on account of a rivulet which liad its 
source in the hüls behind Ultnau, and 
inundated some low lands that lay be- 
Iween them and the point round which 
the boat had proceeded. 

The evening passed on without the 
boat's return ; Jaqueline a thousand times 
visited the beach, and as often in her 
mind cursed the element, Avhich she novv * 
began tö mistrust. Her companion ex- 
pressed infinite si(rpnse> and somje alarm 
fts to the cause of her nephew's continued 
übsence. At leiigth> after severai iiöurs 
of most anxioüa expectation, Jaquelinfe 
böcäme so much agitated, that her höst^ 
ess Said she wouldjust step up to a neigh- 
bour, and beg him to send a man on 
horseback along the shore, to ascertain 
whether the boat was on its way back. 

Accordingly, after enjoining Jaqueline 
to calm her fears, and to assure hferself 
that Annette would soon be safely landed^ 
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the good woman left the house, and werrt 
iip into XJjtnau by the same road they 
had come to the water-side. 

Jaqueline vvaited with much impa- 
tience ; but, after more than an hour had 
passed, without seeing either the boat or 
the aunt of Monsieur Letour, she thought 
it was best to foUovy the latter, and to re- 
ceive those melancholy tidings, which she 
doubted not would result from some 
accident having befallen the vessel. 

A servant attended her sunjmonjs, and 
was asked regarding the lady of the 
house: she knew of none, — only her 
master, a boy, and herseif, resided at the 
auberge. 


" Auberge !'* exclaimed Jaqüelhie. 

" Auberge !" re-echoed the undaunted 
Rosettq. 

" But the lady who was here ?" rejoin« 
ed Jaqueline, 

We know nothing of her ; she left 
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this about an hoiv or more past, and got 
into the carriage which brought your 
party hither." 

" But whereis Monsieur I-.etour?" ex- 
claimed Jaqueline in an agony of solici- 
tude. 

"Monsieur Letourl" — Rosette smiled, 
shook her head, and app^ared to know 
more than she chose to repeat at the cou- 
fessional. / 

Here Philip interrupted his sister by 
remarking, that the folks at that same 
house at Ultnau should be compelled to 
give some account of themselves. 

Jaqueline replied^ that she feared no 
satisfaction could be obtained in that 
quarter, for that all who were there, at 
the time alluded to, had long since de^ 
camped ;— ** In fact," said she, " I found 
it was all a deception from beginning to 
end." 

Philip desiröd her to proceed in her 
narrative, whereby it appeared that An*- 
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nette was absent füll si>^ months, and wad 
completely given over for lost, when one 
dark, tempestoas night, the street daop 
was beat violently by a person, who re- 
peated the name of the widow in tlie most 
plaintive notes. , ' 

. The latter opened ^ little casement, 
' and inquired whq wanted her, büt receiv- 
ingno answer,she, regardless of the storm, 
put her head forth, so as just to get a peep 
over the eaves of the tiles, and saw some- 
thing resembling a human figure lying 
against the door. 

Jaqueline's mind misgave htv$ she 
hoped to find her lost niece, but feared 
the poor Creature was dead. She, how- 
ever, huddled on a few clothes> and ma- 
naged fo get safely down stairs, and 
without delay opened the door. 

It was indeed Annette who had called, 
and, in the last moments of retiring sense, 
had beat her head against the shutter. 
'^' giiTs limhs were frozen, and in 
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«few minutes more, in all probability/her 
heart must haye ceased to beat. With 
much difficulty Jaqueline drew her into 
the parlbur^ where leaving her for a mo- 
ment, she called up her neighbour the 
-surgeon, by whose aid Annette was grä- 
dually restored. 

But the State in which she appeared 
was pröductive of the niost poignaot dis- 
tress; she was reduced to a skeleton, her 
complexion was sallow, her intellects 
seemed at times deranged, and she was 
evidently pregnant. 

It was sonie time befbre she could suf- 
ficiently €oll€<:t her spirits to give any 
account of what had bappened during 
her absence. Her written narrative was 
in the foUowing woj^s. 

■ "• . ' 

The Nar?iative of Änäette Armai<td. 

" So soon as the boat had passed round 
the prqjecting point, which concealed it 
from your sight, the course was suddenly 

5 
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changed^ and the rowers exerted them- 
selves in the most surprising manner to 
reach the upper part of the lake. Mon- 
sieur Letour kept me in conversation, 
and amused me so well with various bu- 
morous anecdotes and interesting de- 
Äcriptions, that the time passed swiftly. 

•* In answer to my remonstrances as to 
the distance to which he was taking me^ 
he assured me the boat would soon entec 
a river, that would conduct me within 
half a mile of the house in which I had 
left you. 

" Not thinking there could be any oc- 
casion for deeeption, I allow^d myself to 
be lulled into an opinion of my security ; 
at least I hoped no barm would happen : 
all my uneasiness was for you, my dear 
aünt, but I compromised for the pleasure 
you would receive in seeing me return, as 
it were by surprise. 

** The boat at length entered a rapid 
j^* y being brought to the rigbt 


A ROMANCE. 69 

bank, all but one of the rovvers jumped 
ashore ; and, by means of a rope, pulled us 
tip for at least two miles. They stopped 
at a little hut which stood on the bank, 
and whistling in a peculiar shrill tone, 
wäre answered in the same manner by 
some persons in the hut, 

" Judge my surprise when I saw at 
least forty men come forth, whose coun- 
tenances, and habits, exclusive of their 
uncouth manners, at once convinced' me 
of the device by which I had been de- 
coyed frora your affectronate protection. 

" Words cannot describe my feelings 
at that time : I feil senseless in the boat, 
and know not what passed iintil I found 
myself on a small bed coarsely furnished,, 
in a dismal cell, with only a small grated 
window in one corner, a- lamp hanging 
Crom the vaulted roof, and an old woman 
of the mest antique appearance sitting; 
©n a block of stone at my side. ' 

** Seeing me recover,, the dame arose^ 
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and went to a door, which was bolfed 
above and belowy and called for Stephano. 
A distant voice seemed to reply to her 
summons, and I heard footsteps eautious- 
ly approäch. After some low whisper-^ 
ings, the door was again closed and se- 

cured. The carefiil manner in which 

• » 

that was done, ttiade'me reflect as to the 
cause for so xnuch precaution. I partljr 
raised myself on the bed, and took a 
hasty view of the objecto before me ; bnt 
my head was so painful, that it was im-« 
possible for me to riemain in thät postnre^ 
I feil back, and was for a while lost in 
confused cox\|ectures regarding the events 
of the night. 

'< I was aroused from my melancholy 
reflections by a gentle tapping at the 
door. The dame ärose, and going to-» 
wards it with a small torch which she 
lighted for the occasion^ enquired who 
was therej no answer was given^ but 
Bome Instrument was dr^wäj in a scratcb^ 
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ingmanner, oh the other side pf the boards 
as a Signal. It was understood^ and the 
bolts were a second time drawn back. 

** There now critered an elderly man of 
a Short, fat make, who was habited dif- 
ferently from those I had seen the pre- 
ceding night. H6 appeared to te a 
Frenchman : after seat^ng himsdf on the 
side of the bed, he addressed me in that 
language, at the same time feeling my 
pulse. His conntenance was strongly 
indicative of pleasure, whence 1 concltid- 
ed he was satisfied with the change which 
Äinst have taken place in my State of 
health. 

^ X had not the power to thanJt hitti 
for bis kind offices, for my ' whole frame 
was cömpletely deranged^ nor had I 
sttength sirifici€nt to express many things 
which I wotiM willingly have «tated^ 
much lesl^ to ask a nnjinber of questions 
that crowded itito my mind« Once I en- 
deavonred to speäk^ bnt it was with such 


62 " THE DOMINICAN 7 

difficulty, tliat I willingly obeyed tlie ia- 
junctions giveii me to remain quiet. 

" Notwithstanding the appearance of 
dame- Alice, my nurse, I found her to 
possess a very kind heart^ and that on tlie 
whole her manners were not unpolisbed. 
She attended me with the utmost care, 
and seemed studioüs to anticipate all my 
wants. 

*' When, however, I touched upon the 
subject of my misfortune, and expressed 
a desire to be informed as to the Inten- 
tion of those who had deprived me of li- 
berty, the poor soul onJy answered me 
with a heavy sigh, and a shake of tlie 
bead» which caused in nie the greatest 
apprehension. 

*' At times, when the obtruding tear, 
that in spite of my conscious innocence 
and natural fortitude, stole down my 
cheek, revealed the State of my thbughts,. 
the kind Alice would abruptly turn away,. 
and>, as if asliamed to betray her weaJk- 
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ness, would steal her band' upwards to 
remove. those types of sympathy which 
stamped the softness of her nature on 
her venerable features. 

*^ Monsieur Vaison, the doctor, con- 
tributed as much by bis manner, as by bis 
skill, towards my recovery. He repeat- 
edly regretted during the first four or five 
days, the necessity for my remaining in 
that uncomfortable dungeon, both oti,ac- 
count of its Situation, and because it evi- 
dently retarded my restoration to health. 

" No other person was allowed to enter 
the cell, and every thing indicated, that, 
though some apprehensions might be en- 
tertained of my attempt to escape, more 
were suspected of a rescue. Hovvever, 
all my questions were evaded, and a re- 
commendation to be patient was all tl^ ] 
satisfaction I could obtain. 

^^ When I was able to quit my bed> I 
went with the aid of Alice to the window; ; 
eager to indulge my eyes with a survey 
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of the «urrounding söene, and,ifpossibIe, 
to form some oonjecture as to tlie Situa- 
tion bfmy prison. But, with the ex- 
ception öfthat gleam of happiness which 
■ettliven^d ine äs I oncö more bf eathed 
the fresher air through the cäsem^ht, 
whidi Alice had op^ned, aiid as I oiiöe 
more bdield the face of nature, thoiigh it 
was then veiled in deep snow, my ^xpect- 
ations were completely baulked. 

" The distant view consisted of im- 
metisi^ mountaifis^ which^ in a thousand 
fäi^tastic shapes^ reared tfaeir lofty heads 
above the deep for^sts that clothed their 
baseS3 while the nearer portion ofthe 
scene was formed of broken craggs, aud 
WÜd shrubbery ; fuUy convinciog me, that 
I was in some unfrequented pärt oi the 
cöttötry. 

*' About siot days had passed in this 

matiner, duting which I was gradually 

' gaining stret^b^ though my spirits re- 

0iak):ed e:itremely low^ whea I was^ 


awakcd one morning early by a violent 
tumuit in the long passage that led to 
niy cell.' The arched roof echoed with 
the confusion -of contesting voices, and 
the clash of arms was plaiiily distin- 
guishable. 

** The noise grew louder as it approach** 
^d the door, where the struggle seemed to 
be redoubled. At times Ithoughtthe 
voice of Letour reached my ears; a cir- 
€um3tance which,thoüghrefleption taugbt ^ 
me afterwards to consider it a most fal^ 
lacious hope^ cheered me with the ex^ 
pectatien of seeing^ and obtaining some 
explanatiön^ if not some indulgeiice^ from 
the man to whose .art I had become a 
helpless diipe. 

•* I stood ag it were on the tip-toe of 
hope, close to the door, my ears all at* 
tention to every sound, and even my 
eyes steadfastly directed towards the 
scene of disorder, the good Alice at my 
«ide, when suddenly the* disdiarge of a 
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pistol, of which tbe report almost stunfted 
me, seemed to terminatC' the horrid 
struggle. 

" A deep groan, and the sound of foot- 
steps precipitately retiring, convinced me, 
that either my deliverance was effected ^ 
or, that my misfortune was confirmed. 

" With difficulty I retreated to my 
bed; the agitation then prevalejit through- 
out my frame, alarmed my nurse, who 
seeing, by the faint rays of light that en- 
tered through the casement, that I had 
entirely lost the appearance of life, wpuld 
willingly have gone forth to summon the 
worthy Vaison ; but the uncei;tainty she, 
as well as myself, was under in regard to 
both the cause atid the issue of the con- 
test, deterred her from quitting the cell, 
'" By means of a pitcher of water, that 
stood on a shelf in the corner next to the 
wiudow, and by chafmg my temples, the 
good womaii, after much difficulty^ suc- 
ceeded in recalling my scattered ^enses» 
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Scarcely, howevef, had my eyes began to 
distinguish the surrounding objects, and 
my memory to supply some recollection 
of the unaccountable event of the day, 
whcn the welKknown sound of Momsieur 
Vaison's voice iii the passage occasioned 
it's usu^l pleasing Sensation. — It was a 
comfort ! 

" I would häve flown to the door, but 
the prudent Alice restrained me; she 
went towards it, for the purpose of being 
in readiness whenever the appropriate 
Signal should be made. I followed as 
weU as my weakness permitted, in spitc 
of the earnest indications, expressed by 
silent Signals, of my nurse's disapproba* 
tion. 

«ashedead?* 

" * Not quite,' answered the doctor, 

* but he cannot recover !' 

" * Take him up i' rejoined the person 
who spoke first, in a commanding tone» 

* bear him to the armoury,* 


•* The socceeditig sounds, -which seem- 
ed to indieate obedience tö the mandate, 
Were occasioi^alljr interrapfed l?y the 
groans of th^ wounded person : my heart 
was wrung with compassion, e^en for him 

- who I considered it possible might be my 
greatest enemy j but when I heard ihy 
own name pronoüiiced by the well-knowii 
voice of the ^ying Latour, a mist over- 

- cast my eyes, wliile a thousand melanr 
choly fancies overwhelmed my imagina* 
tion. 

^ A fiöod of tears relieved me from tbii 
painful Situation, and iieiduced a traih of 
reflectiohs as to the probable cohse» 
quence^ of the sanguinary contest. Re^ 
tiring to my bed, I feil into a sound sieep, 
from which I was not distui^bed until the 
snw was seen retiring behind the moun- 
tains that lay before my casetnent; nor 
should I, perhaps, have resigned the ease 
I enjoyed as I lay reclined, had not the 
sound of th9 withdrawing bolts encou- 
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raged the hope of seeing Monsieur 
Vaison* 

" A parley at th^ door, however, check- 
ed that hope ; inj nurse, in a wbisper, said 
I was fast askep. * Then I'll comeagain 
by and by/ answered the person with 
whom sbe was con versing. He was about 
to retire, when, raising myself on my side, 
I inquired what was the matter. 

." Alice, hearing me speak, said, ^ you 
may come in ;' at the same time the smile 
€>n her aged coun^tenaace gave me' to un- 
derstand, that myexpectations wece about 
to be realized. 

'\ As she opened the door more widely, 
the worthy Vai«on entered. There ap- 
peared a certaia expres^ion of satisfaction 
on hi$ featureg, which in^ensibly commu- 
nicated a cordial to my heart, and di3- 
pelled the various unwelcome suggestions 
which liad completely gained an ascend- 
ancy over my desponding mind. 

*' I inquired as to the cause of the dis- 
turbance in the passage: he told me I 
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nged the hope o£ »et:'mff Mom'nm 
Vxisoo. 

" A parief at die lUtor, ltowf^*r^ '.ktiuM- 
^äai bope; nj fmt**-., tu a wUm»*^, *^vi 

irrmtJ L^/ acj-TTtrfcd tt.* ^-4V,tt 91. tu 
TVBs Äe *aa«/'/«i*rtÄ*', II* »*» 4>^^^ 
T] ÄiK, »a»?«:. «joa^ K-^i i*-y '.* ftv/ » 4^. 
] anmißt *vtii£ »aa ti* «ki.-..*3f, 

* jjßi:: ACat-Jl-r IM: KÄS«, ISwf, */^^ 
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should soon know every thing, but that, 
as he could not speak positively of cer* 
tain points, he would refrain from expla- 
natiön at that moment, lest his informa- 
tion might not prove so satisfactory as he 
had reason to concludeit would be. * In 
the mean while,' said the good man, 
* be comforted ; for you may assüre your- 
self matters cannot prove worse than 
they would have been had your enemy 
lived; 

€( € What/ exclaimed I, * is Letour 
dead ?'^ — ^ The person you knew by that 
- name is dead !*— 

" * But, doctor — how — * 

" ' Stop, Annette, you will know all in 
due time. I came to cheer you with the 
hope of approaching amelioration, at least 
as t.o your Situation and comfopts; I must 
now return to the refectory, where, in all 
probability, I shall be better informed as 
to what is intended regarding you.' 

" * Pray, doctor, speed to inform me 
of whatever may be determined.' 


A ÄOMANCE. 71 

*^ ' I will.'— 

" The night approached, and I began 
to fear the doctor would not return. 
Alice did all in her power to keep up my 
spirits, which did not, however, keep pace 
with her kind endeavours. Wö sat down 
to a little supper, and endeavoured to di-- 
yert our thoughts from the mortifyin'g 
disappointment under which I laboured. 

" We were retiring to rest, when our 
attention was suddenly attracted by the 
noise of persons laughing in the passage: 
the sound approached, and in a few mo- 
ments the door was scratched as was 
usually done by Stephane : Alice arose, 
and opened it without hesitatiön. 

^* It was not Stephano that had given 
the Signal, but a well-looking man, seem- 
ingly near forty years of a^e : there was 
something handsome in his countenance, 
and his deportment and^ manner were 
graceful — ^but there appeared a certain 
mixtureof saVage hauteur, and I thought 
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the vicissitudes of fortune w^e strongly 
l&arked on his elevated brow. ' 

^' He looked at me wk^ attentioo, ^nd 
not without some surprise. Hi^ eyes, 
glistened:, and his features suddenly 
42hanged kito the most expressive mildr 
ness« He approached in a ces^ectful 
manner, and taking ine by the hand^ said» 
* AU^w mev madaro^ to relieve ygu&omthis 
unhaj^y conditio«, and to conduct jrou 
to apartments where I tru$t you wiU find 
every comfort our meajos aiSord * 

** We were about to quit the dungeon 
when the doctor appeared^ and suggested 
the propriety of preparing me for the 
change of Situation; observing, that a 
3udden exposure to the cold might prove 
injurious to my health. The stranger ac- 
quiesced in the proposai, and ordered the 
door and window to be thrown open. 

" After sitting a while in that increased 
current of air, my deliverer, for such be 
appeared to be, took oif a large cloak 
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which completely covered him, andthrow- 
ing it over my slioulders, proposed re- 
moving from the cell. It may readily be 
5upposed I did not wait for the ^repetition 
of so acceptable an invitation ; resting on 
my worthy friend Vaison, whose eyes ex- 
pressed the joy he feit, and supported on 
the other side by the stranger, I hastened 
frooi the detested dungeon, with more 
agility than Alice expected to ivttness. 

" I was, iiideed, extremejy emaciated» 
and more than once w^s compellod to 
trespass on the indulgencß of roy coiw 

* 

ductor^ while J paused to recov^r xny 
breath, and to ease my aching limbs. 

** At those moments I cast my eyes 
around, in the endeavour to form some 
opinion as to the place in which I had 
been immured. But I could perceive na 
clue whefeby it would be possible for me 

• 

to unravel the mystery. We pr6ceeded 
tbrough a dark vaulted passage, . seem- 
ingl^i^excavated^ into which a dimi lijpht 

VOL. II. B 
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was admitted, at irregulär distahces, 
through little crevices, that vv:ere obvious- 
ly natural fissures in the rock. 

" Here and there, a small lamp served 
but to evince the dull obscurity of the 
iiumerous offsets which seemed to lead to 
subterrahean apartments. These glim* 
mering lights were the beacons whereby 
our course was guided 5 indeed that <V^as 
their önly use ; for as to displaying even 
the coloiir of the wall, or the förmation 
of the floor, that did not in the least ac 
Cord either with the weakness of their 
powers, or the distances at which they 
were mutually removed. 

" After passing alöng this dreary out- 
let for a considerable time, and winding 
among the mazes of various intricate ra- 
mificätions, we came to a small opening 
surrounded on all sides by tremendous 
precipices, which seemed to defy all ac- 
cess, and to be the limits of human re- 
search. 
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^^ There were various littk ihoundi^y 
evidently sepulchral, and one opening in 
the obdurate soll seemeä to have been bat 
recently made.—- «As my eye Hghted upon 
the loose fragments of gravelly rock 
throwD up around it's margin, an info« 
luntary sigh escaped me: my limbs 
trenibled^ and a chiliy dew sat upon my 
forehead. 

^* My souI whispered — ^ It is for Le« 
tour !— that Letour who once was the 
object of my affections, and who now hos 
met Ihe punishment of bis viUainy !' '* 

" Ah !" explaimed Philip, " the raffian 
has escaped me — but — the vengeance of 
heavenly justice overtook him!-— Pro- 
ceed, Jaqueline—Poor Annette !" 

The Veteran iook out his tnouchoir^ 
while the widow proceeded with the nar- 
rative&.^s^L fcJlows : ' 

*<^vailed, which redäerc^Jthesight öf 
the ^r lamp, which glimmeredMich the 
glassy &urfacdiichjiU4nifMß advancinwajk> 

/ ,' 
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for the winter was uncommonly early, and 
the area was frozen completely and scat- 
tered with innumerable isicles, which, 
being broken by the impetuous winds at 
all times prevailing in that quarter, and 
particularly at that season, were lying 
in every direction, and rendered the way 
dangerous, that I must inevitably have 
sunk under their Joint efFects, but for the 
firm Support of my conductors. 

** I succeeded in getting across this 
mournful vale, and was led, as before, 
through a dark aisle for about a hundreil 
yards, when, suddenly turning to the 
right, I found myself at a strong iron 
grate: close by it, there was a little 
Chamber. scooped out of tlie rock, in which 
two men, armed at aU points, and habited 
somewhat like chasseurs, were sitting 
over a small charcoal fire. th -.X^^^-^es of 
which, thow* "i^" seemed to defy alKie 
extrennimd to be the limits of hu** 

" S:5h. *^^^^"'**>».. -^^y instantly 

\ 
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arose, and in a respectful manner ap- 
proached. the barrier for the purpose of 
opening it. Wbile they w.ere thus em- 
ployed, the light enabled me to observe 
that the place in which they were sitting 
was furnished with abondance of arms^ 
and that a cannon pointed through a 
stnall aperture towards the exterior, seem- 
ingly in that direction towards which we 
were proceeding. 

** The beavy grate opened outwards, 
and was closed in perfect silence after wfe 
had passed into a narrow lane, of which 
the sides were perpendicular, and at least 
thirty feet in height : they were scarped 
ffom a beautiful species of blue and red 
grähite, that gave a sombre. appearance 
to the path; which was composed offrag* 
ments from the same rock. 

^' The cold was intense» and darkness 
prevailed/ which rendered the sight of 
another lamp, which gl immered within a 
passage to which we were advancing» eK- 
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tremely pleasing. As the öpen Space 
was Short, we were ^oon under the wel>* 
come shelter, and within the iiiflaence of 
the diverging rays» 

" The doctor preceded us hastily, and 
^pplying his mouth to a smaU apertur^ in 
the wall, forcibly repeated some' words^ 
which the tube, of which it was one of 
the extremities, conveyed to the watch 
stationed at a second barrier, where 
.after two or thrce abmpt tucns we aij- 
rived, 

'* A draw-bridge was lowered down, 
«nd w*e pasßed into a vaulted tunnel, at 
least fifty feet in diameter, from whose 
roof various lights were siuspeaded, which 
p^rfectly €xhibited the whole interior^ 
and bad such an effect upon my vifion« 
4hat it' was with some difficuhy my eye 
eould meet the vivid eflfects of tbeir bril- 
liancy. 

** Even in this part, however^ there ap- 
peared to be a con$tant attention to 
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safety j vigilance seemed to preside over 
all circumstances of whatever description, 
while, a military air and military appa- 
ratus^ seemed to characterise alike the 
living and the inanimate parts of tloß 
scene. 

" The atranger touched a bell, vvhen 
insfantly a part of the wall on our left 
swung round pn its centre^ and we en* 
tered a very elegant apartment, in which 
was a table furnished with a variety of 
the most delicate oonf(?ctions» together 
witljL a complete servieeof süperb Dresden, 
The floor was covered vvith a handsome 
carpet; musical Instruments were scat- 
teie4 promiscuously ou a harpsichord ; 
two costly pier glasses stood at opposite 
euds of the apartment ; and a vapiety of 
pictuf es» by the 6rst mastersj covered the 
walls. 

^* The surpriae I experienced on view- 
in g the splendid scene, was yet injcreased 
pn seeing a middle-aged lady enter from 
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an adjoining Chamber, whose appearanTO 
&t once established her to appertain to 
the superior circles of society. 

** It was Madame Vaison ! She ad- 
vanced towärds me with an affability 
which at once secured my co'nfidence and 
won my heart : wo sat together on a 
sopha p!aced near to a large charcoat 
fife, and entered into conv^rsation upon 
general subjects. 

" Finding she did not speak of my Si- 
tuation, I refrained from making any en« 
quiry or complaipt ; trnsting, as the case 
now bore a very different aspect, it would 
not be long ere I shoutd receive every in- 
Formation on the various points thät re-^ 
lated to my welfare. 

" We spent the evening together, and 
after partaking of a supper, served in an 
excellent stile, Madame Vaison, seeing 
hie extremely tired, and judging that I 
stood in need of repose, took a little silver 
candle$[tick, and leading me through her 
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bedchamber into a small apartmentwhere 
there was a little bed, pointed out to me 
the various contents of a handsoine ehest 
of drawers^ which she said were intended 
for my use, 

" After many kind assurances of at- 

.tention and support» she retired ; saying^ 

that I need iiot hurry myself to rise iö 

the morning^ as the governor seldom 

breakfasted before teii o'clock. 

" When Madame Vaison was goße, I 
examined the Chamber very minutely : 
the window was closed with a shutter» 
.that was firmly secured: it was in- 
deed very small ^ and the wall appeared 
to be immensely streng. The door \>y 
which I had entered had many fastenings^ 
^11 which I applied properly. 

" There was another door in a corner 
of the Chamber : I opened it, and found 
a spacious closet> with many shelves ar» 
ranged all around ; they were filled with 
pieces of Iinen^ broadcloths, ai^d every 

X 5 
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Tariety of fabrics suited to the making of 
apparel for both sexes. 

*• Having examined every particular^ 
and satisfied myself there was no secret 
opening whence I might be surprised 
during the night, after commending my>. 
seifte the protection of Heaven, I got 
Into a bed very different &Qm that on 
which Ihadpassed so many sorrowfal 

nightSe ' • 

. •* Overpowered with fatigue and anx- 
iety , my weary ey es soon closed ; in 
vaiA did my busy thou^tß endeavour to 
-ehase away that sweet obtivion which na«- 
inte summoned to my relief. I slept 
touadly, and to so late an faonr^ that the 
doeiOF and hiB lady were in no d^nger of 
being incon^oded by the perfbrtnaxy^e 
frf* my niatin prayersw 

^ My kkid neighbours did not di»tnrb- 
me ^ they ai:ose at their usuaJ houi*^ and 
judging from my silence that I was not 
%\¥9ibe, attxused tbetHselves fi^r a wfaile^. 
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determining to wait breakfast until I 
should join them. 

** On first opening my eyes, some sur- 
prise and confusioii atteixded; but the 
recoUection of that agreeable reverse 
which had taken place the preceding 
evening, soon dispelled every invading 
doubt : I had preserved my little watch, 
the öiestimable memorial of my ever 
desifV mother (Philip sighed — * Excellent 
Annette !'), and by the aid of a.n^rrow 
crevice in the shutter, through which the 
Jight Struck upon uiy curtai^s, perceived 
it was past the hour noticed to me \>y 
Madapie Vaigon? 

" In a moBg^nt I was out of bed, and 
having put on such clothes as I could 
find, for my Chamber was, with the 
above exception, eompli^tely darl^, made 
a shift to unfasten the shutter. 

*' I expected not only light, but a view 
.of the surrounding country : in tlie lat- 
ter,. however, I was deceiyed; for the 
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X 

Window was far within a long irregulär 
opening^ which pointed upwards, and 
afforded me no projspect of any object oA 
eartb. The sky was all I could discern. 

*' Disregarding every thing but the 
desire to prove agreeable to tny new 
friends, I bastened to avail myself of the 
supply of linen contained in the drawers, 
and in a few minutes was ready to quit 
xny Chamber. Just, however, as I was 
about to withdraw the fastenings where- 
with the door htid been secured, Madame 
Vaison, hearing me at the drawers^ tap- 
ped, and begged to be adüiitted. 

** She woüld have waived the tribute 
of thanks which my grateful heart offered 
in behalf of the object of her compassion^ 
and, after closing the door, in a whisper 
briefly said, * You must shut your 
eyes, arid your ears, to all you may 
Chance to see, or to hear : your future 

r 

welfare will rest entirely on your own 
p^dence and resolution: depend on 
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Monsieur Vaison and tnyself as 3rour 
firm friends, and assure yourself thai, 
whenever opportunity may ofFer you 
shall be benefited by our aid. At pre- 
seyit say not a word/ 

" I would haye thanked her for such 
kind intentions, ^but a signlficant turn of 
the eye, and her fittger laid upon my lipar, 
gave me to understand that I was already > 
trespassing on her injunctions : we there- 
fore left my apartment, and dianging the 
subject to general questions, regarding 
how 1 rested, &c. entered the parlour in 
which Wje had passed tbe preceding 
evening. 

" Monsieur Vaison arose from bis 
seat, and with the utmost politeness 
handed me to a chair near the fire. His 
demeanour was friendly in the extreme, 
and fully assured me thät he was worthy 
my utmost confidence. Aliee came for the 
purpose of inquiring how I had rested : 
I embraced her witb all the warmth of 
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filial affi^ction : she wept, my eyes caught 
the infection, and it was with difficultjr 
I recovered myself sufficiently to thank 
the. stranger, who now entered and seated 
himself at the breakfast table, for bis 
kindness. 

" He seeiwed absorbed in thought, 
tboug^h J frequently ^nnd bis attentioq 
obyiottsly oc^upied in the contemplation 
of my features. This circumstance af* 
fected me greatly ; though I knew not 
why. V 

^' Thestraiiger did not remain a mo- 
ment after the breakfast things were re- 
moved ; but, beckoning to the doctor, he 
jetired into a small apartment,. the dooF 
of which was. so ^rtfully concealed, that,. 
Bntil opened on this occasiop, it had en- 
tirely escaped my notice. The manner 
in which the ropm received its light wa& 
equally curions : there was no regulär 
window, but a variety of openings in the 
ÄTched Foof, each of which was ßtted lyith 
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a främe made of iron, very strong, and 
so dose that not cven a cat could have 
xnade its way through : within the iroa 
bars were glazed främes to keep out the 
GoId. 

*^ Notwithstanding this apparently 
hide constraction, which was/ however, 
the result of gräat cautioa and inge- 
nuity, the interior was tery uniform in 
regard to its Ornaments: each window, 
or crevice, stood in a epmpartment, hand- 
somely decorated, and so contrived that 
it appeared to occupy such a situatioa 
as did not iDterrupt the generaj plan qf 
its division. 

'^ Whilö I was admiring the singular 
disposttion of the whole, Madame Vai»^ 
j8on bad seated herseif at the härpsichord^ 
of whidi she was a perfect mistress, and 
'^oon caUed my attention by some airs 
which, though new to me, spoke to thß 
hewt, and excited various passions ac- 
i^ording to their sev^ral diaracters.. 

" Sheplayed some little liyely dancin^; 
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tunes, which did not, bowever, set my 
feet in motion^ though I was not in* 
sensible to their gaiety. She turned 
over the leaves of a manuscripl coUec- 
tion, touching occasionally upon such 
as she thöught would - please. In ge- 
neral their effect was not proportioned 
to her wishes ; but when she began the 
well known air, 

* Quand reverai je, dans un jonr, 
Tous les objets.de mon amöur?* 

my heart suddenly became burtheneJ^ 
I was convulsed witb agitation^ and burst 
into tears ! 

*' At this instant an attendant opened 
the door from the great gallery; he 
looked around, and was about to retire, 
when Madame asked what he wanted. 
* Nothing more than to annoiince tht» 
arrival of father Anselmo/ 

" ' You had better desire him to walk in ^ 
the governor is in the library, and will be 
glad to seß lüm/ 
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"'* In a few minutes the same door was 
again turned on its pivot, and a monk 
öf a most prepossessing appearance en- 
tered the parloun Hismeekness, pla« 
cidity, and silver locks, instantly prepos- 
sessed me in his favour, and made me 
resolve, if possible, to avail myself of hi» 
aid towards making my escape, in case 
I should find the least cause to suspect 
Ihe sincerity, or the power, of the doctor 
and his lady. 

" Father Anselmo affected not to no- 
tice me, but I clearly pereeived he took 
an interest of somekind in my concerns; 
for whenever my eyes wefe averted from 
him, I observed, by means of one of the 
pier glasses, that he used maoy significant 
signs of enquiry, which Madame Vaison 
appeared.anxious to discourage« 

*' The servant returned with a smalt 
tray, on which were refreshments of va* 
rious kinds; the monk crossed himAetf 
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devoutly, and, after repeating a short^be- 
nediction over the viands, attacked them 
with an appetite such as evinced an ex- 
cellent State ofhealth. 

" Seeing the door bf the library open^^ 
and the governor comlng forth followed 
by the dootori fathen Aßielmo rotie from 
bis seat^ and advancing towards the for- 
mer, gave bim hU Wesuing wHh uncom«* 
xnon fervency: he embraced bim^ and 
appeared to be extremely pleased at the 
meetingp 

" ' You bave had a Iqng ride, fatber T 

^' * YeSt but the occasion wai» intex^est- 
ing/ repUe4 the monk. 
. **• You received my letter in good 
time?^ 

'' ' Not tttttil the bell was ringing fotr 
vespers«' 

^*/ Indeedl why Stephen waf dis- 
patcbed the moiuent it happened ;--X 
suppos^ he told you the particulars ?* ^ 
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'^^ I cöuld not coinmune with him 
imtil this morning: an our way hitber he 
gave me to understand tbe cause/ 

." The monk, as he said this, looked 
at me in a manner fully conVeying his 
meaning ^ which evidently had Börne re* 
ference to mydtuatio». 1 feit a secret 
hope tfaat some explanation would foU 
low i bot a nod from tbe govemor oc- 
casioned Madame Vaison to witfadraw 
to «her apartmenty wbithier sbe led me 
witbont dday. 

"* They are going to inter your Ittte 
persecutor/ said Madame Vaison ; ' we 
-fiball not be expected to attend the fu- 
nerali» but I think you would not be diih 
pleased with a waik to a part of ihe 
fcrtress, wbence you may have a view of 
the procession/ 

'^ I naade no 6\fjectkm,^ but corering 
roysetf up in a Tery bandsome cloak> md 
putting on a pair of stöut shoes, witii^ 
which roy iriend iurnisliied me, acconi'» 
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panied her through the parlour, which 
we found vacated : all was silence. 

" We entered the great gallery, änd 
tufning Short up a flight of steps arrived 
at a little landing place, which was light- 
ed by a fissure, similarto those in the 
parlour. Here several passages branched 
off, all termlnated by broad ladders^ that 
ivere affixed at their upper eiids to strong 
hinges, and could be raised at pleasure^ 
like the drawbridge in the passage below« 

'* I was astonished at the varions con* 
trivances I beheld, and at the immense 
extent of the excavations^ for I now had 
the opportunity of ascertainii^g that the 
whole consisted of pne immense rock. 

•* There were in various part« small 
round holes, cut completely through, for 
the purpose of admitting the mouths of 
several large caniions, placed in appro« 
priate situations. Over these were cen^ 
tries, who häd little Chambers cut out of 
th^ rock do^^e to their posts, and we gene« 
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rally had to announce ourselves through 
the various tubes, or Channels of sound 
itaade in the walls, Hefore the barriers, or 
drawbridges, which we always found be- 
hind Sharp turns in the passage^ were 
' readjr for us to pass them. 

" Nothing could exceed my surprise 
and admiration at finding myself thus 
situated ! The more I saw, the more I 
was bewildered as to the locality of the 
fortress, and in regard to its use; for 
wherever I could obtain a view of the ad- 
jaceut"countr3% nothing could be seen 
but stupendous^ precipices, and woods 
that appe^red perfectly impenetrable, 

" Madame Vaison smiled at my va- 
rious artless questions, to all which she 
answered in vague terms, such as served 
rather to raise, than tö depress, my curiosi^ 
ty : I clearly perceived she had something 
to impart, but that she feared to reveal her 
thoughts, before ßh€ should have some ia- 
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sight into my character. In $ict, she 
did not know whethier I couid be trusted. 

," This idea, which experience after- 
wards proved to be perfectiy correct, 
urged me tö devote myself entirely to her 
Service, and to accommodate myself in 
cvery respect to b^r disposition: for I 
foresaw there was no chance of ob- 
taining my liberty by any stratagem, of 
which the whole execution rested with 
myself: 

*^ AU around me indicated that a regu- 
lär, and systematic, controul pervaded 
every part of the fortress ; that, doubtless, 
Instructions were very generally given as 
to my detention ; and, that not even the 
most accurjJte knowledge of the labyrinth 
in which I was involved, could be of the 
smallest aVail unaided by coUusion, or by 
some well-planned scheme in which many 
must be interested. 

*< 'Alas!' thought I, ' without money. 
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without the means pf reward, without one 
tried friend to aid, how shall pöor An- 
nette overcome the höst of difficulties 
which oppose her flight !' 

" We had now arrived at the termina- 
tion of the upper passage, that opened 
upon a long narrow ridge of rocks, along 
which only one could walk. I followed 
my conductress, though not without 
much apprehension ; for the wind whis- 
tled among the rough borders which con- 
cealed the abruptness of the declivity, 
and were in some measure a safeguard 
against accident : at intervals, the want 
of such a screen, presented to our view 
those irregulär nxasses of stone which 
probably concealed the galleries through 
which we had passed, and contributed to 
the safety, and secreb}^ of their numerous 
inhabitants. 

" The ridge did not extend more thau 
two hundred yards; we then äscended 
an irregulär cliff, by means of a small 
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circular stair-case, at the top of which 
we found the üsual precautions of a draw- 
bridge, barrier, cannon, and about half 
a dozen guards. 

" We again proceeded along a passage, 
that was both low and narrow, and after 
passing another post, similar to that at 
the entrance, descended a long slope into 
an open area, where, to my utter astonish- 
ment; I beheld at least four hundred men, 
drawn up iii three ranks, with persons 
who appeared tobe theirojQScers standing, 
at equal distances^ in a line along their 
front. 

" The whole were regularly habited and 
armed; they were motionless and silent; 
bat there was a something in their indi- 
vidual appearance that made me jshud- 
der. I instinctively laid hold so firmly 
of Madame's arm, that she immediately 
perceived my alarm, and assured me I 
was in perfect safety: it was, however, 
with extreme reluctance that I advanced 
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towards the opposite side of the area> 
where we perceived the ^overnor, the 
do€tor, and the monk in close Conference* 

" * May I venture to ask what troops 
theäe ar^i* 

" * They ,are a part of the garrison,' 
answered Mada«ie. 

" ^ Are they in the service of the Can- ' 
tons-r* 

*^ ^ No, my dear ; they serve the gover* 
nor!' 

*' * But who does the govemor 
serve?' , - ' 

^^ Madame smiled, but made no reply. 

" I leoked aronnd in every direction ^ 
thinking I shpuld be able to discover 
some remote habitation, or some con- 
spicüous 4[nountain^ that might afford 
tue the pretext for another query, as to 
the part of the country we were inj 
not that I anticipated any more inform- 
ation than had resulted from those al« 
ready stated^ but wherever I cast my 
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eye, nothing presented but piles of rock, 
whose summits were lost in mist ; while- 
the few apparently level spots, that lay 
interspersed at their feet, were covered 
with wilderness, or with sheets of ice. 

*^ I sighed heavily ; I feit oppressed by 
tbe uneertainty öf my fate, and was ready 
to burst into tears, when . suddenly the 
swell of harmony, proceeding from a deep 
chasm that lay beneath the eastern side 
of the area on which we were Standing, 
ättraeted my attention, and contributed 
to soothe my mind. 

** The doctor, having quitted the go- 
Vemor and father Anselmo, who now ad- 
vBnced towards the right of the battalion, 
approäched ns, and taking me by the 
band, led us to a part, whence looking 
down over a narrow ledge, which served 
as a j^rapet, to my great surprise I per- 
45eive4 the burial-place through which we 
had passed the day before, in onr way 
from my dungeon. 
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^^ The body of Letour lay on ä biep 
covered with black : it. was surrounded by 
a pai'ty of the garrison, who, divested off 
their arms^ chaunted the Gloria Patri 
in the most toucbilig strains. 

" The chorus ceased, and the perform* 
ers arranged themselves on one side of the 
grave ; which seemed tö have been dug 
with great laboiir into the solid rock, '*' 

*^ Turning towards the parade, I per* 
ceived the whole corps in motiön. Fa- 
tber Anselmo preceded them, bearing a 
magnificent ritual spread open,-on which 
lay a crucifix apparently of solM gold. 
The governor was immediately behind, 
.and bore a white wand tipped with the 
same metal: tiie rest foUowed singly 
along a winding passage that led among 
the rooks, at times disappearing, and 
Ägain Coming forth in the most unei^* 
pected parts. 

" At length, the whole vanished froüi 
my sight, and for a while were hidden 
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fi'om my keenest research. The music 
again attractedmy attention; wheri look- 
mg över into the burial-place I observed 
the' procession slowly entering, and ar- 
ranging themselves in perfect silence, and 
with equal order. 

** The agitation I feit on this occasion 
cannot be imagined : I receded from the 
parapet, and, while the service was per- 
forming, walked towards the arched way 
by v^hich we had come to the parade. 
I would willingly have retired to my 
Chamber, but Madame Vaison detained 
me un(igr the assurance that the ceremony 
Would ßoon be over, and that she would 
ihen accompany me to another part of 
the garrison. 

** The renewaJ of the solemn music 
confirmed her assertion ; we accordingly 
followed the same track by which the 
procession had descended, and äfter va^ 
rious windings found ourselves in the long' 
dlark passage leading to the durigeon» 
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** ^ Should you be able to find your way 
back to the parlour?* 

**^ ' Really, Madame I fear not ; but I 
hope soon to acquire a perfect acquaint- 
ance \^ith all the meanderings of these 
gloomy excavations/ 

" * It is very proper you should/ said 
Madame, with a significant look; ^ it 
may at some time hence prove of eminent 
Service/ 

* At present, I should soon be lost/ 
' That you need never fear, Annette 5 
fbr th(?re are plenfj^ whro would soon find 
you/ 

*' This latter speech in some measure 
embarrassed me; though I clearly under-* 
stood that all my steps were watched : I 
therefore resolved to act in every instance 
openly, aftd to let my observatioris re- 
main within my own heart, thereby to 
throw even the doctor and his lady ofF 
their guard. 

^* We had no sooner reached the pas- 
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sage above described, than Madame, lak- 
ing me by the band, desired me to foUovr 
\eiff close, as the total want of light in 
one part might eise subject me to err; 
there being three passages, which could 
only be distinguished by feeling along 
particular grooves the whole length of 
their vvall$. 

*' ^ Observe/ saidshe, * there is a deep 
groove about the height bf your Shoulder ; 
keep your band in it, and you cannot 
fail to be right; now vve are come to a 
cortier, where you may feel two smaller . 
grooves close together — that is not your 
vay — Gross over and you will find the 
Single groove again — so, that is right/ 

** * Pray, Madame, where does the 
double groove leäd to?* 

" * That is the west passage by which 
you was brpught in from 


t^^—^i^mmm 


" * From where?* said I eagerly. 

*• * From Constance/ 

<^ Fool that I was l possibly, by allowing 


# 
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her to have proceeded with the descrip- 
tion, she might häve divulged some secret 
to me of importance. 

*^ * I suppose, Madame, you know your 
way to every part of the fortress r* 

* Certainly, my dear.' 
' No doubt you can instruct me 

fully?' 

* Certainly, my dear.* 

* I think if I were so perfecüy ac* 
quainted with all these passages^ I should 
soon find my way out.* 

** * Many years of experience Imve 
painfully convinced me to the cöntrary, 
my dear; hut — the time may — hushj I 
hear footsteps following.' 

" She pressed my hand, and hurried 
forwards, without speaking, until we ar- 
rived at a small crevice that gave light 
to a landing place, from which we de« 
scended by a draw-ladder into a neat 
kitchen, where at least a dozen men 
were employed in preparing dinner for 
tlieir comrades. There was i^ degree of 
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cleanliness and of regularity in every 
part that were peculiarly pleasing. 

" * I observe, Madame^ you all nse char- 
coal here.* 

" * Yes, my dear; it makes 50 little 
smoke.* , 

" The answer did not then appear satis- 
factory, but afterwards was fuUy explain- 
ed, 

*' Madame, observing 1 was thoughtfui, 
led me forwards throngh a little open 
passage, on each side of which were small 
alleys cut into the rock, and from them 
several branches seemed to diverge into 
Tarions directions. 

** * These are the stables in which the 
governor keeps the horses belonging to 
bis troop.' 

" * Tbis seenis to be a stränge place for 
a person to keep horses, Madame. I 
suppose thjpre oän be very little occasion 
for any, at least for more then two, or 
three, just to ride out for an airing, or to 
carry a basket to market ?' 
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" Madame smiled. — * You will know 
more ö( this hereafter ^ bulTcome, we have 
much to See, and dinner will be ready; 
so let US move on/ 

'* We now entered a spacious arched 
hall V in which were several Windows simi- 
lar to what I have already deäcribed : the 
walls were almost covered with arms of 
various kinds^ and at the four sides were 
as many doors, eaeh guarded by a cen- 
tinel. It was the armoüry. 

*^ My soul shnmk within me at the 
recollection of Letour having been carried 
to it, when be lay wounded near the 
door of the dungeon. I involuntarily 
pressed toward the opening through which 
I thought we were to proeeed, but was 
checkdd by Madame, who told nie that 
was the passage leading to the hospital^ 
which was not a fit place for me to visit« 

*^ Weturned iutoanotherdirection,,and, 
passing sharp round a corner, crossed a 
deep t:hasm by means of some boards laid 
aci-oss. I trembled äs they Vibrated 

F 5 
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under me, imt the resolution I had formed 
of 3eeing all I could, so thät in time my 
^scape migbt be efTected^ added to tay 
natural fortitude and flow of spirits, sup« 
ported me on this occasion, and made 
Madame judge that I was not easily ter- 
rified. Perhaps hope flattered me, but I 
thought she feit some satisfaction in wii- 
Bessing my apparent firmness. 

" Wc now turned back into thc origi- 
nal direction, and ascended a very long 
fiight of Steps, pärtly cut in the rock, and 
partly of ladders on hinges, fixed at their 
lower ends, so as to leave the gaps m^ade 
by drawing them up, all on their exterior 
sides« The usual precautions of a tube, 
drawbridge, barrier and cannon, now 
wamed me that we were about to enter 
some open space* 

** Nor was I deceived ; for after again 
desending about fifly steps, and crossing 
another chasm of at least'twenty feet 
broad, by means of several planks laid 
close together^ and furnished on one side 
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with a j^light band rail, we entered a neat 
little area, in which we found ä tennis 
court cut out of an immense bläck rock. 
It was so very much hemmed in, by large 
craggs that stood dose all arotind, that it 
was impossible to see any object beyond 
them. 

" Passing through the ärea, we ascend* 
ed among the clifi^ by a most difficult 
path, so narrow that Madame qould 
scarcely pass ; however, at the expence ^f 
some parts of her dress, she ihanaged tp 
squeeze through, and to conduct me to 
a Spot far more lofty than any:we had 
yet visited. I was coihpleteiy tired, and 
sat down; my conduptress folibwed my 
example, and asked my opinion as to what 
I had seen. 

** It was natural for me to expresK iqy 
surprise, and my wonder as to the öbject 
of such a fortress, in a part which, froia 
aQ 1 could judge, was exempted from tlie 
incursions of enemies. The inTariable 
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attention to seclusion and secrecy^ in 
every instance conspicuous, absolutely 
confounded, and lefb me in perfect amaze^ 
ment. 

** ' Let US gain that sjimmit, Annette, 
and you will have a better idea of your 
Situation/ 

** She pointed to a towering cliff thäfe' 
seemed to form a promontory in. the 
heayy pile of rocks that surrounded us on 
three sid^s : the height to wliich she pur- 
posed co^ducting me made me doubt my 
power» of complying with her wishes, but 
the great object which ever wsys in my 
mind, roused me to an effort,. far beyond 
what I thought my strength could crown 
with success. 

" Halting, panting, and almost de?- 
spairing^ I foUowed her up a pathway si- 
milar to that we had justquitted^ and^ 
after a yariety q{ intricate windings^ 
which, however, lessened the steepness 
of the ascent, thovgli they prolonged the 
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distance considerably, we reached a little 
open Space, beyond which there was not, 
. to appearance, any possibility of proceed* 
ing. 

'* The keen wind, rushing round this 
promontory, with incredible violence, 
forced mß-to sit down under a projectmg 
mass of granite, where there lay several 
rüde stoaes, that seemed to have fallen 
from the impending rock. 

*' Here Madame, desiring me to look 
back, pointed öut the track by which w.6 
häd ascendedr and making me notice 
several mounds of stone, explained, with 
some success, the crooked Channels exca* 
rated under, their surfaces, through which 
we had passed ; but as to the cemetery, 
tfa^'parade, the tennis court, &c., they 
were all hidden from our view. 

" However, I began to have some idea 
of the fortress,. especially when she shewed 
me the several stations we had passed; 
l|kich I CQuld now, by her instructions. 
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discern. Each was distinguishable, to 
those who knew the place, by the muzzles 
of the catinon pouiting through the fis- 
sures 5 though I do Dot conceive it possi* 
ble for any one to have discovered them, 
Withöut such previous intelligence. 

*' Feeling it extremely cold, I express« 
ed a wish to retum. 

" • Oh, no ! we will not go back 3' said 
Madame. 

" * Pray, Madame, do not let ns reviain 
in this bleak place/ 

** * Come a little this way, Annette, 
and you will not be in such a hurry to be 
gone — come, child !* 

*' I arose, and with much difficulty 
turned the corner; for the wind blew so 
strong from the north, that I really 
thought I should have been frozen to 
death. My head became giddy with 
iooking down the deep precipices ; anid> 
although I was conscious there could be 
no danger of falling, my alarm was s^t^ 


A HÖUAÜtCZ* III 

tljat r held fast by every thing ivhich 
seemed by its finnne^s to assure me of 
safety, 

*' * There, Annette^ is something td 
reccHoipense you for the fatigue you 
have undergone — look — what think you 
now!" 

" I raised myself on a little step, which 
seemed to have beea made for such a 
purposei and looking between tw6 stu-* 
pendous cliffs, that stood about a yard 
asunder^ beheld a long Valley, which at 
first seemed but a bed of ice, but graduaU 
ly opening, exhibited the windings of a 
river; which, in spite of the rigour of the 
season^ rolied in tumultuous surges down 
the yarious breaks that lay across it's 
Channel. 

" jfis the prospect receded, and thet 
irarious objects shewed les3 distinctly, the 
scene became more $oft, and displayed a 
country whlch in the sammer months 
CQuld not iail to captivate. The moun^ 
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tains gradually op^ned awray to the righft 
and left, allowing ranges of a lesser mag* 
nitude to. appear in some parts of the 
distance. 

" The sun shone bright upoü them,^ 
and occasioned such a variety of exqui- 
sitely delicate hues, a3 seemed to defy 
Imitation. 

" After being lost, for some miles^ 
among the immense woods which clothed 
the vale, and seeixied in places to creep 
up the little breaks at the feet of the 
mountains, the river again appeared in a 
more expanded stream, majestically fol-* 
lowing its course, and, though now and 
then partially concealed, at length enter- 
ing a spacious lake, whose azure waters 
formed a beautiful contrast with the 
«now-clad eminences that every where 
appeared along it 's borders. 
. " I was viewing this welcome and en»- 
Tapturing scene, with the utmost ^ager- 
ness^ perfectly regardless of the hurricane^ 
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w hen suddenly, as the sun was obscured 
by a flittißg cioud, a distant steeple caught 
niy eye. The sight occasioned an inde- 
scribable Sensation ; it waS the momenta- 
ry triumph of joy, over solicitude and 
despair, 

" I was about to express my satisfac- 
tion, when the sound of voices caused all 
my pleasing emotions to subside. Ma 
dame did not shew any uneasiness. 

** * It IS the guard, my dear : look to 
your left, and you will see a gun pointlng 
towafds that little hut situated at the foot 
of yon yellowish mound. That is their 
Station; it is a strong post, and generally 
from thirty to forty select men occupy it. 
Those you hear are two centinels, who 
keep watch upon this clifF, which over- 
looks every possible approach on this side 
of the fortress. Time presses now; there- 
fore I will only point out what may be 
useful for you to know. Observe yori 
cottage under that little clump of trees; 
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and that other in the opposite direction. 
-—Do you see themr' 

"* I do, Madame/ 

" * And do you see a mill about a mile 
down the Valley, on the borders ofthe 
Rhine.* 

' Ofthe Rhine did you say r' 
^ Hush! be not so eager, Annette; 
you will be overheard !— Yes, my dear, 
it is on tße Rhine; whose waters give it 
motion: — but let us descend; we shall 
barely be in time for dinner : if we 
are missed the alarm will be given, and 
we shall be in disgrace.* 

" Madame Vaison's last words made 
an awful Impression^ and would have 
completely dispirited me, had not the 
prospect I had just beheld raised me to a 
5tate of happiness» and of anticipation;not 
to be easily lowered. 

" I made no doubt but the good lady 

[ would soon take an opportunity of ex- 

plaining to me every matter relating to the 
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cottages, andto the mill^ and that I should 
find in her a firm friend : for, eise, why 
take such pains to shew me the limits, the 
avenues, and the various stations. 

" Seeing me in deep thought, she re- 
minded me of the necessity for oiir return, 
and calling to the guard, two of which 
were seated under the shelter of a narrow 
peak about fifty yards below us, they im* 
mediately entered a little archway, and, 
in about half a minute, a large stonOi 
which was close at my side, turn^d round, 
and discpvered a passage into which we 
entered : the stone was instantly replaced, 

*' I could not help admiring this con-^ 
trivance : it seemed like magic, and con- 
vinced me that no common genius had 
contrived so very intricate a hiding place j 
for such I now began to be convinced i% 
must be. 

" For about fifty yards the way was 
dark and-ateepi we then came to thQ 


1 1 6 THE DOMINICAN I 

place where the two men were stationed, 
when one of than applying his month to 
a tube in the rock, we heard a drawbridge 
lowered: it was passed, and our way 
. now lay through a very long passa^^e, as 
before, until we came suddenly to an im- 
petuous stream, that ran across with 
incredible violence, and almost stunned 
me with it's incessant roar ; which, being 
echoed by the vault^^ produc^ed a sound 
such as I had never heard^ and filled me 
withterror. 

" Another drawbridge appeared ; I 
passed it in a State approaching to insen- 
sibility; and could scarcely, though siip- 
ported by my worthy friend, proceed 
further. . After resting a few minutes we 
again descended; and, at length, found 
oursel ves in the passage with two grooves : 
it either was, or I thought it^ of prpdi- 
gipus extent, but finding we were so near 
tl)e governor^s apartments, my mind be- 
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came more trabquil, and I feit almost 
ashamed at having betrayed so much ap- 
prehension« 

*' We perceivißd a very large table laid 
in a great hall, which I had not . seen 
before ; there were at least fifty covers, 
and a sideboard set out in a very band- 
9ome Stile. This room, which was füll 
^seventy feet in length, had an arched roof, 
"whence two süperb lustres were sus- 
pended: light was admitted by three 
very large Windows, apparently to the 
southward. 

^* There was a deep chasm in front, 
under the Windows, of about twenty feet 
broad, down which there seemed to be a 
flight of Steps : the opposite ^ide towered, 
almost perpendicularly, to a great height ; 
so that the * Windows could not be seen 
from any part of the adjacent mountains. 
** Here we found the governor, the 
xnonk, the doctor, and a great number of 
the officers assembled, We were receiv- 
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ed with the utmost politeness, and an afr» 
tendant was ordered to have the diu- 
ner served. 

" We retired for a few minutes to ad* 
just oiir dress, and re-entered the great 
. hall, in which we took our seats near to 
a large charcoal fire» The governör 
paid me particular attention, and rallied 
me a little on the fatigue I feit after my 
walk. He introduced ' me to several of 
the officers, and gave me to understand, 
that the good father, who had honoured 
US with his Company, was a man of great 
celebrity, and the Ornament of his in* 
stitution. 

" But my mind was already made 
up on that subject: I feit a certain dread^ 
and could not meek his scrutinizing eye: 
his presence filled me with indescribable 
uneasiness, and caused such a confiision 
in my ideas, that I scarcely knew what 
I did, or Said. 

^* This was the more distressing, be- 
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cause lie was exactly opposite to me at 
the table t the governor was to my left, 
and on my right sat a young officer, who 
endeavoured, by the most polite atten- 
tions^ to banish those feelings by which 
he perceived I was oppressed, 

" I had laid hold of the band of Ma- 
dame Vaison^ and endeavoured to lead 
her to the seat next to mine j but she 
quitted me ; and, by a significant look, 
added to a glance of her eye, gave me 
to understafid, that she should act im- 
prudently were my wish gratified. 

^' The table was covered with a variety 
of substantial viands, intermixed with 
many of a more delicate class 3 and the 
desert was such as seemed to indicate 
the season of vintage, rather than the 
commencemeht of a severe winter : wines 
of every kind were produced, and many 
convivial songs were strenuously sup- 
ported by a great majority, who appearei 
to pass the bottle with great alacrity. 

'^ My neighbour did not seem to join 
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yery heartily in the latter part of the 
recreations, though he sang an ancient 
Hövetic pastoral with great feeling, and 
with an effect I scarcely thought it- ca- 
pable to produce. 

•* There seemed to be something ine- 
lancholy in bis air, and bis mind obvious- 
ly participated in those sömbre reflec- 
tions which, I thpugbt, arose from bis 
Situation in life. 
\ ** He was about twenty years.of age, 

tall, and ratber tbin, but well formed, 
and far from . deficient in strengtb. 
His countenance was peculiarly striking : 
bis ligbt brown bairvflowe^ in graceful 
curls over bis elevated forebead, while 
a vivid, yet mild, eye seemed to 
strengtben tbe glow on bis rosy ebeeks : 
bis nose was ratber aquiline, bis mouth 
was small, bis chin very well propor- 
tioned, and bis teetb, which resembled 
pearls, occasionally appeared between 
lipsofcoraK 
\" The governor filled his glass^ and 
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ilrank * To the ladies ;* on which Ma- 
dame Vaison arose and gave me a 
nod : which was welcomed as the hint 
for retiring, 

** Tlie you«g officer quitted his seat 
söid opened the door for us : I thought,. 
When we were passing him, that his 
countenance indicated solicitude for my 
welfare. Perhaps it was Imagination : 
but that imagination was comfortable^ 
and added another ray to the beam of . 
liope which began to cheer my mind ! 

** ' How did you hke the Company, my 
dear?' 

" Thotigh prepared for the question, 
I hesitated as to the ans wer, Madame 
at once perceived, and.relieved me from 
my embarrassment : she smiied and said, 
I had not been used to such scenes, 
therefore in all probabiiity did not 
greatly enjoy them. 

** She was oertainly right ; but my 
inquietude in presence of the monk was 

VOL. II. o 
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the prijicipal cause of my dejection. I 
asked if he was to make any stay at the 
fortress? ^ 

*** No, he only came to inter Letour, 
and will probably be back at his convent 
before theday clbses.* 

*^ * Pray, Madame, to what convent 
does he appertain ? Js it to be seen from 
the fortress ?' 

*' ^ No ! my dear, it is beyond th^ hüls 
you saw bordcFing the lake. Ah! I hear 
tha Company in confusion ! Heavens, 
what can be the matter!' 

/^ The door opened, and the doctor 
rushed in ; quickly opening a drawer, he 
hastened back, taking with him a small 
phial. 

" * What is the matter, Vaison ?' 

" * Stay where yoti are;' answered 
the doctor, as he olosed the door. after 
him. 

" The noise increased, but seemed 
to be retiring from the great hall j önly 
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u few voices were heard^ and those faint 
and hurried. In a short time all was 
hushed, and Madame ventured to open 
the doOT. She looked out, but suddenljr 
withdrew, and with difficulty reached a 
<?hair before she fainted. 

" I was alarmed, and knew not what 
todo: my tears flowed over the worthy 
lady, whom I supported in my arms^ and 
-endeavoured to recover, 

4 

" In this State we were left to our- 
iselves for a few minütes, when the doctor 
«uddenlyretürned : finiding the door open, 
he was about to chide ns for ouf im- 
proper curiosity, when seeing the condi- 
tion of his lady Jie appeared greatly 
agitated« 

" He could not stay to breathe a vein j 
but having supplied himself with some 
bandages he had come for, put a small 
bettle into my band, desiring me to ap- 
ply it to her nose, and to rub a little of 
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its Contents^ somewhat diluted^ on he? 
temples, ^ 

" My endeavours were not fruitless: 
Madame recovered gradiially, ahd retired 
tp her bed. She asked me a variety öf 
questions relating to the uproar, and 
particularly respecting * the blood/ 

*^ The Word Struck me with horror ! 
I enquired what she meant. 

* Look out, and you will see !* 
My resolution was not equäl to my 
4esire for information, and the fear of 
being alarmed by some horrid object, 
withheld me from even venturing to- 
wards the door. . A thousand fancies 
rushed uppn my mind, and I feit so 
much interest for the young officer, that 
nothing could- divest me of the belief 
:of some accident having happened to 
him. 

" * I feared as much,' said Madame, 
in great agony of mind; the tears roUing 




A ROMANCE» 125 

down her cheeks ; ' Ah ! that vlUainous 
nionk !' 

*' * Monk, my dear Madame ! what 
do'you meanr^ 

" Madame Vaison. lay absörbed in 
thought ; her countenance varied fre- 
quently: at times she gave way to 
grief ; then her brows would knit, änd 
her eyes flash^ as though nieditating 
some desperate revenge ^ again she 
would appear somewhat tranqüil, ap- 
parently listening to remote sounds. 

'* Ignorant ofthe circumstances Which 
move4 the various passions so stron^ly 
depicted in her features, it was impos* 
sible for me to offer ' any opinions, or to 
use any but the most common-place 
consolations. The manner in which 
she named the monk, confirmed the opi- 
nion I had entertained of him, and made 
me extremely curious tö be acquainted 
with the particulars of his history : but 
the n^oment did not favour my curiosity, ' 
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aad I refrained from a subject wbicb 
it was obvious would agitate the feel- 
ings of my friend. 

" A tapatthe door called my attention ; 
lt. was the faithful Alice, wha had been 
sent by Monsieur Vaison ta attend upon 
bis lady. 

** The good ereaturetrembledfromhead 
to foot, and, on entering the apartment» 
went to the bed as speedily as her aged 
hmhs couid bear her: seeing that Ma- 
dame was restored to her senses, she 
feil on her knces, and, crossing herseif 
at times, repeated her thanks to the AI- 
mighty with true piety, and the most 
inarked emphasis. 

**** Ah! my dear Madame, I am so 
happy to see you ! there have been such 
doings! Bless me, what a man that—- 
but God forgive him, and send him true 
repentance!' 

^* < What has been the matter, Alice ? 
Say iS'— is he safe ?* 
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^ Alice seemed to «vade the question : 
she wiped her eyes witft the läppet of 
her little jacket, and begged of Ma- 
dame to compose herseif to rest. 

"^ Ypu will know all about it when 
the doctor comes!' 

" It was fortunate that, as she said 
this, the doctor did come ; for Madame 
had raised herseif in the bed, and seem- 
ed determined to repair to the scene of 
confusionj'which she certainlyxould have 
efFected, in spite of the feeble resistance 
Alice and myself cöuld Jiave opposed 
to so rash a pfoceeding. . 

^ The doctor seemed distracted : he 
paid no attention to his lady's questions, 
bat, apparently intent on the meditation 
of some plan, remained seated at^ the 
head of the bed, his cheek resting on his 
elbow, and that on the pillow. 

** Tliinking, from the' manner in 
which Madame had checked herseif 
whan speaking to Alice, that my pre- 
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jence was a restraitit, I withdrew mta 
my Chamber^ and gave a Ictose to the 
angui^h which oppressed me : throwing 
myself on the bed, I SQUght relief in 
tears, and, bewildering my imagina- 
tion amidst a maze of cönjectures, feil 
into a sound skep, in which I remained 
jd 11 ring many bour»» 

" Without the refreshing aid of my 
pillow, I know not how I should have 
supported myself under such distress: 
Ignorant of those circumstances which 
seemed to govern the conduct of all, 
around me, and seeing only a repelition 
of those tumults which bad giveii me so 
much uiaeasiness when I first entered 
the place, it was totally out of my power 
to form any rational opinion äs to my 
fate. 

" It was, however, sufficiently e\Hdent 

that I was a dose prisoner ; and, from^ 

the hints dropped by Madame Vaison, 

ht remained of her involuntary 
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detention* She appeared^ to pant for 
liberty, yet feared to confide in ^ny 
person j though it was evident that Alice 
was not altogether Ignorant of some 
matters which Madame seemed to re* 
serve from all but her. 

*' Seeing that nothing but the.tnost 
patient resignation could avail me at the 
moment^ ][ judged it prüdent to adopt 
the most submissive appearances, and 
•to reserve my little stock o!f fortitude, 
for such moments as might require its 
exertion. 

*^ My mind was considerably calmed 
by this resolution, which certainly was, in 
my Situation^ the only safe mode of con- 
duct : I feit my heart lighter^and Hope, 
^viih kindest solicitude, seemed to be 
upholding various pictures of happiness^ 
as I cautiously opened the door of my ^ 
little apartment, and entered that where 
Madame lay, 

" The good Alice was sitting byher 

g5 
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}>ed side, seemingly in tears; her hand 
was over her eyes; and she occasionally 
uttered low lamentations, which pained 
meto the soul, Madame, was in a very 
feeble State, and scarcely capable of 
answering my question as to her 
health. She pressed my hand wffh the 
most afiectionate tenderness; atid, put^ 
ting it .to her lips, kissed it with evident 
emotion. 

*' There stood a »mall täper ori her 
toilet : the light passing between the cur- 
tains at the foot of the bed shewed me that 
her checks were moist with tears, which at 
times dropped warm upon my hand. 

" My weakness became triumphant 
on this occasion, and set all my newly- 
formed resolves, as to serenity and 
composure, at defiance. In truth, I 
considered Ihe result of that compas- 
ßion, I feit to be closely aliied to 
my nature, as being out of the scale, 
I gave a loose to my feelings, and 3eemed 
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to entertaiti the grief of Madame as a 
kindred sorrow. 

**^ Her heart was too füll to allow of 
any conversation, especially on a topte 
ofwhich I.was completely ignorant: nor 
could Alice, so miich was she agitated, 
give me the smallest satisfaction. Mjr 
tongue di4 not venture to püt aques- 
tion, but my eyes' indicated a thousand 
queries ; each important to my own si- 
taation, and perhaps not indifferent to 



the fortunes of my companions. .. 

** The döötor now "entered ; his coun- 
tenance pale^ his features strongly imr 
pressed by the band of sorrow, and a 
certain wildness seeming to indicate,; that - 
the afflictioü which pervaded the mind 
of his lady, was doing jio iirconsiderable 
mischief to his own. "^4Jfe did not notioe 
me, but-threw hiniself into an arm cbaiü 
on the other side of the bed. . 

cf, « yiy dear,' said JSl^da,me> * here is 
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Mademoiselk; you surely did not see 
her/ 

** The doctor endeavoured to recover 
himself, and to abstract his thoughts from 
those reflections that were at the mbment 
absorbing his whole attention : he arose 
from his seat, and striving to chase away 
the dejection which occupied his coun- 
tenance^ as well a$ his mind> came 
towards me in the most afiable and 
friendly manner« 

'^ He took my hand^ and looked in my 
face with the most agonized expres&ion. 
He seemed to say * Pity me !' while, ai; 
the saoxe moment^ compassion was so 
strongly delineated in ^s^ty feature^ and 
his eye so fully conveyed *I pity you j* 
that it seemed a m^ot point which of lus 
was in reality thai^reate^t sufferer. 
• *' * I had prepared a letter for yon, 
Annette/ 

«' Aletterj^sir?* 
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" * Yes; it was written under tEe ap- 
prehension that I might not find so early 
au opportunity of conversing with you in 
private, as the^circumstances we are all 
linder require/ - 

" * My dear/ said Madame^ ^ would it 
not be more prudent j;o ' 

" ^ I understand you/ replied the good 
man, ' there is no danger from jthat 
quarter ; they are all engaged in affairs 
that will amuse them for soihe time : pro- 
bably for a day or two. — I would not ac- 
cuse you of so much dulness as not tp 
suppose, Annette, you could have failed 
to pereeive, that oür residence here is by 
no means a matter of choice : you must 
have observed, that vre are not' treated 
with confidence, though we cannot accuse 
any person of rudeness or disrespect, 
further than in the vigilant dlscharge of 
what is considered as a duty. We are 
compelled to be on our guard^, and evea 
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to smother, not only our änger but those 
tokeAs of afFection, arising from the na^' 
tural impulse of consanguinity, 

*^ "^ I am speaking in parablesi-but the 
day will come, I trust, when you will not 
find me so reserved» — It is necessary to be 
brief— and io proceed to the point. 

*r ' This letter will explain to you more 
fally what I had to State ; at this moment 
I must confine myself to enjoining you to- 
the utmost circumspection, and rather to ^ 
shun than to appear al^tached to us/. 

*^ * Pfay, my dear sir, who, and what, isS 
this person you call the governor ?' 

I 4 

" The doctor paused : . he looked at . 
Madame, who appeared not to approTe 
the question: Alice held ^down her faead, . 
and all seemed to be averse to the disclo- 
sure. 

" ' Your question is a very natural oue> : 
Annette, but the knowledge ofthat * who,' . 
smd ' what,* could render you no service. 


fout might ^ive birth to opinions, and to- 
a conduct^ which could iiat fail to produc^ 
the most serious consequences, 

" ' Besides^if, in an unguardedlnomeht, 
you should give the most trifling cause tp 
suspect you possessed such knowledge^ 
ruin woald inevitably be entaUed upon us 

^***ßir, I will not presume to repeat 
ihat question ; but, perhaps I might, with. 
less impropriety, inquire regarding the 
monk?* 

** The doctor smiled— ^ That/ said he, 
*" is even a more serious question than the 
other/ 

"I could scarcely refrain from laugh- 
ing; but my curiosity was raised, and I 
could not resist one more question, in the 
result of which I feit my seif unaccounta- 
bly interested. 

u « W:eH, IVill say no moreabout him 
either; yet, surely there can be no harm 
in expressing my wish to kno w something 
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relating toihat genteel yöung officer, who 
sat next to me at table ?' 

" The <ioctor resumed his melancholy 
air : Madame burst into tears, and Alice 
heaved a profound sigh. I knew not 
what to think ; while at the same moment 
my thoughts were more busy than ever. 
Silence appeared tobe the most advisable 
resource, though it was then a painful 
one : the fear of renewing fliat affecting 
scene which had just passed^ impressed 
me with the absolute necessit;^ of refrain- 
ing from questions of every description^ 
and made me determine, thät> whatever I 
was destined to know, should be the res^lt 
of patient forbearance. 

" Matters were in this State when sup- 
per 'was announced, by the ringing of a 
bell in the great arched galleiy. Madame 
was too ill to quit her bed ; and I would 
willingly have remained with her, but 
Monsieur Vavson hinted that it would be 
improper. We therefore endeavoured to 
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disguise our hearts, by means of a forced 
smile, and with an affected composure, 
approaching to gaiety, entered the half j 
where we found the governor sitting by 
the fire. 

" Seeing us, he started up, and insisted 
on my taking the seat hehad'quitted. I 
thought he viewed the doctor at timek 
with a very inquisitive eye; and, that 
something was brooding in his mind, not 
very favourable to my friend. 

" * I understood, sir, you had beeu 
going intathe country,' said the doctor. 

4^ ^ I did intend itj but have l^ft that 
matter to the.conduct of ourlieutenant. — 
How is your lady ? I hope she will be^ble 
to join US ?' 

" *• She is not able to quit her bed;' said 
the doctor: ^ the fit has been very strqng, 
and was so long that I began to entertain 
apprehensions for her safety.' 

" The governor endeavoured to assum^ 
an ^'ir of dejection^ and condoied with 
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the doctor in such warm terms as wauld 
have deceived me, had I not r^marked a 
ceriBÄnJierie in his eyes, Vvhich fully con- 
vinced me of his insincerity, and that he. 
was a complete hypocrite. 

"I was not much displeased . at this ; 
because it • gave me a perfect insight int^ 
his character, andsetme on my guard. 
It was not, however, withqut some r^gret 
that I beheld a man whose appearance« 
strength. of. mind,, address^ and highly 
polished manner^j should have placed 
hi in. in the most honourable (Situation, 
thus debase bimself by dissimulation, and 
assume a character more suited to men 
of an inferior stamp. 

" During the repast, of which we all 
partook in a very sparing, indeed in a 
very ceremonious, manner, the conversa- 
tion was con6ned to trifling topics, and 
at intervals was altogether suspended^ 
We appeared like three persons intent on 
deceiving each other 3 but, if circum» 
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staiices could entitle us to forra a judg- 
inent on the case, it was obvious, that not 
one of US wasduped on the occasion : our 
endeavoura^ to be at ease, induced a stifF- 
ness fully indicating our real sentiments^ 
and exposing us mutually to detection. 

" The table was drawn aside, and a 
settee was .substituted for tlie chairs on 
which the governor and m3'self had been 
sitting; at the moment this was doing he 
asked if the doctor^ had beea to see his 
patient? and how the matter was likely 
to terminate ? 

" ^ It is impossible to dedde;but if na 
alarming fever should foUow, he may da 
well — ^yet-T-rl will 'not venture to pre- 
dict his recovery. * 

" * Under your care, I should be great- 
ly gurprised if he failed.' The governor' 
Said this in so significant a manner, that 
the good Vaison was much afFected : he 
with difficulty checked the starting tear^^, 
and suddenly quitted the roora*^ 
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" ^ Aha!' Said the governor, with a 
triumphant smile, as the doctor closed the 
bed-room döor. 

" I was so Struck with what had passed, 
that I sat lost in a reverie, and totally 
forgot the Situation in which it had placed 
me. On recovering myself, I attiempted 
to withdraw ; but was gently detained. 

** ^ Annette/ said the governor, ^ I 
would take this oppörtunity of speaking 
with you: sit down, aiid allow me to soli- 
oit your attention to ^bat I afti about to 
. stat^: nay, fear notj what I intend is for 
your comfort, for your benefit ; therefore, 
banish that silly apprehension, and cou* 
fide in my disposition to render you 
happy,' 

" This preamble was neither con- 
vincing, nor pleasing^ I ghuddered at 
the insignificance of my powers, and of 
xay ihfluence, when opposed to those of 
the man who held mein confinement, 
But I feit the necessity of seeming tp 
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lend an ear to what/I doubted not> i^as to 
be the bürden of our discourse : I was 
patient; and, under the hope of taking ad- 
vantage of some indulgence, which might 
await the apparent, though reluctant, to-? 
leratibn of his addresses, made up my 
mind to play my cards to the best Jhe 
occasion might ofFer. In a moment my 
plan was formed; my resolution was fixed ; 
and my hypocrisy was worked up to that 
pitch my Opponent did not, I believe, 
calculate to find brought into competition 
with his own. 

" * You are young, Annette, and know 
little of the world : your susceptibility ren-» 
ders you a warm friend, but an incautious 
one. You are easily led to repWe a con- 
fidence in those who, by a specious mode 
of arguing, added to a conciliating man- 
iier, seem to offer an honest heai:t tö your 
acceptance/ 

" To have doubted the fact, generally, 
would hare been to eontradict my own 
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conscience ; but in this instance the re- 
verse was the case : the specious and con- 
ciliating governor was now pbsting addi« 
tional guards) while he thought he was 
iulling the centinel into a slumber. 

" * You came with Letour : he was a 
gallant fellow, but by no means worthy 
your afFection : his audacity, in lodging 
you in a garri^on where women are not 
allowed to remain as inmates. occasioned 
his death. We are placed in a very 
awkward predicanient by your presence 
among us j for I am bound, by my situa- 
tion, to enforce tiie regulation Ihat prohi- 
bits your stay. It was with extreme dif- 
liculty Ihe doctor's lady was allowed to 
.remain .with him/ 

'^^ This was far from what I had sup- 
|K)sed would have been the subject to be 
discussed : I should have gladly joined in 
the declarätiori regarding the impropriety 
of my stay, had I not been previously 
satisfied that isome latent mischief £^t- 


A ROMANCK. 143 

tached to the whole purport of whatever 
tiiscourse the governor might hold with 
me ; and had I not been fully apprized, 
that Madame Vaison would most cheer- 
fuUy have waived the indulgence ju«t 
noticed. 

" ^ You shall not be detained, Annette; 
you shall be restored to your friends. 
The good father who honoured us with 
bis Company has received the address of 
your family, who will in a few days again 
embrace you. ' 

" Oh ! my dear, dear friends ! how did 
my heart bound as he flattered me with 
the hope of being once more encircled by 
your arms ! Joy hastehed each pulse, 
and lighted up my countenance, which 
beamed with all those blissful emanations 
that await the return of happiness. 

•^ * Ah ! sir,' I exclaimed, * can it be 
possible that you interest yourself in the 
welfare of Annette? She will be grateful 
to you for this kindness. SUe will pray 


144 THE dominican; 

for you ; §he jvill prostrafe herseif at the 
sfarine of St, Gal for your prosperity/ 

*' Nothing can equal the extacy I feit 
at the prospect of being liberated ; all my 
bbasted caution and duplicity vanished^ 
and I opened my heart without reserve 
to the governor, whose character I began 
to suspect had been greatly misrepre- 
sented. 

*^ The conversation turned on the affairs 
of Monsieur Vaison« Being eager to 
know who they were, I put the qüestion 
boldly to the governor. 

** * He is a State prisoner ; his crimes 
were of such magnit.ude, that nothing but 
the extreme humanity of the «mperor 
could have spared the life of a man, who 
had become so odious to his fellow Ci- 
tizens/ 

** ' I presume this fortress has n;iany 
such condemned persons within its walls ?' 

« « Y^s, Annette, there are several who 
do not remain by choice : some are con- 
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fined for a certain term, others for Hfe : 
the doctor is of the latter class. He is 
an intriguing character, and we are 
obliged to watch him very narrowly. 
The whole of the Tyrol, in which we are, 
is a very strong country; indeed, for the 
most part, impenetrable ^ eise he would 
not have so much liberty as he enjöys.* 

" * Bat, sir, this place seems to be so 
completely sequestered, tbat, I should 
suppose, you must have particular marks 
whereby to ascertain your route : the whole 
country is so wild, and the förtress is so 
contrived, that it must be impossible for 
one, not previously instructed in the pas- 
sages leading to it, to find an entrance/ 

** ^ True, Annette, the emperor select- 
ed this Spot for the confinement of delin- 
quents of a superior cläss, on account of 
its privacy : all who are sent hither are 
conveyed, at least forty miles, in a ma- 
chine, in which they are so completely 
cased, that it is utterly impossible for 
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them to £>rm the most dista^t conjecture 
as to the route by which they proceed j 
and the same precaution is adopted when« 
ever they are discharged. But, my dear, 
you seem to be fatigued j I will give you 
a cordjalf which will recruit your frame 
and restore your spirits/ 

*' He arose, and opened a little ciip- 
board, from which taking a crystal bottle, 
he presented me a small glass of *tbe 
most delicious liquor I ever tasted. It 
was extremely rieh and fragrant. In a 
few minutes I feit myself quite exhilarat^ 
^^ and became absolutely loquacious. 

*'. I was the more pleased, because the 
goyernor did not in the least trespass 
upon decorum^ but expresised himself 
v^rit^h kindnessy snch as appeared to be 
ppmpletely disinterested. H<q gave me 
spme cautions in regard to the doctor 
and bis lady ; and^ after repeated assur« 
ances 6f bis firm friendship, lighted a 
small taper that stood on a little brackßt. 
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äwd, putting it into my hahd, wished m^ 
a good night. 

" It is not easy to describe what were 
my thoughts ön this occasion: as I pässted 
through the doetor's Chamber, the good 
Alice was sitting at the side ef the bed, 
conversing with Madame; who seerned» 
I thought, to be surprised at my long 
stay with the governor, Monsieur Vaison 
lield me afFectionately by the band ; and, 
opening the door of my apartment, took 
leave of me with parental tenderness; ris- 
eommending to me to read the letter with 
great attention, and to profit by the 
knowledge it conveyed. 

^* The various occurrences of the day 
fiitted in my memory like the famt recol- 
lections of a confused dream: I cotild 
' scarcely think them real ; nor cönld I 
bring myself to any conclusive opinion 
as to thfe merits of the govemor, or th^ ' 
delinqüency of Monsieur Vaison; Fpr a 
while I sat on the edge ofmy Bed, and 
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considered all that had beert stated on 
either side: but it was to no purpose. 

" The letter I supposed -would enable 
me to dedde; but on searchjng for it in.' 
my pocitet it was gone !■ Vexation, dis- 
appoiiitment, and fear, now made me 
tremble; it was in vain I searched ; thc 
scrutiny only convinced me of the loss. 

" I was in donbt whetiier to inform the 
doctor of it] or not; but recollecting, tbat 
he could not fail to discover my negU- 
gence, Itappedat thedoor, andacquaint- 
ed him with my misfortune. 

" Tiie good man's confusion was far 
greater than my own, and the alarm 
which pervaded the mind of Madame 
Struck me with horror. In the first trans- 
ports of consternation,sbe blamed Iierhus- 
band for putting pen to paper,,by which 
substantial proofs of his having given me 
informatiun would be exbibited, and the 
:onsequences be entaiied on the 
ty, She blamed me in very 
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round terms, and even cursed the day.on 
which she had ever seen me. 

**_ Monsieur Vaison was, however, ex* 
tremely temperatej and, though he re- 
gretted my vvant of care, bis chidings 
were more in the tone of admonition 
than of censure. He thought it possible 
I jnight have left it somewhere in the 
room, before we went to supper; and 
took the candle to search about the bed, 

•* The quick eye - of Madame soon 
Jighted Qn, the object of our solicitude: 
perceiving the letter, as it lay partly 
under a handkerchief, she seized it with 
exultation. The doctor held forth bis 
band to receive it, but such was the State 
of Madame's mind at the moment, that 
the paper was torn to pieces in an instant : 
she gave the fragments to Alice, who com- 
mitted them to the flames. 

" * My dear, said the doctor, you have 
acted inconsiderately : it was indispen- 
sably tiecessary that jVnnette should have 
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faeeti infoitned of the particulars; eise 
how oould she act up to that part,which, 
ia Order to secure our libcration^ she must 
assume ?' 

" * Don't talk to nie of parts^ when I 
|See she is negligent, and more caiculated 
for discovery than for secrecy,* said Ma- 
dame. * I h'ad foolishly entertained the 
hopc of deriving aid from her prudence 
,and good sense; but I have done with 
her. What ! shall we expose our lives to 
the carelessness of one who shewü fio little 
«ittention to matters of the high'est ^an-^ 
portance? Come> Monsieur Vaison, get 
into bed> and praise God it was no 
worse/ 

•* Seeing it was in vain to argue with 
one so irritated, and trusting to the kind 
dtsposition of the doctor> I remäined per- 
fectly calm, and retired to my room with 
less chagrin than I have often experienoed 
from more trivial causes. 

•' It was, however, late before I feil 
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asieep: such was the Impression made 
upon me by the very great kindness of 
the governor, and such the doübts I 
foegan to entertain regarding the charac- 
ter of the döctor, that I was absolutelv 
prepossessed consideraHy to the prejudice 
of the latter, before my eyes clösed for the 
night. 

" The deportment of Madame the riext 
morning, rather tended tö confirm my 
change öf dpinion : she Was reserved, and 
I thoughC disobiiging { her an&wers vver& 
siiapplsh äild uninänneriy« The doctor 
retamed his mxx^l politenesi^, and was 
evidently mueh hurt, to see his lady coii- 
diict herseif in such a matitier towards me. 

** It was no small pleasure to me to 
learri, that the wounded person was likely 
to recover ; even though I was not äs yet 
certified as to the fäte of the young of- 
icer : the great concern feit by the doctor, 
for the poor man's welfare, was suiTicienf 
to CKcite my compassion, and to cause 
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my offering the most fervent prayers for 
his recovery. 

" Madame remained in her room, and 
the doctor led me into the hall, where we. 
found the governor waiting for us. After 
breakfast the . doctor went to see his pa* 
tient a second time, and I accepted the 
governor's invitätion to walk with him 
Tound the garrison. 

" He led me through the same pas- 
sages I had already visited, and into ä 
little garden, surrounded by prccipices:. 
we saw very few of the soldiers ; the bar- 
racks, the kitchen, &c. seemed almost 
empty. But in every post the guards 
seemed to be doubied, and particulaxly 
alert. 

" Our conversation was not confined 
to any 3ingle subject; we talked of the 
grand masses of rock every where to 
be Seen, of the beauties of cultivated 
countries, aud of the different modes of 
living in various parls of Switzerland, 
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** Thje governor appeared to have stu- 
died mankind^ bis remarks were judicw 
ous^ and generally supported by appro- 
priäte Gonfirmations founded on well-^ 
known factsf, or on sound reäsoning : be 
abounded in anecdote, • and possessed a 
pleasant manner of relating tbem. 

" It vvould be fastidious in me to say I 
was not partial tö bim: the truth isvthat, 
nqtwithstanding what I had seen of bis 
duplicity, so completely were my senti- 
raents changed, th^-t I feit btirt, and 
asbamed of ever baving entertained an 
opinion to bis prejudice. 

" I considered hioi as a man of emi- 
nent abilities, selected by tbe emperor to 
an important trust ; and made no doubt 
but the malevolence of Madame pro- 
ceeded entirely from the severity with 
which he was necessarily .compelied to 
treat bis prisoners r for when I maturely 
weighed all that had been said by the 
doctor, or his lady, not a word appeared 

h5 
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Mrhich negälived - my adoption of such 
ideas : on the other hand, it seemed very 
IHfeely that they wished to draw me into 
some' seheme for their own benefit, and 
to make me subservient to their purposes; 

" As to their obtaining my enlarge- 
xnent^ that I reckoned was out of their 
power: besides, there coiild be no occa- 
sion for any clandestine attempt, when I 
feit assured the governor meant to restore 
me to niy frjends. 

" Therefore, after deliberately weigh- 
ing all that could be urged on either side 
of the question^ I came to the determln- 
ation of avoiding every thing that could 
bear the Imputation of treachery, or of 
intrigue; and made up my mind to avaii 
myself of the partiality which, I thought, 
the governor had began to entert ain for 
me : nay, I feit attached to him, and even 
became rather indifferent as to my futiire 
detention. 

** Do me the justice> nevertheless, to 
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suppose that my thoughts were not al- 
together abstracted from the state in 
which 1 Jiad left my dear auiit ! Ah ! no: 
many an hour has been passed in tears, 
ät the recöUection of what she must have 
sufFered in conseqüence of my absence. 

** And when my aged father's wanti$ 
rushed upon löy memory^ my brairi was 
liearly turned. Yet, in the midst of all 
my sufFerings, of all my fears, of all my 
doubts, hope cheered me with the assur- 
atice of speedy restoration to happiness. 
My youthful gaiety, and my sahguine dis- 
position, made me consider my misfor- 
tuiies as trivial, aiid l^ore me upi against a 
number of ills that would have overwhelm- 
ed one possessed of less fortitude ; or, I 
should rather say, öf a less flow of spirits», 

*^ The favoürable sentiments I enter- 
tained töwards the governor tapidly in- 
creased; I beheld him with admiration ; 
I listened to hini with eager attention ; 
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I studied to please him: in shört— *I 
loved him ! 

" Nor should my doing so create sur- 
prise: he was handsome, respectful, and 
kind. Oh! how many amiable women 
lament the absence of even one of those 
qualifications, from the characters of theii^ 
lords ! How many would resign beauty, 
rank, and riches, for what is so easy, so 
pieasing to bestow — for — jkindness ! 

** As we were returning into the pas- 
sage leading to the fortress, I observed a 
small grotto excavated in the side of a 
huge mass of granite : the entrance was 
beautifuUy ornamented with a profusion 
of various coloured stones^ which seemed 
to have been collected with no small 
labour and care. 

" The governor tbld me it was a little 
dpetreat, in which Madame Vaison occa- 
sionally enjoyed the freshairj and, that 
she had taken considerable pains to ob- 
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lain the Ornaments -, which the troopers 
occasionally picked up on the borders of 
the Rhine, and presented to her. 

" I longed to see the interior, butiihe 
governor declined ; urging, that it was 
always locked, and, that Madame had the 
key. He also observed to me, that she 
had an unaccountable objection to ad- 
mitting any person, except her husband> 
within it. 

** The circumstance Struck me forci- 
blys and, though I suppressed my ei>- 
quiry at the moment,made me extremely 
eagerto gain admission. 

** We passed on, and retumed to the 
hall^ where the governor found a letter : 
he took it into his library, in which he 
remained for upwards of an hour, and 
then returned with one he had written : it 
was instantly dispatched by a horseman. 

" During the whole day he appear- 
ed uneasy : he ate but little dinner, and 
went to the out posts^ there directing 
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his telescope towards tbe lake whkh I 
had seen wheu in coinpany withf Ma» 
dame Vaison. 

** Fioding the time hang* very heavy, 
I endeavpured to amuse my seif with 
reading; the governor having kindly 
supplied me with books : but they were 
mostly on subjects far beyond my under- 
standing, and afforded me Jittle variety 
or gratification. On my mentioning 
a wish to obtain some materials for 
needle.work, embroidery, &c., the go- 
vernor conducted me into a little doset, 
where, in yarious drawers, I föund an 
immense assortment of silks, satins, 
broca^es, tissues, gold and silver lace, 
and thread, and an unlimited variety of 
all the reqüisites for my purpose, 

*' Several days past in this man- 
ner: I alienated myself by degreeö from 
the doctor and his lady, who often eyed 
me with much carnestness; the former 
had sometimes a tear starting from his 
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eye, as, wheiiever the opportunity offöred, 
he took my liand between botli bis own, 
and pressed it with extreme agitation. 

« This conduct surprised,. and con- 
founded me ; it caused me frequently to 
revolve in my mind what could be the 
cause of that excessive interest Monsieur 
Vaison appeared to take in my affairs: 
at times I thonght it might be the eiFect 
of an iliicit passi6n, and resolved to ayaid 
giving him the smallest encoura^ement, 
or to allow bis seeing me, though but 
for a moment, in private. 

** In the mean time my attachment 
to the governor became absolütely un- 
controlable : he was ever in my thoughts 5 
and, even at table, my tongue, as well 
as my eyes, betrayed the sentiments I 
entertained in bis favour. He, however, 
preserved a certain distant deportment; 
which, while it convinced me of bis rec- 
titude and good intentibns, cäüsed' me to 
aot with less reserve, and to consider 
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myself perfectly secure from any attempt 
to injure my peace of mind. 

** I had retired one morning into my 
little apartment, and had just sat down 
to finish a waistcöat o( white satin, which 
Ihad tamboured in secret, for the pur- 
pose of siirprising the objeet of my affec- 
tion with a present of my own work, 
when the doctor stole in so quietly, that 
he was at my side without my having 
any notice of his approach. 

" He put his finger to his lips, and, 
with great caution, drew a smäll stool 
from under my toilet : he seated himself 
close before me, and taking my band in 
liis usual way, hesitated before he spoke 5 
his countenance at the same time be- 
traying considerable emotion, mixed with 
dejection, 

" Though by no means alarmed, I feit 
confused: my hmbs trembled, mycheeks 
glowed, and my heart beat with such 
force as considerably obstructed my 
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respiration« It was so long before the 
doctor could collect himself to address 
me, that I certainly should have spoken, 
to enquire the occasion of his visiting me 
in so extraordlnary a manner, were it 
not that my tongue, partaking of the 
sensations that pervaded me, refused 
obedience to my will. 

" * Charming Annette !' said Mon- 
sieur Vaison, his eyes beaming with ten- 
derness — ^ charming Annette !' 

'^ He sighed, and sbook his head, in 
se^ing agony of thought. 

" ^ Deign, lovely girl, to listen to me, 
I would reveal — but— nay, you Could 
not be so cruel ! ' 

" The tears burst from their matrices, 

and flowing down his convulsed oheek^ 

gave such a melancholy cast to his couti« 

tenance^ that^ by a rapicl transitiod^ my 

- whole soul was warmed to pity, 

You seem unhappy, my dear sit ?' 
He sighed, or rather he ^roaned, 
but made no reply. 
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" I was amazedy and having now re- 
covered a certain degtee of calmness, 
eadeavoured to. guess ät the cause of his 
agitation. Whether yanity or ignorance 
prompted rae^ I know not ; but the con- 
clusiön of ihy thou^ts attributed the 
lYhoIe to love. 

" ^ You may have perceJved, Ma- 
dembiselle, that I häve been pkrficu- 
lariy latent 6n otttaining k private in«* 
terview: thb tnom^nt has bteü f^vottr-» 
sble U^ aiy Wi^ies : Msdame teing nd\r 
engaged in sonle particülar businetäis r^ 
latire to the |)ers(in whp wds froürideä«ii-* 

** My thQu§^bla- n6w changed.^ their 
object : Imagination presented to me a 
lovely youth, süffering under all the an* 
gdish of corporeai^ ahÜ of mental feelidg. 

x 

/* ' WHat dew misfortune awaits himJ* 
cried I with impatience. 

" ' Silence, my dear, we shall be over* 
beard — ^time is precious, and I must not 
lose this opportunity of ' 

" At this moment something pon* 
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derous feil ai the door ofthe Chamber. 
I Started up, and saw Madame Vaison 
lying in convulsions just within the 
threshold ! 

" * This is Strange/ said the doctor, 
who appeared considerably affected by 
so unaccouHtabte an incident. * This is 
Strange—-! Surely something müst have 
happened to Pierre V 

*^ ^ Pierre !— -who do you mean^ doc* 
tor ?• 

*• The coiouf fef^ook Mos^icur's 
cheeks, he appeared confused^ and^ 
withoüt giving me an ansvref, ran to 
his ecritoire for a lahcet While he 
was lookifcg at its point, my attention 
was atlracted to the window^ by a voice 
which calied to me to beware how I con- 
ducted myself. 

*^ Astonishment deprived me of lily 
faculties^ I sank on my little bed, quite 
overcome, and perfectly senseless, How 
long I Temained in that Situation I know 
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not, but when the fit subsided, and al- 
lowed me to collect my wandering 
fhoughts, I perceived the doctor sitting 
thoughtfully, on the stool he had former- 
\y drawn close to my chair. He was 
disturbed from his reverie by a heavy 
sigh which, to my great chagrin, invo* 
luntarily escaped mej I was in hopes 
of being able to observe the conduct of 
Monsieur Vaison, and, possibly, to col- 
lect something from whatever expres- 
slQn3 might eßcape bim : for he was ex. 
tremeJy addicted to soliloquize. 

'* With ä look which spoke his feel- 
ings, he slowly approached, and seated 
himself on the side of the bßd: tak- 
ing my band, to feel my pulse, which 
he seemed to consider with great atten- 
tion, • You are better I perceive, An- 
nette ?' 

" So much was I enfeebled, that it 
was not in my power to make him any 
answer j bowever, I feJt in a great mea- 
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sure relieved from an oppression which 
resembled suffocation, and managed to 
swallow some preparation which the 
doctor gave me in a small cup. 

'* The recollection of the warning voice 
gave me inexpressible uneasiness : I had 
not a doubt bat the governor had watched 
the doctor into my room ; and, by means 
ofthat com plete knowledge he possessed 
in regard to every avenue, and opening, 
about the fortress, had thus announced 
his acquaintance vvith our interview. 

" But the sudden appearance of Ma- 
dame was perfectly unaccQuntable : 
though the dpctor's alarm, regarding 
the person . whom he now had calied 
Pierre, led me to conclude, that some 
afflicting intelligence as to his fate had 
hastened her return 5 and, that before she 
could announce it, extreme agitation had 
bereft her of sense. 
. " ' You will of course, Annette, for 
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all our sakes, be secret as to, our'having 
bad an interview in your Chamber/ 

" I was silent; the imposition of 
secrecy appeared to be highly unbe- 
coming, and I was about to say as mucb^ 
xvhen the sound of Madame's voice, im- 
periously summoning her husband, mad6 
the latter Start from his seat. 

*' He again put his finger to his lips, 
and, with a look expressing earnest so- 
licitude, quitted my Chamber^ 

** As he left the döor partly open, I 
was able to hear oecasionally a few words 
of the conversation they entered into. 
Madame was extremely violent, and often 
«ttered terms of execration, which were , 
without doubt levelled at myself. 

** The doctor, throughout, remained 
calm» and seemed rather to expostulate, 
aiid endeavouring to conciliate his intern- 
perate lady ; who, probably, seeing that 
^e door was not closed> came towards it^ 
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and banged it to with such viplence as 
shocked my whole frame. 

" The foregoing occurrences not only 
surprised, but alarmed and indisposed, 
me considerably. 

" Immured nnder such extraordinary 
circumstances, and seein g no hope of 
escape, judging that the doctor and Ma. 
dame were not proper persons to ebn- 
fide in, and the governor having allowed 
day after day, and week after week, to 
pass without fulfilling his promise of 
restoring me to my family, my heart was» 
heavily oppressed, and my tears flowed 
in torrents. 

^* Dinner was announced« and we all 
repaired to the great hall, with very dit 
ferent feelings, and sorae variety in our 
aspects ; though all endeavoured to con- 
ceal their sentiments, and to assume an 
air of social gaiety . Knowing that my 
own affected levity was purely hypocri- 
tical^ the forced smiles of Madame, es- 
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pecially when she had occasion to ad- 
dress me, caused but an indifferent 
opinion of the Company at large, and 
taught me to reflect on those arts, and 
that duplicity, which are so often, and 
so successfiilly, practised ^ upon the cre- 
dulous and good natured. 

" The governor was at times ex- 
tremely thoughtfui ; and, to me, seemed 
to eye the doctor with a jealous eye; 
while the latter evidently had lost even 
that little confidence with which he ordi- 
narily addressed the chief. 

" There appeared to be something 
going on, that threatened to overwhelm 
the small portion of tranquillity whicli 
had been gradually accumulating; änd I 
had not a doubt but, that the discovery 
made by the governor would produce 
serious consequences on Monsieur and 
Madame Vaison; whose society now 
became not only irksome, but, as I 
judged, extremely dangerous. 
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" Seeing them retire tq their apart- 
ment after dinner, I took . my hat and 
vest, which lay upon a chair in the hall, 
and went out to the terrace and parade 
by the ordinary route ; with which^rac- 
tice had rendered me perfectiy familiär. 
A volume of Petrarch, my almost co!i- 
stant companion, served to amuse me 
for a while, and chased from my mind 
many an unwelcome thought that re- 
peatedly endeavöured to obtAide itseif 
into notice. 

" I had not been long absent from 
th^ interior of the garrison, before I 
perceived the governor as^c^ding to the 
parade, where I was sitting on a bench 
' hewn out of the soljd rock, by the path« 
way along which the troops had pro« 
ceeded to the cenietary, when poor Le- 
tour was buried. The particulars of 
that Scene recurred to my memory, and 
added to the lowness occäsioned by the 
occurrences of the forenoon. 

TOL. JK I 
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*^ My mind flitted with incredible 
rapidity over my misfortunes, and in- 
duced such a profound state of reflec- 
tion^ that the governor had alreädy as- 
cended the terrace, and was within a few 
yards of me, before the sound of his foot- 
steps, echoed with some force by the. adr 
jacent heights^ recalled my attention to 
his äpproaeh. 

" He smiled at the confusion I be- 
trayed on recovering from my absence 
of thought, and» in. the möst affable man- 
ner, seated bimself by me, Notwith- 
standing my endeavours to conceal tfae 
inquietude which filled my mind» it was 
not difiicuit for him to discover my emo- 
tion : I believe, indeed» that the eifort 
I roade to appear composed, like the 
oyerstrained conduct ,of designing per- 
sons, operated rather against my inten- 
tion. V , 

^^ He interrogated me, with extreme 
delicacy, as to tfae^ cause, of my dejection ; 
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assuring me, at the same time, ' that» 
if ia his power to älleviate what, I ap- 
peared to suffer, tiothing should be 

■ 

omitted wh'ich could tend to iny relief.* 
**'I röpeated my earnest desire to visit 

my friends at Constance. 

"He smiled,' and, with a countenance' 

füll of benignity, deolaried his intention^ 

of conveying me to them in p^ri^on. 
" I asked hira when. t . ' 

" He hesitated, but told me it. was his 

wish to be introduced to my; family ; he 

hoped ^ with some claim to tHeir esteem»' 

' » • ■» ' 

" I knew not what answer to make; for 

*..■'• ' . ' * ■ 

I feit that my partiality for him might 

lead me into some indiscretion ; or, at 

4 

least, into too open an ävowal x>( the fa- 
vourable sentiments I entertained in bis 
behalf: while, at the same time, the masn-^ 
ner in which I had been brought to th^ 
fortress, and the length of time I had bee^^ 
detained, while I had no doubt that my 
liberation was at all times präcticable^ 
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ai;id, only. w&nted his sanction, caused 
me to remain for a while silent. 

.' » p • ; ^ 

f* ^ I am pleased, Annette, with the 
anxiety you have evinced to be restored 
tp your friends^ itf satisfies me thatyou 
would repay, with equal assiduity, the 
affections pf that happy man whom you 
should hanour with this lily hand : would 

*J . » *- ' - '. • - . 

to heaven.I^could obtain such a trea- 

sure!' 

" This open declaration was perfectiy 

unexpectjed, and threw me completely 

into confusion. My limbs tremWed, 

Ttiy heart beat with violence, and I 

fainted gradually into the governor's 

arms. On being restoi*ed to my sensesj 

I perceived him standing before me, wifch 

a small phial, the contents of which he 

was rübbing upon my temples. 

" This kindness, which was accom- 

paiiied With the wärmest expressions of 

affection, and ^ couptenance replete with 

solicitude, decided whatever might have 
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remained doubtful, in regard to bis amiaA 
ble principles. .: : ■ ^ 

" Seeing me revive, he embraced mä 
with transport^ and kissed me with rajH 
turous deligbt. He said a: thou^and ten- 
der thingS3 which were coacloded with 
the resolution that our nuptialä 3houfd 
not be delayed : the next day^was ap- 
pointed 'for the ceremony; but tind^F 
the express injunction of itsJbfeing kept 
a profound secret. . - 

*•' Accofdingly, the next morning we 
were united in the hoJy tyänds by a priieist^ 
whose couritenance appeared- qüite fa-* 
miliar/ and who seemed as mucH äs pÖ5-^ 
sible to avoid meetirig my eyei; tho'üglV 
en that head he might have quieted liis' 
apprebensions, if he had arty, as I was' 
too ftiuch abashed to ventiire more'-ocW' 
lar research, thän resuUed'fronfi thea^feP 
dental glances which ' urt}ht611tÄ)ilsüVy^ 
escapedme, . .0 ^..r! n^ ]?.-3awob 

« When the compaffty ^wePe^sseflibTilF 
in the dinner hall, theigÖveifttö!Mc^äuct- 
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i^^3i€ f]:pm thedoctor's apartment, where 
I was sitting, all in a tremor, and, placing 
TOfi a^t^the head of the table, announced 
cmr. Ufaion. Nothihg can exceed the as- 
tpnisbment . of Monsieur fend Madame 
Vaisoib on that occasion: thfey changed 
Cölour, and appeared considerably agi- 
t^ted ; tbough it was evident they were 
studjous to coneeai those feelings, which 
I attributed to'fear on his,^ and to ^nvy 
on hep> part. 

.^ ^* Wh^n the repast was over, andthat 
I-was about to retire, the govfernor rang 
a bdl;.when instantly a yoang woman, 
Qf very dpcei^t appearance, entered at the 
door which opened into the study. A 
significant look frbm the governor, indi- 
cated that I ßhould^ foUow her; which I 
4i4, >w4thout hie^t^tion, but not without 
(^ting 81 look towards the döctor and his 
I%4y) both of whpm seemed extremely 
downcast on the occasion, and scarcely 
ijentured to notice my retiring. 
^* T^ «atcl led me through a long suit 
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of rooms^ ^legantly furtiished, into a spa- 
cious Chamber, where every articte of fui^ 
niture, ^nd of convenience, wasi to be seen 
in the highest stile. She shewed me variöus 
closetSy presseS) and a flight of back stairs^ 
which led down to a süperb marble bath^ 
dressing room/&c. 

** It is utterly impossible to describe the 
surprise, as well as the pleasure, which 
resulted from this change: it appeared 
like 9( dreatn« Hencefdrth, I had not thö 
least doubt but, that every thing would 
be done which Could contribute to the 
satisfaction of my friends, as well as tö 
my own happiness. 

" Some circumstances, nevertheless, ex*- 
cited my curiosity; these were, that aftet 
the marriage had been solemnized^ and 
that too in the presence of the priest only, 
the governor made me promise in the 
strongest terms, that * I never would di- 
vulge the name by which he had beea 
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' allied to me at the altar:' also, that that 
name was differ^nt from what was 
written as the address of many letters 
he was in the habit of receiving: it lite- 
wise appeared eurious, that some were 
orily marked with ä cruqifix, either in red 
or black ; and, tliat only one particular 
person was ever entrusted to.deliver such 
iuto his hands. 

" It was not long before I collected 
sufficient courag^ to ask what those 
crosses me^nt : he replied they were dis- 
patches from the Emperor, regarding se- 
,cret üircumstahces relating to the pr ison- 
ers; andj, that if he were to divulge their 
Contents, he should be condemned to 
. perpetual imprisonment. 

" The answer appeared perfectly sa- 
tisfactory, and so far convinced me that 
the reasons for other parts of his conduct 
wouid prove equaUy proper, that I had 
little curiosity to inquire into them : nei^ 
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ther had I any doubt of his volüBlaai!äy:i 
explaining -whatevqr was^: pro|)er .iSirf >iBßö 
toknow. . 'itT.v^?' ^i ao[j?id 

" In this Situation, »hö,wesrer'.oirag|iiHL 
scribed, and however slrange^iiaJmiqDg^ 
reipects» I lived four mpiiäis xziomförtaUdi^ 
contented» and» excepiin^ «Ay^xinsAety ^r 
See my frjends, perfedtfy^.hpjipja'icll':i^v^ffi 
treated with attention»: iiodi;re9pQC<^:fi)[ym 
every one; tbough the dbcborBT^ddhiot 
.lady had somethiivg : in : thdiv ^^^nännept 
towards me^ which appeätioii sol iiiidre^^ 
ing, and so mournfui, that my curiosit^da 
was considerably excited, and> tl jfibK^ülU 
wUIicigly liave sou^t «an eKplapiiJbion^z 
had not the conduut of .thei fermoif^i&iAiif 
the warning given* through the'^jwomß 
dow, filled mer müh apprehension^ aisfl 
urged HiQ to evade ; every. possibla vmeaatifcj 
' of subjecting myself tu. fmüwt: occuht'> 
rences ofthat description; i:v ) ^ ^,> j,(. al 

"After having so long^iresiidedinlithisi; 
B^ecluded State, enjoying .ihe Jow land^ 

i 5 
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friendship, of ' a man in every instance' 
ftzDiabte, I determined^ tinder bis appro^ 
batioii, to repair to Constance^ and' to 
iHtrodöoe iny beloved hmsband to the 
b^flpitfifaie, bat lanitblei roof of tay dear 
BXdktr ^cvy ihimg was ärranged^ and 
we rfereto haisp aet otit the n^xt morn« 
lag befor« dnjibreaky/wheii a sudden re-^ 
j^qkftidB qecnrred to me of paying avisit 
te. ihk ^ave of the iinfevtunate Letour ; 
regan£fiig whom so many enquiries would 
probaUjr« be itasade by my friends at Con- 
ütaoceu 

*^ Accdrdiogly^ I proceeded through the 
sevetal passages leading to the parade^ 
intendin^to go along the windhig route^ 
aaicng the ürags> into the cemetery, 
DescendiDg from the parade, to a 
place where I never had beep^ I per« 
ceived the grotto formerly described. 
In the court y ard adjoining thereio stood 
ä tal] w^man^ habited as a nun, and ap* 
parentiy iA.<k«p thought. At times she 
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€ast her eyes towards the heavens, joiti- 
ing her händig, obviously, in fervent; 
prayer; while at other moments she; 
seemed in bitter anguish; applying the 
border of her veil to her eyes, as though 
removing sorrow's overflow. 

" As she turned accidentally towardi 
the place where I i^pod, Aiy figure was 
distinctly displayed to her by the strong: 
light of a brilliant suii. I was inde^ 
conspicuous, and near enough for her to' 
distioguisb, that it was not Madame Yai* 
son she beheld. Her strojig marked 
countenance wa^s instantly changed s all 
the violent passions seemed to concentre 
in her features, while she for a few mo- 
ments eyed me; which done, with fury in 
her löoks and manner, she darted into 
the grotto, and disappeared. 

" It were^ vain to attempt the descrip« 
tion of what I feit, noc could I, with better 
hppe ofsuccess, commence the detail of all 
those ideas, which süccessively bewilder- 
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ed my brain. I was lost in amazement, 
and would have given w^rlds to become 
acquainted with the particulars of what 
had just been before me : my ^eyes were 
rivetted to the door of the grotto, with 
the.eager hope of seeing the nun return 5 
but in vain 3 she was gone. 

" Just as I was about to retire from 
the scite of my observations^ ^ shadow 
proceeded along the area in which the 
grotto. stood : it was for a while station- 
är j; but again advanced, until at length 
I discovered the young officer who had 
so much attraoted iny attentipn> and 
who^ I concluded> was the person alluded 
to under the name of Pierre by Mon* 
sieur Vaison, when bis lady fainted at the 
door of my little Chamber. J 

" The youth advanced with a cautioui? 
Step towards the door of the grotto : he 
tapped gently^ but no answer was. giveQ : 
he repeated the signal, but without effect. 
Suddenly he turned about^ j^ ^hougb at- 
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tracted by some object; and with an 
active^ but light, pace gakied aismall path, 
whieh led xip frora the area, among Ihe 
rocks whereby it was surrounded. 

** After a few partial views of him among 
the fissures as he ascehded^ he was loi^t to 
my sight: but I continued seajching for 
him in the direction he had taken. until I 
feit myself forcibly seized by the Shoulder. 

** Uttering a loud shriek, I hastily 
turned round, and saw the nun; who, 
with eyes nearly bursting from their 
sockets» and a vi^age altogether terrific, 
looked me hard in the face, while she re- 
tained her grasp, with both hands, so firm- 
ly as to give me excruciating pain. 

*^ Happily, the danger with whieh I 
was threatened by the attack rather sum- 
moned, than chased away, my fortitude, 
and I had sufficient strength to prevent 
the nun from precipitating me among ü^ 
crags. My voice was not deficient on 
the occaslon, for I screamed so forcibly 
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as to attract the notice of the young 
officer, who, it s^ems, had perceived the 
nun clambering änrong the rocks> and 
was following her footsteps. 

" He arrived to my succour in time to 
prevent any serious injury, and sticceeded 
in disengaging me from the nun, to whom 
he, bowever, spoke in the mildest terms, 
and, addressing her by the name of Mar- 
guarite, endeavoured to soothe into a 
State of Subordination. 

^* She did not speak a word, but throw» 
ing herseif backwards on a large mass of 
granite, burst into an hysteric laugh; 
at intervals screaming in the most pierc- 
ing and melancholy tones. , 

" Pierre knew not what to do; he saw 
that we both required assistance; but 
there appeared a wiidness^ which gave a 
particular character to the whole of bis 
- conduct, andmade me doubt whether he 
wa3 more in bis senses tban the nun^ who 
I now doubted not was insane, and that 
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the governor had debarred my visiting 
the grotto, from the appreheusioo tbat 
she might dö me some injury. 

" If I had been surprised at the cir- 
cumstances which had then recently hap- 
pened, I was yet more so on seeing both 
the nun and Pierre suddenly start up, and 
conceal themselves behind the rocks at 
their back« All äppearfed the effect of 
enchantment ; and it is probable I should 
have cälied to them, however much the 
return of the maniac might have terrified 
me, had not the sound of footsteps pro- 
ceeding along the terrace attracted my 
attention. 

** Though it must have been impossible 
for me tohave assigned a cause, yet nothing 
would have grieved me more than the 
discovery of Pierre and the unfortunate 
woman: it naturally occurred to me, that 
the former had some sufficient reasbn for 
evasion ; and, that it would be doing him 
essential disservjce if his concealment 
^ere by my means to be discovered. 
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** I therefore. took Petrarch from my 
pocketj aiK > with pretendecl attention to 
his charming lays, regahied the terrace, 
where my husband was looking over Ihe 
parap^t into the cemetery> seemingly in 
search of me. In bis usual kind and 
warm manner, he took my band, and con* 
ducted me to the stone seat: he. seemed 
pleased; and, ppob^bly owing to tlie^tate 
of bis own mind, overloofced the very un- 
envfable condition of mine^ 

^* We disconrsed on^yarious subjects> 
but chiefly on the happiness \Ve should 
enjoy in making so agreeable a tour,,and 
for so very agreeable a purpose as that of 
visiting my friends. The ^ governor was 
reniarkably cheerful, and paid so many 
compiiments to my temper, figure, and 
other personal qnalifications, that I be- 
came ab^olutely vain, and considered my- 
self to be far superior to the doctor's lady. 

" The agreeable manner in which we 

. conversed, chased away the apprehensions 

" been under. while contendino: with 
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the nun, and quite obliterated the^nemory 
of poor Latour, until the evening closed 
in, and we were retiring to the archway 
vvhich led into the fprtxess, when the little 
path winding down to the cemetery, and 
from which there was a very narrow way 
leading, in a devious manner through the 
crags, to the grotto, Struck my eye. 

'^ At that moment a chill fan through 
my veins, and I was so faint that my 
husband could ' not avoid noticing it. 
With an eagerness indicating the ,warm-» 
est affection, his eye animated with 
eager solicitude, and his arm round my 
waist, supporting me in tiie most tender 
manner, he stopt to inquire the cause of 
so sudden a change« 

" In a faint voice, I requested him to 
lead me into the passage: he did so, and 
seated me in the little guard room, where, 
by the application to my face of a band- 
kerchief moistened with cold water, my 
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strength was gradually restored. In a 
few minutes 1 was well eribugh to pro- 
ceed to the great hall, where we found 
Monsieur and Madame Vaison; who ex- 
pressed great concern atmy Indisposition. 

" We had just taken our seats at the 
coifee table, when a trooper entered 
without any notice, and holding up a 
letter in liis hand, beckoned to the go- 
vernor to follow. There was something 
in the mode of his doing this, and in his 
appearance, which strongly attracted my 
attention. Nor were the doctor . and his 
lady unaffected on the occasion: the 
former became pale, whilethe face of the 
latter assunied a crimson hue, and indi« 
cated that she feit a deep interest in, or 
that she was aware of^ some important 
transaction to which the letter related. 

*' My husband no sooner saw the letter. 
than he started up, and hurried out of the 
room into the passage, in which we could 
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tel!y by the cessation of their footstepsf, 
and by that kind of sibiUation pröduoed 
by low whispering, they had stopped. 

" I feit uneasy, and so far forgot myself 
as to inquire of the doctor, what could be 
the matter ? 

" He gave no answer, but appeared in 
a manner entranced, or stupefied; whiie 
Madame's eye moistened, her lip trem- 
bled, and her respiration became ex* 
tremely difficult* 

" During the governor's absence from 
the hall, not a word was spoken: 
he retumed very soon, and appeared 
by no means changed from the State 
of mind in which he had quitted us.' He 
Said* that the monk who had interred 
Letour was extremely ill, and had sent 
an earnest injunction for his attendance 
at the monastery early the next morning. 

" * We will call in our way to Con- 
stance^ Annette : it will not, I hope, de--^ 
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tain US long ^ said my husband wkh an 
air of indiflference. 

** I observed that the words, and the 
manner of their delivery, contributed 
greatly towards the relief of Monsieur 
and Madame Vaison ; who gradually re- 
sumed their serenity, and, after a short 
while, joined in cheerful discourse, Mjy 
damewas, indeed, so completely recovered 
from her inquiettide, that she began to 
recoUect a number of little wants, and 
ibrnished the governor with a written 
, meniorandum regardlng some articles sh^ 
wished' him to bring her frora Con- 
stance. 

" As . vve were to quit the fortr esjs so 
early in the morning, my husband sug- * 
gested tiie expediency o£ our retiring 
early to rest; we therefore took leave 
of the dodtor and his lady, both of whom 
shook me by the band with great earnest- 
ness, and with an appearance of satisfac- 
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tion which almost recohciled me to them* 
The former seemed to linger in his 
farewel, and looked round, äs though 
Wishing for art opportunity of ^ayin'g 
soiiiething in private ; but he had not the 
means, the governor being dose at his 
elbow, and myself particularly cautious 
not to give scope for any Insinuation re- 
garding my propriety of conduct; which 
I was detennined should^ on all occa- 
sions, be frank and honourable. 

** Themaid attended me.into my cham* 
ber, while my husband remained iii the '. 
library, the exterior door of which I per- 
ceived he omitted to fasten. On pny re- 
minding him of it, he observed it was not 
necessary ; as he should have.occasion to 
go towards the stables^ and to deliver his 
written orders regarding some matter s^of 
importance, which were to be entrusted 
to the next officer in authority. 

" During the time the governor was 
occupied in arranging for his departure. 
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I amused myself with assorting, and pack^ 
itigf a number of little Curiosities, the 
natural prodüce of the country, intending 
to present them to my friends at Gon- 
stance. Hour succeeded hour withoul; 
thß governor's fiiiishing what he was in- 
tent upon ; he had several times called to 
request I would not wait for him, but thät 
I would get tö bed, and allow the maid> 
to retire. But my spirits were high in ex- 
pectation of approaching happiness^ and 
I feit no disposition to avail xnyself of his 
indulgence. 

" The door of the stairs leading to the 
bath below was open, and I thought, more 
than once> that I heard the sonnd of foot- 
steps in that direction: sa Skr, indeed) was 
I convinced such wa» not deceptive, that 
I directed the, mäid to go down with a 
taper, and examine particulärly in every 
part : she saw a cat sitting on the bottom 
Step, and returned. 

^ We both laughed at my apprehen- 
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sions, and I Was about to undress^ when 
my husband entered, and told my atten- 
dant she might retire. She accordingly _^ 
quitted me, and went up a neat little 
winding staircase, which opened from a 
Corner of our Chamber, and led to an 
apartment above it, where she always 
slept. 

*• We were not long in undressing, 
and both soon feil into a profound sleep ; 
having set an alarum to awake us when 
the clock should strike four, and seen 
that every thing was in readiness for our 
early departure : a taper was burning in 
the chimney corner. 

" I was awak^xed about t wo o'clock 
by the motion of a band over my breast, 
a^ if searching for something: as my 
eyes gradually opened, I feit the clothes 
gently lifted from ofFmy body, and folded 
back with great caution towards my hus- 
band. When my sight became more per- 
fect, I beheld, at my bed side, the nun with 
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^hom I Iiad struggied on tlie edge of the 
rock. Her eyes were-like vivid sparks ; 
on her countenance viras a horrid, ghastly 
grin ; and while with one band she held 
back, the curtain^ the other, ärmed with a 
dagger, was npraised, as prepared to 
plunge it into my bared bosom. 

" Uttering a loud scream, I sprang up 
in the bed, while the nun was aiming her 
blow, which missed me, and buried the 
j)oniard up to the handle in the bedding. 
My husband) alarmed at my cries, abrupt- 
ly raised himself ; and fortunately, by oc- 
casioiiing me to fall over the side on 
.which he had lain, saved me from the 
fury of the maniac^ who had lost no time 
ip resuming her threatening posture. 

" * Marguarite ! ' exclaimed my . hus- 
band^ * hold, Marguarite, hold!' 

" The nun made no reply, but exerted 
berself, in the most ferocious manner, to 
force her way towards me. She strug- 
gied with the governor, who, with ex- 


i 


I , 


A ROMAircSB» 


m 


treme difiicuity) preserved me frmii her 
ftiry s nor wouid lie perbaps kesve 4^en 
able to secure my safety had I not avaiied 
myself of a fävourable moment to eseape 
through the door into the antiohambier^ 
whkh was peifectäy dark. 

^^ In tfae mean tki^e tJie vei^eatice o(, 
thQ sa^guinary naniac seeyned to have 
changed its object :'shie attaeked my hus« 
j>and with such vigour^ that, bat ^r a 
piUow he snatched from the bed^ it w^iäd 
have been impossible for him to h?Ly6 
evaded the many stabs she madq at htm. 

** At length he suoceeded in tripping 
ttp one of her feet, and throwing her on 
the bed; in which position there vi^as 
little doubt öf bis being able to subdue 
and to disarm her ; for she was neadly 
exhausted by exertion, when suddenly 
the door of the library opened, a^d i 
heard the paces of two persons mevnig 
quickly aeross tbe antichamber, in which 
I lay nearly deprived of sende» 

VOL. II* K 
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^ The quickness of my breathing seem-* 
ed to attract their notice, but they pro- 
ceeded, after a short pause, to the door of 
the Chamber, 

" At Ulis time my husband had suc- 
Geeded in wrenching the dagger from the 
nvin ; ^nd, in the moment -of irritation, 
was about to bury it in her side, when 
one of the persons rapidly advanced and 
seized his arm ; while the other, drawing 
a naked sword from under a cloak, which 
covered him completely, thrust it into the 
govQrnor's body. 

^\ It appeared evident from their man- 
ner^ and from what followed, tiiat the two 
strangers were-not acting in union j and 
thät the tallest, who. had been the first to 
advaiice, and had seized my husband's 
arm, knew nothing of the approach of the 
person who stabbed him. 

" FeeUng liiraself wounded, the gover- 
nor quitted the nun, and, directing him- 
seif against his assailant^ would have cer* 
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tainly dispatched him, had not a vengeful 
blow he aimed at his breast, been resisted 
by a €uirasse he wore under his vest. 

" No soöner was the nun liberated 
than she feil on her knees to the assassin, 
'whOy now changing his position, for hi- 
therto his back had been towards me^ 
shewed to my astonished eyes the features 
of Pierre ! i 

" In the mean while my husband Med 
profosely, and became extremely faint: 
he however maintained an inefFectual 
struggle with the call figure, who endea- 

§ 

voüred to disarm him; thougii at the 
same time intent on keeping Pierre from 
repeating his attäck« 

^^ In that, however, he could not pos- 
sibly have succeeded had I not by a sud- ^ 
deu effort, resulting from fear for the fate , 
of jny beloved, • rushed to the soene of • 
borror, and, by throwing my arms around 
Pierre, precluded the means of bis doing 
farüier injury. 


196 THE irOMlNICAN: 

" The nun, on seeing me, uttered a 
htdeoüs scream, and starting from the 
Position she was in, seized my tiiroat 
With both her hands, andwo^iM certainly 
bave strangied ihe, had not she been 
force^ from me by Pierre, and by the 
other, who, casting aside the cloak in 
wfaich he Was nmffled, discovered himself 
to be — the monk! 

^* I know not tvhich of the party ap- 
peared the mx>st astonisbed: the n^n 
Iboked wifdly around fr^ and wiE)dld hav^ 
escaped down the backstairs, bad Dot tlie 
monk caught her robe, and, pro^ouncfing 
her name in a Ynost imp^^k>iis tone, fotx^ 
ed her to remain. She trembläigly 
obeyed« 

<' Finding th6 danger I bad to appre- 
hend from her was thns iessened, if not 
aünihilated, I ventnred to approach my 
h^sbahd; whosq paliid I^^dks^ and cold 
halfid^ inade me apprehend the worst of 
^ ^"^quences. I rang the befll, tmd ^idted 
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te the maid to dress^ and come down, as 
speedily as po3sible3 at the same time 
throwing over me a morning habit^ 
aiid sueh other dothing as decency de* 
nia\>ded. 

" My sentünenta regarding Pierre wer^ 
ixow Goxnpletely rever3ed: I no langer 
looked at him witb admiration, nor could 
I forhear fronn expressing myself in the 
moät resentful and cantemptuQus terms, 
WbilQ I embrac^ my husband, and be^ 
dewed bis garmenis with te^rs. 

** The nun sat perfectly silent, with an 
s^gry scowl üpon her front 5 her brows 
were contracted, and her eyes stedfastly 
djrected at the place Where the swprd 
had penetrated the goveinor's side, 
Pierre had in hU countenance some- 
thing remarkably fierce, but a beam of 
satisfaction seemed to 9hine Jvovck his 
eye : he did not stay a moment after I 
quitted Jiim; but, thrusting bis sword, 
wet with my hu$band'& blood, into its 
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scabbard, abruptly, and with considerable 
haste, passed through the antichamber 
aiid library, into the great hall. 

"^Thisis all your doing, Madam P 
Said the monk to nie, Iqoking ^ternly in 
my face, ^ and yet I cannot blame you!' 

" The accusation wounded *my very 
soui, and caused me tö look up at the 
man who had the audacity to brand my 
conduct so unjustly. I was just going 
to demand, an explanation, when the 
governor^emphatically, though in a low 
/yoice, pronounced, * 'Tis false 1' 

" My servant now entered the Cham- 
ber, and, seeing the dreadful condition in 
v/hich my husband lay, ran to call the 
doctor, who, at the same time, opened the 
door of the antichamber, and appeared 
fully equipped, as though about to set 
out on a journey. He lo^t no time in 
examining the wound, and in applying 
the proper dressings. 

** I enquired the exteht of the injury. 
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but he declined giving any opinion ; re- 
questiiig me to go mto the hall, where 
I should find Madame, Directing my 
maid to follow me with ^uch parts of my 
dress as I had not been able to arrange, 
I quitted the iscene of sorrow, after em- 
bracing my husband in the most affec- 
tionate manner. I was not a little sur- 
prised, on entering the hall, to see 
Madame, lik'e her spouse, fuHy prepared 
fbr travelling. 

" She shook me affectionately by the 
hand^ aud led me into her Chamber, 
iirging me to expedite what related to 
tny habiliment«, and to take a little re- 
freshment; concluding her injunction with 
stating, that time.was preeious, and that 
it was indispensably necessary to leave 
the fortress before the day dawned. 

^* ^ But, Madame, surely the governor 
cannot travel, and the occasion is not so 
pressing,' 
' " ^ Not pressing, Annette !* Interrupt^« 
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^ Madame^ ^ you are much deceived ii 
you think tbe daylight will find us in 
this infamous ^en with our heads on our 
Shoulders ! The governor is not able to 
trav€l^ nor would he be welcome amoiig 
our party : — but coine> child, hasten^ for 
heaven^s sake; in anotber hour our escape 
would be observed by the guard oh the 
summit ; and^ on the alarm being given^ 
the whole swarm woul4^ scour tbe counr 
try, and w^ should inevitably be re*. 
taken/ 

^^Imagiae what must have been my 
surprise« wben I found» that the whole of 
wh^t had passed resulted irona the con- 
trivanoe of the Vaisons !: In a moment 
my resolution was fixed: I rushed out of 
th& apartment) intending to > summon the 
passage guard to the assistance of my 
hiisband, and to prevent the two male^ 
factors from\ availing themselves of their 
horrid stratagem ; but^ as I was about to 
enter the gallery^ Pierre, who I had not 
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observed qs. he sat pn ^ sopha^ hastily 
strode across my-way, and preveated me 
from reäching the swiiig-dopr. 

^* * Stop, Madaipe> no one caa pass 
that wa|y^. You seem agUated — be calxni 
and learn^ in a few words» that Qur livei; 
are at sta^e ; that liberty i» offered to you 
^that— * 

•" ^ Liberty, viHain ! stand off, nqr dare 
to touch me 'witii thoae blood-stajined 
hands.' 

<* I was about to Iofc^ my wsjy to tlie 
door, when wddenly tb^ nun present^ 
herseif before me-r^my |)lpod wfts phill^d 
•iwfear oyereame me, ^ad I subi^id^d ipt^ 
the most abjeet passiv^nes«; »©twith- 
standing the temperate, but mourxifii} 
aq[>ect she now had assumed. 

" * You mu8t gQ with ns/ sald ishe in 
A low tone, but with such firmness ay 
eonvinced me, that oppositioi) would be 
ttseleisß, and mig^t lead todeisperate jn^at 

k5 
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sures in regard to my husband. * You 
must go with us!* — 

"* But the monk ?'— 

" ^ He is yet your friend ; he knows 
not of , your marriage with — with the 
governor; eise your life would not be 
spared — haste — another hour, and all 

isJost— flyP 

" As she Said this, Pierre, almost 
forcibly, conducted me througk the li- 
brary and the antichamber, into the bed- 
chamber, ' wbere myjiusband was lying 
at length on the floor : his countenance 
indicatedihe approach of death — he was 
yet sensibles and, on seeing me enter 
the apartment, made an effort to rise, 
but was prevented by t,he monk, who, in 
a kneeling posture, gently debarred him. 

" The doctor looked every door as w^ 
passed, and took away the^keys: seeing 
tbat I lingered opposite the place where 
my 'hnsbänd lay^ he endeavoured to 
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press me forward towards tUe stairs 
leading to the bath; but though he pre- 

-m 

vented my embracing him, he could not 
check my voice, Notwithstanding the 
force with which they hurried me out of 
the Chamber, I had time . to exclaun, 
* FareweU ; my love — Farewell»* 

" My words operated instaritaneoiisly 
on the monk; who, starting from the po- 
sition he was in, would have torn me 
from the^arms of Pierre, had not his ea 
deavqurs been jestrained, both 1^ that 
youth, and by the governor, who, seemg 
his Intention, suddenly caught hold of 
his habit, and. prevented the execution of 
his purpose. . 

" The dagger yet lay qn the ground: 
the inonk's eye soon caught the rays 
reflected from its polished biade; he 
ßtooped to grasp it. 

" In the mean while, all, excepting 
Pierre, were out of the apartment: he 
had stopped to sbüt the key ÜQjok within 
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to the outsi(](e, that he might secure tifie 
door after him, when the monk^ by a vi- 
gprous efFort, disengaged himself from 
my husbandy and aimed a blow at Pierre^ 
just as he was closing the door. 

" The point of the dagger grazed 
lipon an iron plate fixed on the edge of 
the frame> in such manner as to alter its 
direction, and to caus6 its penetrating 
the monk's groin« 

** Pierre saw him fall : hastily iasten- 
ing the door, he foDowed us down to the 
little dressing room, in the side of which 
was a spring, that, on being pressed^ li- 
berated a part of the wall, and discoyered, 
,to my astonished eyes, a long narrow 
possage ; e^cavated in the same manner 
as the galleries already described* 

** By the aid of ä light, which Madame 
Vaison bore, we were enabled to thread 
the mazes of a very intricate outlet, in- 
tercepted by various others, leading in 
different directionsi until we came to a 
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ftrotig iron grate, which^ hking locked^ 
obstructed oiir progres». 

'^ A sudden damp was by this un« 
foreseen, or rather fbrgotten, baiurier^ 
thrown upon our spirits : to add to ouir 
danger, voices were heard^ bs of men ap* 
proaching by another gallery; which also 
lad to the grate. 

** Pierre did not hesitate, but making 
XLS . understand by bis conntenance that 
alt should remain silent, he put out the 
light, and we all stood motionless in a 
groupe, a few yards distant from the 
grate* 

*^ The Sounds increased, and were novr 
approaching fast. The clatter of many 
horses' feet was distinguished. At length^ 
two men came towards the barrier^ dis« 
comrsing of a detachment that was to be 
sent that morning to bring in some pro<- 
vision, which was coliected at the mill: 
the^horses £br that purpose were now 
led down by two of the party ; one of 
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whom opened the grate, and passed the 
other man out, with several horses fol* 
lowinghim. , 

^ The person who had opened the grate 
grumbied at the delay of the läzy jfel- 
lows, wha were not as yet heard in the 
gallery: he returned- a little way, and 
hallooed to them. Pierre seized thö 
opportunity, and, causing us^all to pass 
the barrier, contrived, by putting his 
hands through the bars, to lock it also, 
and to bring away the key. • 

" We now pushed forwards with haste, 
and in a very little time came up with 
the horses, the sound of whose footsteps 
guided US in regard" to our distance from 
their leaders, wbile it prevented them 
from hearing öurs. . ^ 

" The trooper went whistling on until 
he arrived at a small opening among the 
woods, about four or five hundred yards 
from the grate. Here he stopped, and 
expressed considerable impatience; he 
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was swearing away at a great rate, when> 
to his astonishment, and to our incon-^ 
ceivable terror, a cannon was üred frora 
the .fortress. This, being the signal of 
alarm, and for calling in the out^posts^ 
led US to understand that our flight was 
known to the garrison, and gave us just 
reason to apprehend we might yet be 
ei t her overtaken, or be met by some 
party proeeeding towards the fortress* . 

" No time was left for deliberation^ 
but the quick mind of Pierre soon de^ 
vised the means of relief. Leaving us 
in utter darkness under the arched cral- 
lery, änd enjoining us to perfect silence, - 
he went back cautiously a few paceis up 
the passage, and returned, running vioj- 
lently, at the same time calUng to the 
trooper who had Charge of the cattle: : 

" Without hesitation, h.e ordered the 
man ittstantly to ntount, to gallop along 
the road to Feldkirk, and to warn any 
parties.he might meet to quit that road 
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instantly, on account pf ao attack appfte- 
hended from that point,- aod to proceed 
with him hy the less frequented route& to 
tlie garrison with all speed. ^ 

^* The trooper sprang across his steed, 
leaving the rest to the care bf Pierre» 
whp lost OD time in placing Madame 
and myself oa two Jarge pads made of 
sacks, &c. that were to have been fiUecl 
at the milh We w^re on different 
iiorses: in the mean while the doctor 
had placed the^ nun astilde lipon a third, 
with my maid behind her. He tlien 
snounted before his lady, while Pierre 
placed himself in the saddle before me ; 
baving previously given one of his pi&- 
ioh to the düctor. 

** We thougbt it prudent to give the 
trooper a few miniites before us, lest we 
should press too closely, and overtake 
bim before he could have warned off any 
parties he migfat meetr therefore« we 
uoved at a nx^lerate pace in the first 
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instarice ; ixK^reasing it to a smart gallop 
whenever the road admitted. 

** In this manner we were passing 
through the most dreary wiluernesses^ 
when suddenly the neighing; of horses^ 
a Iittle on oor right, attracted attention» 
and excited the most dreadful apprehen* 
sions. 

" Soon after, we heard the voices of 
jseveral persons calling« as if in distress^ 
but our Situation was 4oo critical to ad- 
mit of a moment's delay» or to allow u» 
to attend to the affairs of others^ how* 
ever innocent^ or friendly^ their inten« 
tions might be : we therefore rather liaa 
tened^ than slackened^ our pace ^ and by 
^ daylight found ourselves in sight of a 
small village, of whidi the church formed 
a noiost beautiful object. 

'^ As the sun arose at the bottom 
of an immense Valley, between two 
ranges of mountains mostly covered with 
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wood,anc[ in sotne places presentingtarg« 
masses of naked stone, the foriiis of which 
might be fancied'to resemble varioiis ani- 
mals, my souI was filled with admiration 
apd gratitude. ' I feit, however, an uu- 
usual weight upoh my spirits whenever 
the recollection öf my busband's dying 
condition, and the reffection crossed niy 
inind> that I was leaving bim, I knew 
not why, or with whom ; at the very 
mottjent» too when my presence would 
have been a consolation. 

** We were not long in reaching Feld* 
kirk, where we presented as stränge a 
groupe as could be imagined; the nun 
bemg not the least conspieuous of the 
party. 

" We stopped at a very small inn at 
the skirt of the town, where having draiik 
a little milk, and received a few pattaax of 
a delicious flavonr, which were sold byau 
old woman who hawked them about in a 
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little wicker basket, were about to pro- 
ceed, when she whispered to Pierre some* 
thing which I could not understand. 

" Pierre was confounded : the beldame 
put down her basket, and laid hold of the 
teins; seemingly with the intention of 
detaining us ; but my gallant conductor 
gave the spur to bis steed, which, though 
considerably fatigued by the distance we 
had comö5 made a plunge forward, and 
threw her down. 

*^ Without waiting to collect her pa^ 
teauXj she speedily got up^ and ran inta 
the town. 

" I was very near falling, in conse- 
quence of the sudden motion, but made 
a shift to keep my seat, tftough extremely 
^agitated by the occurrence 5 which I 
doubted not would be followed by some cir- 
cumstanc^ unfavourable to our progress, 

*^ It was in vain that I interrogated 
Pierre as to the old woman's conduct. 
He assured me it was inexplicable to 
himself; arid, that she was certainly 


S14 


THE DOMIiriCAN : 


grass^ even if attainable, would prove 
extremely tedious, would not recruk their 
strength as corn does, and could not 
fail to render them more sluggish thän 
spirited. Bat — ^liark 1 wKat is that ?' 

*^ At V the moment he spöke, we heard 
a bügle 6ounding. the garrison call, 
about a quarter of a mile distant on cur 
rights in a iew- moments afterv^ards the 
call was - answered by another bngle; 
sound^d^as far äs we coald judge, about 
half a mile a-head^ in the ti:ack we were 
following* ^ 

" The doctor and his lady were ex- 
tremely uneasy, Pierre was for a minute 
confused: he stopt, and, after a Jittle 
consideration, caused us to tum back ^ 
Short way, and to follow a path which 
led to the left : in that we put forward as 
fast as we could, until we came to a small 
opening, in which stood the remains of a 
£ottage, that appeared to have been for 
some time in a State of decay« 
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** •^ Wiiether we are^ or not,' rejoincd 
Kerre, ^ it will be absolutdy nfcessttry to 
stop at th«^&st cotta^ we imay arü^e vtty 
to fefres^ cur cattle -, which seem to teil 
US they bave iMftd a hard momiiQg's work.' 

^ * Wlieriß dö jmu ttiinic we shaSl be 
able to ftiiriiisfa ikßm mth abaitP'$aid 
tbe <lootor. 

" ' i t^dcoUj* Said Reftre, ^ uposi oiar 
Fei(chi%ig t*«; bamlet of Vaiipert, sitnated 
a littte to the left o( o«ir r^ad^ by «ira» 
day ; bttt we>feave yet 'fall two leagues to 
pass over, and the road by no means 
favours expedition/ 

^ * Potsäibly,* Said I, * we may find 
some little i^pöt öf v^etaftion, favoarable 
to ckHT pui"po&c, before we reach Vau« 
pert.' 

'^ ' You speak as you wish> Madame/ 
said Pierre^ * withont considering how 
rigorotts tbe seasoii has been ^ and, that it 
behoves us to give our horses something 
moce substantial ^han berbage : a feed of 


quit a Spot <if whiefa fae seended to iiave 
9ome recollectkin. 

'' Tdbe whole party mored an at a bris^ 
l^bce, until we arrived'ät the bordüsrs of a 
rapui stream, (seemingly very deep, av^r 
wbich tbere had fcHinerly been a stoiie 
luridge^ t|iat faad, howeT^er^ given. iray, 
leaving nothing but the two abutments» 
with a BmaU portion of llie arcfa attached 
to each. 

^' I faad hitherto femained sileiit;ii0t 
faaving iittered a word since my attempt 
to discover the cause of tbe old woman'a 
conduct. My mind had. been pccupied 
chiefly in reÖections npon the efiiects pro- 
duced, by passing circumstanoes^ on the 
<;ountenance6 of my companions, 

^ The nun appeared the most tranquil 
öf the groupe before me; she äppeared 
coUectedy and to have littie apprehen* 
sion, or, at least, littie solicitud^, regard- 
ing future events: her mind seemed to 
have been foimerly strained to 4^ ut^ 


most, and äow to h»re rdaxed into com* 
posure. 

" I envied lier : 1 dourbted not iihat her 
sorrows were over; and that her mmd 
was eased of an enormous burthen, nnder 
whose oppressi ve weight she had been on 
the verge.of destruction. She at length 
foroke silence. 
- ** * Do you kno w where you are, Pierre ?* 

^ ^ Yes, Madame; this path should 
lead to Ems, on the eastern border of the 
Rhine; but thither we must not proceed: 
however, we need not resolve to avoid 
that place, since the only chance of 
reaching it would depend on our Crossing 
this stream i and you see it would be mad- 
ness to attempt it while the waters are so 
impetuous. 

*' The doctor suddenly appeared afti- 
ihated and coUected. He drew closer to 
the horse on which I was mounted behind 
Pierre^ and desired him tb föllow. 

VOL. lU JU , 
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, ^* * Whither}'-said the youth. * Sureljr 
I knöw this place bigtter than you.* 

*^ The doctor shook his head as he dis^ 
charged a sorrowful, heayy sigh : he bec- 
koned to Pierre : Pierre, besitated ; but, 
seeing Monsieur going into the wood, 
throügh an unfrequented part that skirt* 
ed the stream, he, with some rehictance, 
followed in silence. 

" After meandering for a few minutes 

■ 

among crags and stumps, which almost 
precluded the possibility of pioceeding, 
we.at length came to a broad flat ex- 
panse of water, held up by a ridge of 
black marble rockst over which it flowed 
into a deep chasm, vvhere its foree had 
gradually worn a large bason, into which 
the rushing fluid precipitated witb incon- 
ceivable velocity, and with a sound com- 
petiting with thunder itself. 

** * The waters are very high indeed,* 
Said the doctor ; * but they äre yet ford- 
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Bble : take firm fcold, and ply your heels 
^ell: possibly the middle may be rather 
. deep, but one good pluuge will carry 
US over tbe channeJ.' 

" Witfe great spirit, the döctor entered 
the stream^ and would have been instant* 
ly followed by Pierre, had I not restrain- 
ed him, tliat we might see how oar leader 
«hould get over. 

^^ The fect was such as the latter had 
stated it: we therefore followed, attended 
by the nun and her. coinpanion; and, 
after a complete wetting up to oiir waists, 
reached the opposite bank in safety» It 
was necessary for us to turn to our left, 
thereby to reach the track frcän the 
bridge; which, though only a tew hun- 
dred yards from the place whelfe we had 
erossed, <iccu][)ied considerable time ; on 
account of tbe thickness of the woods, 
and the tmevenness of the gfround. 

^* After xnuch exertion» we got jonce 
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Bioremtothe pdthway^aiidwereaböixtto 
raove on when the saund of horses' fcct, 
rntbe direction ofthe desolated cottage, 
attracted our attention. Pierre ptit a 
finger to bis lips, as enjoimng süence*; a 
pi^caution notrery ttecesfiary; ibr, I be- 
lieve, raost of the party were in such ter- 
ror^ that tbeir tongnes had «abaiidoned 
their offices. 

** Although within fifty yarÄs öf the 
ruimed bridge> we coidd neither see it, 
öor be seen irom itj bist Pierre dis- 
mounted, and proceeded vety sofUy to ^ 
Situation wbence he could observe^l^tisat 
passed« Tiiere s^peared two persoos^ 
wtapped üp very dosely; they ^ere well 
iBOuhted, and armed with pistoki and 
^ords. 

** Tbcy arrived at flie bpink lof the 
water/and «were evidently muck «urpi^ed 
at finding the bridge had been ^rarried 
away. They were about to i^eturn^ 
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seemingly much disappoiatedy when 
Pierre, to our astonishment, called to 
inform them of tlie ford. 

" It is scarcelypossible to imagine what 
1 fek in consequence of his imprudencet 
the doctor and his lady whispered, 
to "express their surprise and cliagrin ; 
tvhile the nun smailed^ in a manner which 
caused me to fear she was about to 
irelapse: her looks terrified her poor mute 
companion^ whose countenance express- 
ed so much apprehension as greatly 
exclted my compassion. 

*^ The strangers proceeded to the ford, 
while Pierre, leading the horse toa stump, 
whereon he placed his foot, retook pos- 
session of his seat. The party moved on 
rather leisurely, both to recruit the cattle« 
and to prevent accidents from the ex- 
treme ruggedness of the road. At length 
we entered a narrow valley, and made 
the best of our way towards the cross 
road, leading from Ems to the hamlet of 
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Vaupert ; occasionally seeiiig the stran^ 
gers, as they followed at about half a milc 
distant. 

** * What, in the name of heaven/ said 
the doctor,/.could induce you to speak 
to those men ?' 

" * I saw cleärly/ answered Pierre, 
* thev were not of a class from which 
we could have any thing to fear 5 and it 
appeared inhuman to let them return 
towards Feldkitk, after hearing the Sig- 
nals which occasioned us tO' change our 
route. I should liave considered myself 
as their murderer^ bad any misfortune 
occurred to them/ 

^^'The doctor and his lady were satisfied 
with the answer; they feit themselves to- 
lerably ^ecure, and were congratulating 
themselves on their gojod fdrtune, when 
suddenly» following the traök as it led 
through a coppice, they saw four meri, 
whom they instantly recognized to be- 
long to the garrison^ in a little break 
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among the arbourage, and apparently 
about to mount their horses. 

** They were soon across their steeds ; 
and, in a very peremptory töne^ called to 
the party to stop. 

" Pierre immediately made such a 
signal as caused a change in the manner 
of the soldiers ; who now approached him 
respectfullyj and enquired *^ what news 
from the garrison r" 

" * Bad enough;' answer ed Plerrf^, ^ the 
fortress häs been surprised, and it was 



with difiiculty I couH escape with these 
friends from the -swords of the assail- 
ants/ 

" * Indeed!' said the leader of tlie party 
with much emphasis : * what is become^ 
- of the go vernor ? ' 

'' * We left him/ answered the yoath, 
^ weitering in his blood, and withoutH;he 
least hope of life : after a gallant defence 
agaiDst four of the Zürich troopers^ hor 
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jeceived a wound m his side, of wbieh he 
cannot fail to die.* 

" ' Wliat is to be done r' rejoined the 
soldi^n 

** * You Gannot do better than follow 
Hie,* Said Pierf e : ^ I am only going to 
place our friends in safety at Bregentz; 
from which I shall speedily return, and 
collect our seattered parties to repossess 
- ourselves of the fortress, by means of the 
»ecret passages. But our horses are so 
fatigued, I fear we shall be long npon 
the road. We were compelied to take 
these three, which were just leaving the 
eastern passage with Jaques Lemouier, 
and Aubert Deboigne, to take in flour 
from the miH.' 

" ' Bregentz is yet far ofF/ said one of 
the party ; * and I do not think it would 
be of any service for us to accompaTay 
yott : on the contrary, we had better stay 
'where we are^ and give you our fresb 
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horses in exchange for your tired ones» 
You can then proceed with eaae to Bre- 
gentz, and meet us wherever yöu majr 
appoint/ 

«« * You are a good fellow, for the oflfer,* 
Said Pierre : * we will accept it without , 
fiirther delay^ so let us put our sacks 
upon your beasts^ while you saddle ours, 
and finish the business off-hand/ 

" All was done nearly so soon as $aid^ 
and Pierre received a supply of arms, to* 
getber with a Ißask of good ammunition^. 
and a wallet of provisions» He appoint- 
ed to meet him at Ems on the fol^ 
Iowing day ; urging them, in tbe mean 
while, to move towards Feldkirk by the 
road we had come. 

^ At this moment the two horsemeiiy. 
who were following ,us, eame to the 
corner of the wood ; and, on seeing us^ 
besitated wliether, or not, they should 
advance. To encourage them^^ we all 

L& 
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retired into H^ coppice, the doctor bec* 
koning to them to follow their journey 
along the road from which we were witb- 
drawing. After a short pause^ they did 
so, biit took care to pass at a smart gal- 
lop ; each having a pistol in his haod. 

" Np sooner were they gone by thanr 
we followed them :. they turne4 towards. 
Ems ; whlle we took the road leading to. 
Bregentz, at an easy canter. 

" We had proceeded about a mile m 
that dinectioQ» wh^n we beard the distant 
peport of amusk^t. Looking back, over a 
small plain we had crossed, we perceiyed> 
the twQ gentlexxea folLowing our track at 
^eed». 

** We were at a loss what to cönjecture«. 
oa the occasion^. but continued our. jour-^ 
ney with uuabated alacrity; however- 
they overtodk us,. and advised ouc pro- 
#eedmg möre rapidly, as they had been. 
attaeked by five ^^ditti^ whQ^ fjcoia 
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sitting under a tree by the road side, 
had mounted theiF horses in pursuit of 
them. 

" We are not aftaid,' said Pierre ; * but 
proceed ; we will §ive them a warm re- 
oeption if they attack us.' 

**^The strangers galloped oiri aftd we^ 
kept elose at their heels : they were so 
mufBed up that we could not distinguisb 
their features. Our horses were excel- 
lent, and wouJd have insured our speedy 
arrival, had not Madame Vaison com- 
plained of eidreme faintness : that obliged' 
US to slacken our pace a little,, and we 
had the mörtification to perceive- thfe 
strangers leaving us füll a. quarter of 
a mile behind : on the other hand^ we 
could at times discern their pursuers, 
a€ they ad^-anced üpoa the road behind 

US. 

^ It was evident, that we nuistbe their 
firstobject; and, that they must consider 
tiiemselves certain of success against twa- 


I 
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men, encumbered with four womea. The 
appearance of the five banditti caused 
Pierre to suspect tliey did not belong tö 
the garrison, but were marauders inba- 
biting the Tyvolj and infes^ting the skirte 
of the Lindaw' s^iid Bregentz forest. 
Among such^ bis authority would avail 
QOthing s defence was necessary^ and that 
defence mttst be resolute. 

*' Arriving at the summit of a hill^ 
whence ^e conld see the t wo gentlemcn, 
Pierre fired one of bis pistols. Eortu- 
.nately the sound reached them; they 
istopped to await owt Coming up, and we 
lest no time i^ reaching tlie spot where 
they had reined up. Scarcely had we ar- 
rived within hearing^ befpre the banditti^ 
who proved to be such as Pierre sus- 
pected» had approached so near as to fire 
their carbines at our party. 

"Pierre and the doctor iastantly dis- 
mounted^ and leading the hopses into a 
smali rece^s in the wood>placed them- 
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selves among a heap of crags, over which 
they leveJled their pieces, and, at the first 
discharge, brought down one of the röb- 
bers :. another was wounded in the arm, 

s 

but by no means disabled: he riashed 
on, in amost determined manner; and,^as 
he approached, turned his right side to- 
wards them, so as to fire his pistol with a 
good aim: it missed, and he threw it 
oa the ground. He drew another pistol 
which went oif, and wounded Pierre in 
the, Shoulder« 

** In the mean while, the twö gentleinen 
were arduously engaged with the other 
three of the banditti: many shots were 
exchanged, but without yeifect. - The 
former drew their swords, and charged 
their assailants with prodigious bravery; 
but, it is probable, the result would have 
been unfavoürable to them, häd not the. 
nun sprang from her seat, and, after 
drawing the sword of Pierre, who was 
fainting with paia and loss of blood^ 
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rashed upon the Single borseman now 
opposed to the doctor^ and cut him 
so desperately o\rer his left knee, as to 
cause him to fall from his horse. 

" The doctor, being thus set at liberty 
to assist the gentlemen, who were hard 
pressed, tevelled his carbine at the fore- 
most of the banditti, and shot him 
through the head. The other two, see- 
ing the fate of their companions, gave- 
up the contest, and made the best of 

• 

their way towards Ems. 

•* Seeing Pierre fall, I jumped off 
the horse^ and ran to his assistance: 
he was nojt dangerously wounded, but 
was in great pain;^ the* ball having 
lodged immediately äbove the Shoulder 
Joint,. and deprived him of the use ©f his 
armv Monsieur Vaison lost no time in 
applying bandages, and in doing what^ 
ever wa$^ practicable at the moment, to* 
wards affording relief to the brave youth« 
▲s for Madame, she fainted, and would 


certainly have been severely braised, had 
she not fortunately reclined into the arms 
of my attendant, who was seated on the 
other horse^ which stood dose to that 
managed by the doctor. 

" The two geatlemen now approach-v 
ed usy after having driven the röbbers^ 
from the field. One of them was an; 
elderly person, of rather a large sta- 
^ ture, whose countenance strongly ipdi- 
cate<l benevolence and integrity«. The 
other was a remarkably handsome youtby 
of aböut eighteen, whose air was perfectly 
military, and whose form was peculiarly^ 
elegant. The latter sprang off his hor^e^^ 
and, instantly aided his companion to« 
alight ; they advanced towards us, who- 
were busy in administering to the tvant& 
of ouc woünded frtend. 

" The dpctor was kneeling beside* 
Pierre,* wh<^e : back rested against ari: 
immense ston^ s I ^^s on his othef »d^s 
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the nun, and my attendnnt, were eittr 
ployed in the endeavour to restore Ma* 
dame to her senses, by bathing her tem- 
ples with some excelle»t spirits we had 
obtained from the foartroopers. 

. ** The strangers no soouer had passed 
rcmnd the stone, which greatly concealed 
US from their sight as they were ad* 
vancing^ than the eiderly gentleman^ on 
seeing our friend in that lamentable 
condition^ tnmed suddenly pale, and ex* 
claimed^ '. Pierre!* 

** Pierre raised bis eycs, and in a mo* 
ment fonnd himlself in die arms o£^his^ 
fatherl The doctor was ibr a moment 
entranced ; bot, goddenly starting up^ he 
embraced the young stranger with ex* 
pressions of the utmost afTectton. 

" * Gracious heaven !' exclaimed the ' 
senior, ^ by what stränge^ and cireuitous^ 
paths does heaven lead ns to happiness t* 

;:.*^^ Tis aß a* miracle/ added the 
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youtb; whose eyes were overflowing 
with joy, alloyed by the sight of his 
Cousin Pierre in so painful a State. 

" ^ What brought you to this part of 
the country?' said Monsieur Väison: *I 
thouglit, brother, you had determined 
never to quit your village, ' 

" ^ The narrative would be tedious,' 
answered the stranger, ^ and we have 
something more to* da tban to talk ; let 
US be gone ; there is no saying how soon 
we may be attacked by others of the 
banditti. In the meßXk time, suffice it. to 
say, that we were in^ced to travel this 
way by the peceipt of a letter; which I 
began tkis morning to suspeet was writ- 
ten with some itmlicious intehtion ; and 
I doubt not, from your siirprise, was 
intended to overwhelm us with ruin. 
But come, Pierre must be mstantly con- 
veyed to Bregentz, where we can attend 
to his wound : lend a liam}, nephevv, and 
we will put him upon his horse.* 
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*' They proceeded to do so, and found 
that Madame was tolerably recovered, 
On recognizing her brother, she again 
subsided into a fit ; which was, however, 
of Short duration. She wondered at the 
eventful meeting, and would have in- 
dulged herself in a thousand quesiions,. 
but her brother strictly enjoined for- 
bearance ; assurihg her that, on^ ar- 
riving at Bregent^», her curipsity should 
be fuUy satisfied. 

/* ^ I hope^' added he>. * that Pierre's 
wound will not prevent him from tra-* 
yelling hy casy stages; we can cross* 
the/lake at Lindaw; and, passing 
through Rapperswild and Thun, arrive 
in four, or fiye, days at Corbiers/ 

'^ ' At Corbiers ! ' excLaimed the n«n> 
who had resumed her seat on horseback. 

** The strangers now for the first time 
directed their eyes towards her : they 
stared with asionishment at her stränge 
appearancei and^ at times looking at 
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Monsieur %nd his lady, seemed to ask 
* who they had in Company ?' 

*^ * Do you know Father Gregoire ? 
Is he alive?' 

-' " ^ But three days are passed since 
we left him in health/replied Monsieur 
Lorrain. 

*^ The nun's countenance evinced the 
satisfaction she feit in receiving the wel- 
come intelligence: she said no more, but, 
Crossing herseif repeatedly, applied dili- 
gently %o a small rosary attached to a 
girdle un(ler her cloak, 

" It was with great difficulty we could 
place Pierre on his horse, behind the 
youth i who quitted his own for the ac-. 
commodation of Monsieur Vaison. I 
mounted behind Madame, who un* 
dertook to guide our steed. We 
moved on as briskly as Pierre's mis- 
fortune allowed; and, by the time the 
sun wais füll in the south, arrived ia 
safety at the Couranne Imperiale, at Bre- 
g€ntz. 


r 
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^ We were about to ent^r the inOj 
when the host, who appeared to be a 
truß German, came to the door; and, in 
a language which not one o£ the party 
except myself understoody it being a 
mfxtiire of French, Tyrolese, and Italian, 
expressed his concern at not being able 
to Accommodate ns, on account of the 
members of the municipiality being as- 
sembied/and the whole of his apartraents 
eompletely occupied/ * We have not/ 
addcd he, • room for a cat/ ^ 

* * * Surely,' answered I, ^ you can find 
room for a wennded officer. * 

^ The host shragged mp bis i^oulders^ 
and, approacbing the. horse on which 
Pierre was mounted, said he would make 
a shift to accommodate us with some 
refreshment ; but, that, in regard to a^ 
lodging," it was absolutely out of 'his: 
power to oblige us. 

** We were compelled to accept Uie 
ofFer, and, having with great difficulty 
lifted Pierre from his seat, took. passes^ 
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STon of A siD«U TO0m^ in wliich, faowever, 
thepe was a cconxfartafote fii*e. The doc- 
tar lost HD time in ^esiamimag the 
wcninrd ; but nolhing 'efiSectnal ccmld then 
bte *done:: >it beang agsreed that there ap* 
pearedvne possatiüity of xemaming at tiie 
itm^ which was extremely crowded with 
p^TSons whö paid no r^;ard to tiie suf- 
ferings of our Hiok companion, l>ut in- 
Aiilged in vociferation and smoking to 
a degree I »never befope experienced ; 
Monineur V^aison proposed to hire a 
carrjage, wherein Pierre, Madame, amd 
wyselfj ttiight be coÄveyed to Lindaw. 

^* Xiie landlord was isummoned: he 
made .so many difficulties, tbat I began 
to 'lose all hope of any amdioration of 
ouncircumstances, »when, föiiunately, oTie 
csf the muhicipiäMty, who was in an ad- 
joitiing apartmenit, and overheard iny 
earnest application to the landlord, sent 
in a message, »requesting permissiön to 
4^fier bis Services. 
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*^ It may be justly «upposed we wem 
liighly rejoiced at so fortunate an occur- 
rence : the doctor immediately went to 
the friendly stranger, and in a few mi- 
nutes returned with him into our apart- 
menU The latter, in a tone of autJiority, 
enjoiped silence to be enfprced through- 
out the inn ; and ordered that his valet 
should immediately attend. 

*' Our visitor was about thirty years of 
age, rather inclined to be corpulent, of 
an open countenance, and might be called 
a well-featured man; rathe'r tall, wore 
his hair in the öerman stile, was dressed 
Hl black, and, on the whole, appeared 
somewhat above the middling class* 

*^ After addressing us in the most 
agreeable manner, and sympathising on 
the subject of the misfortune we were 
under, be enquired whither we were pro- 
ceeding; and whether it was in his power 
to forward us on our journey, 
^* * I ha^,' added he, ^ a remise in 
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which two persons may be conveuiently 
seated: but I fear the motion would 
prove more injurious, than the convey- 
ance would be agreeable, to your wound- 
ed companion. ' , 

" The valet entered : his appfearance 
was much in favonr both of himself, and 
of liis eraployer. , - 

*' * Oliyier,' said the gentleman, * as it 
is impossible to find peace and quiet in . 
the inn for these ladies and gentlemen, 
though I should with great pleasnre re- 
sign my apartment to their use; let 
the remise be fitted up instantly, with 
whatever the inn aifords, so as to 
convey the wounded officer to i,indaw, 
as comfortably as possible. Get some 
beddings, and secui-e them to the back 
and Seat, and desire Mr. Von-Spiegel to 
put four of his best horses to, withdut a 
moment's delay/ The valet retired ab- 
mptly. . 

*' We were overwhelming our benefac- 
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tor witli thanks^ piH-dy grateful, wheii he 
interrupted us with Ulfe request, that, if 
we valued his good Offices, he tnigbt be 
spared from such lavish praises. 

" * Let us/ added he, * maice good use 
of our time : when I first heard of your 
arrival, tbe landlord had just announced 
that our dinner was ready : we, however, 
refraincd from attacking it, until your 

wants might be known : tbey are urgent ; 
we are in a manner residents at the Cou- 
ranne Imperiale; and can,- without any 

severe penance, wait for further sup- 

plies.* 
** He ca]Ied the landlord, and directed 

the dinner, prepared for himself and com- 

paniona, to be immediately brought in. 

His Order was promptly obe3'ed, and we 

sat -down, though with very ILttle ap- 

petxte, to a repast of which we, however, 

stood greatly in need. 

" Without entering into particulars 

beyond (the circumstauces ' x>f our en- 
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gagenient with the bänditti^ he soon 
collected sufficient to let him know that 
we should have two horses more than 
we wanted. Monsieur Vaison tendered 
them to his acceptance ^ but the offer was 
politely declined. The stranger retired 
for a few minutes, and on his return ob- 
served, that he never in his life saw finer 
cattle than the three blacks. * I should 
esteem it a favour if you would part from 
them/ Said he. . 

" * They belong to - my nepliew, the 
wounded officer/ replied Monsieur Vai- 
son ; * and I doubt not but he would 
readily dispose of them, provided we 
could find conveyance for those wl^o 
rode them hither. 

"- That matter was soon settied : the 
gentJeman gave the doctor an order on 
a bank a Vienna for twelve hundred 
crowns, and ordered two persans belong- 
ing to the town to ride the splire horses - 
as far as Lindaw, whence the three blacks 

VOL. ir. • M . 
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were to be led back the next moming. At 
Lindaw> he sdid^ we should fall into the 
post röad, and could not fail of meeting 
with abundance of carfiages^ that ^ould 
take US to any pert of Gennany, or 
the Canton& 

^ When the stranger's carriage came 
round to the door, a friendly altercation 
arose between Madame Väison and 
inyself, in regard to who should accom- 
pany Pierre in the remise. Many 
forcible arguments were ädduced *in fa- 
vour of her proceeding with her nephew ; 
büt, as she knew me to be in a^ state of 
pregnancy, and feared that another jour- 
ney on horseback might alfect my health, 
my objections were over-ruled, and I 
ascended the ^arriage, into which we 
made a shift to raise Pierre; though not 
without giving him considerabje pain. 

' The valet had taken such pains to 
line the interior with various soft mate- 
rials, that we inight be said to have re- 
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qtined an dowa/ Nor was such a pre* 
caiitiou unnecessary; for in some places 
the read was almost impas^ible, in <:onse* 
quence of/the number of stones that lav 
scatteped; some partly buried^ and others 
Ibut recently fallen from the neighbouring 
lieiglits. 

*^ We got on, nevertheless^ at a good 
rate> considering all things; and by sun« 
set were in view of the lofty spires of 
the Benedictine monastery at Lindaw. 
'"Pierre was, indeed, too iU to ccmverse 
mueh; tfae little he uttered >vas fö ex- 
press his thanks for my attentions, and 
to ask hv some diluted wine s which we 
had proyided to relieve bim from tbirst^ 

^^ The monntains, by which we were 
^verywhere environed, now rcansed Ihe 
day to dose in äpace, and' it was nearly 
dark when we descended a steep bank, 
at the foot of which stood a smaJl hut. 
It wsis the habitation 0f two men and a 
woman, who attended the ferry over a 
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streami which-, having its sources much 
elevated, rolled with considerable force 
along the narrow bottom confining its 
rugged bed. 

" The Spot sßlected ibr passing thi^ 
water, which was at all times deep and 
rapid, but now had risen in consequence 
of rain having fallen to the eastward, V^as 
favourable, on account oT its narrowihg 
to scarce half its general width: here it 
did not excee4 forty yards. A rope 
Was strained from bank to bank, and 
served to condiict the boat over, by 
means of two large rings fastened to her 
sides ; the men puliing at tha rope to 
forward the vessel from one to the bther 
side. \ 

** But the size of the boat was by no 
means equai to bearing the weight pf 
the remise, laden as it was; we were, 
therefore, conqielled to alight, and to 
send over the hor$es in Ihe first instance; 
then Pierre, the doctor's son, and «lyself. 
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went on board, and were proceeding 
towarcjs the opposite bank, which we 
were indeed just reäching, when the röpe ^ 
gave way; and the boat, being liberated 
from detentiori, was swept down by the 
current at a prodigious rate. 

" Thö boatxnen had not provided 
against sach an accident: they had no 
oars, no anchor, no sail ; in fact, notbin g 
that could avert the dangers to whicH we 
were thus suddenly exposed. Nor did 
they seem at aU calculated to brave 
perils of this description, but were evi- 
dently overcome with dismay ^ when for 

« 

a moment they seemed to recoVer their 
senses, personal safety was their only 
object. 

** Pierre did all he could to rouse them 
to exertion, and his cousin displayed the 
utmost coolness and fortitude : the latter 
was ever on the watch to keep the ves- 
sel from striking against the banks ; and 
made admirable use of a short, stout pole. 
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whicb happened to lie at f h^ bottom of 
the b#at^ 

. " In the mean ttme we drifted down 
many miies^ and, at^Iast^ iband our^lves 
in the middle of a large river ; which we 
were told by one of the ferry-meri wa» 
the Rhine, and wouid carry us into the 
lake of Constance. 

" How shall I describe my sensations 
0n hearing, that I was once more afloat 
on that stream, and possibiy on the ideu-* 
tical spot, where I had last seen Letour ! 
The recollection ofthat eventfiil liioment 
seemed to lessen my sense of danger: 
it completely occupied me, and pre* 
vented my paying proper attention to 
the Situation we were in. * 

" The boat profeeeded in a very irfe- 
gular coiirs$, in consequence of the cnr- 
rent setting from side to side ; lience, 
with extrteme difficulty it was kept from 
being dashed against the numerous 
Focks whicbj, in ^many places, broke 


the water; caüsing it to foam, and roar> 
in the most dreadfui nxanner. 

" At length, the vessel touched upon 
a shoal, and swtmg round so suddenly, 
and with $uch force» that it was impossi- 
ble for me to^avoid the bough of an 
alder grovving upon a little proraon-^ 
tory, that proiected folr some yards into 
the stream ; forming a kind of bay 
above it. 

•* The only effort I conid make at the' 
momentj was to seize hold of the bough» 
and to retain a firm hold : this I did in« 
stinctively, while the boat was passing 
from under me, My weight bent the tree 
down considerably» but afforded me the 
satisfaction of ascertaining, that the water 
was not in that place more than two 
feet deep ; although ^ few yards above, 
and belo w, it was of unknown depth. 

" Finding mys^lf firmly supported 
under foot, and having the bough to 
nphold nfe^ I contrived^ notwithstand* 
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ing the impetuosity of the cunent, to 
reach the bank. In vain did I look for 
the boat; in vain did I call — nothing 
was to be seen ; no answer was given ! 
The wind ing of the stream, added to the 
darkness of the night, iand the noise of 
the rushing waters, totally precluded me 
from ascertaining the fate of my cora- 
panions, 

" Wet, weary, and sad, I threw my- 
seif on the cold ground ; a kind of mist 
s^emed to overpower my faculties, and 
to render me listless and inacti ve. It, is 
impossible to say bow long I was in that 
Situation 3 all I recollect is, thät, feeling 
some animd epplying its nose to my 
face, r screamed and started up. It was 
a dog: he barked 5 and in amoment afier 
I heard thevoices of several persons, who 
appeared to be approaching in conse- 
quence of my cries. 

" They proved to be some men'and 
women belonging to the little town of 
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Rheineck, situated on the western bank 
of Ihe 'Rhine> near its debouchüre into 
the lake of Coi>siance, who had beea 
at a vvedding afc Alstetten, a few jniles 
up the river, and were returning home- 
wards. ' 

" They ap^roached ; ajid, in the most 
compassionate manner, afForded me all 
the relief in their power: my \\'et.clothes. 
w'ere-taken öfF, and the good souls re- 
placed them> with .the greatest alacrityV 
divesting thenaselves, notwithstanding 
my urgent remonstrances, of many arti- 
des of raiment^.whereby they mus£ have 
sufFered greatly at such an inclemeat 
season. 

" It was with much difficulty I could: 
walk even to Rheineck, which was not 
more than a mile distant j although my 
good friends, my preservers I should ra- 
ther say, su'pported me; ^ne Walking 
on each side, and bearing me up, so 
as ta leave but little weight fw my. 
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jeet to sttstaia. We stopped at the door 
of a small cabki on the skirts'of the town> 
and were speedily admitted inte an apart« 
ment» where every thing indicated indus- 
tfy and bappiness. A venerable couple 
were seated on either side of a cheerful 
Are ; to the erijoyment of which I, in par- 
ticular^ was welcomed in the most eamest 
manner. 

^^ On a small table stood a basket of 
üght cakes^ a large piece c^Swiss cheese» 
and a fhiggoa of wine^ such as is ocdi*^ 
2iarily drank by the middling dasses;: 
and^ by the jQore humble on days öf fes« 
^ivity; such as the wedding of a rdative> 
er the birth of a son^ &c.. So soon as I 
was seated^ the old man rose fh>m his 
tihair, opened a^ small eloset that was 'm 
a nooE at his back> and taking from it 
a neat born cup, filled it with wine^ o£ 
which haying tasted> he made me drink 
Ihe remainder. 

^[ Many ehquirieSi eager aud lüiud, 


but not resulting from curiosity alone/ 
were made, regarding the cause of my 
distress : all i^eiued anxious to h0^v my 
Story, which was told in few wordß, so 
far as related to» the aecident at the 
bridge, and pxGited the most lively com- 
passion' among my hospitable friends. 
The ven^rable pair seemed particularly 
afFected; they even shed* tears at my 
cecital, wbicb was ao sooper finished, 
dian the good father beckoned to one 
of the youths who had conducted me, 
and whispered to him in a v^ry earnest 
manner. 

** The lad nodded to some of bis oom^ , 
paniens, who^ foUowing bis example^. 
took tbeir hats, atid went* up iato the 
village at a round pace*. Th^ &ther's 
countenance seemed tobrigbte« up. He 
became more cbeerful>. and entered into 
conversation freely«- He touched upon^ 
subjects which I should bare tbought 
above the sphere of bis education^ and 
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displayed an intimate knowiedge of 
marikind. 

** Obgerving me tobe extremely weary, 
and no less dejected, the good woman 
informed me, that every thing was in 
readiAess for my retiring to rest. Her 
eldest daughter, at the same time, ofFered 
to conduct me to the Chamber in which 
I was to partake pf her bed. 

" ' My dear/ said the good old man/ 
* perhaps the lads will return soon, and 
bring us some tidings/ 

*• The dftme acquieseed in the pro- 
priety of his remark, which revived my 
hopes of learning. the fate of my 
wörthy companio^s : she assured me the 
boat must be observed in its passage 
down the Rhine ; and, tliat if my cömpa« 
nions had the good fortune tö pass safely 
•ver the ledge of rocks, where the bough 
caught me, there was no other danger to 
be apprehended. 

*^ Cherisbed ty hope, and urged by 
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anxiety, I forbore from retiriug to bed 
until a very late hour: when nature 
being too severely oppressed, I was 
compelled to avail myself of the good 
woman*s repeated offer 5 and, after a 
cordial« I may say an affectionate, shake 
of the band from both her and her hus« 
band, accompäuied the kind Eloise ta 
her Chamber. 

^' I did not, however, experience im* 
mediate relief from the eomforts of an 
excelient bed> and an obliging, sensible 
companion : every time I heard the least 
noise in the room where we had been 
sitting, my heart palpitated forcibly, and 
my eager mind 30ught for instant in- 
fprmation« 

" My hopes were not gratified ; though 
several persons, at times, had entered the 
house : all was whispering, and seeming 
caution, lest I should be disturbed ; until 
I ventured to request that Eloise woulcl 
(Snquire if tUe boat had beeu seen^ 
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^^ It had been seen stranded ^n the 
eastern bank of the Rhine. 

** * Were any persons seen in it ?* 

«^ None/ 

'^ Tfais was not complete satisfaction^ 
but it satisfied me that ^e vessel had 
passed the ledge of rocks; therefofe it 
was pf obable my firiends were in safety. 
The idea consoled me^ and I feil into a 
sound sfeep^ wliich lasted to a late faonr 
ift the moming» 

^^ When T awoke^ Eloise had risen : a\h 
was silence ; every thing that had passed 
the preeeding eveüing appeared like a 
dream; and it was not üntil I had been 
some minntes faidy quit of my drowsi-^' 
ness^ that I feit convinced of the reality. 
Hearing: me move>. the old woman came 
into the apartment^ and opened a äiiit- 
ter i whe!:eby Mght was admitted^ ^nd I 
was enablied'tD dress in my own clothes^ 
whidi had been carefiilly dried, arnd were 
lying on a stool at the bed<side». 
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•' The good Söul would not SEtllöw me 
to express the sense I entertained of the 
kindness with which I had been treated^ 
but led me intp the keeping-room, and 
seated mein ä coriker by the fire-side^ 
which done> sip placed a Utile table at 
my elbow, and preseiited me with a 
bason of warm milk^ and a small cake 
df excellent bread. 

" I was extremely eamest in my en- 
quirles regarding the boat ; but my good 
hostess was not able to give toe the In- 
formation I wantedr howerer, before I 
had ate my break&st her husbatxd came 
in^ and congratulated me on the safety 
of my friends ; who, ifr was rcported by 
a per^n ff om Lindaw, had been seen^ 
f about a. mile from that town,. at a lato- 
hour the preceding night. 

** The welcome dntelligence went^to 
my soul: I burst into tears, and inco-^ 
herently mixed my thanks to Heaven, 
wHh thos^ to the tiged pair. My sor* 
tows we?re fibruptly chaced away, but 
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I feit ja strong desire to repair to Lin- 
daw, in order to make certain that what 
I had heard was true. But Lindavv was 
ten miles distant, and no tonveyance 
could be obtained^ besideg, it began to 
snow, and the cross-road was next to 
impassable at that season. On the other 
hand> a carrier was just setting out for 
Besson ; whence I should easily find a 
conveyance, or be able to walk» to Con-- 
stance. 

" My resolution was .soon taken: 
after the most lively expressions of gra- 
titude to my kind friends, who had by 
this time all assembled, I seated tnyself 
under the tilt of the carrier*s Gart> well 
wrapped up in various garments, witli 
which the good old woraan and the lovely 
Eloise supplied me ; and set off in Com- 
pany with a young woraan, who was 
going witbin a shorik mile of Constance, 

" Nothing material occurred on the 

JQurney 5 but the snow feil rather heavy^ 

and ca\ised us to arrive very late aj Bes* 
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son; wliere it was in vain we endea- 
voured to procura a carriage, of any de- 
scription, to convey me to my aunt's. I 
was compelled to walk on, and tor find 
my way as well as I could through the 
snovv; which, however, contributed in 
some degree to fi^cilitate my progress^ 
by the light it reflected. 

" After a most painfui and difficuk 
journey I reached Constance; but the 
recoUection of past occurrences oppressed 
me beyond measure. I was agitated in 
the extreme; and had scarcely strength 
to reach the door of my aunt's house, 
before I feil senseless ! 

"' Thanks to the Almighty, and to my 
wortby relative, for the protection ,and 
kindness I hare since experienced. Not 
that I ean boast of happiness ! The cir- 
cumstances I have detailed cannot but 
cause me to heave mariy a sigh, and 
to shed many a tear ! Lost to my 
frien^s, and snätcbed from the man 
whom I loved; uncertain of his fate^ 


and altogether ignorant öf mäny par- 
ticulars wbereby it might be ascerf ained ; 
returned to my Jiome under circiim-, 
stances peculiarly interesting, jind sub- 
ject to the' condeirination of the.world> 
Annette must be miserable !*' 


9 

Thüs concluded the menaoir^ diiring 
the perusal of which Phili|)'s eye had 
4)ften overflowed, and Jäqueline's cheek 
reddened with indignation : but that 
indignation resulted more from pride^ 
than from. compassioa« Seeing Philip 
drop the manuscript> as he repeaied the 
emphatie conclusion, she eyed.him with 
pecuUar keenness ; her countenance in 
perfect unison with those sentiments ta 
which her «lind had long become fa- 
miliär^ 

*^ There, brother, is a pretty itiade-up 
Story ! ^ Did you ever bear such an abo^ 
minable pack of lies ? Castles, and go« 
vernors^ and lakes> and boats^ and sol* 
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ilier?, and doctors^.and the Lord knows 
what ! and yet the jade laccis me out 
that 'tis all gospel f' 

Philip made no reply ; but Temained ' 
overwbelmed i^ith commiseration for bis 
unhappy daughter. Many were the 
ejaculations whidi escaped him, and 
many werö tlie curses he uttered against 
the authors of her ruin ! At length, he 
sent Jaqueiine up stairs to see if An* 
x\ette had yet awakened s wKen^ on being 
informed that s^e^was still fast asleep^ 
he taokiiis hat^ and^ saying he should call 
early the next morning, returned to the 
inn, where Robert was impatiently wait- 
ingfor him. 

The vaiious tncidents related in' his 
daughter's memoir, had tnade a deep 
impressdon on Philip's mind^: many cir- 
cumstances appeared extraordinary, büt 
by no means incredible: the old man 
knew much of the world, and such events 
a$ Annette had detailed wore familiär 
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elther to bis eye, or to bis ear. But he 
was greatly perplexed as to tbe reasoit 
of Jaqueline's baving made so violent 
an attack upon bis young cornpanion. 
If she were in tbe rigbt, Robert miist be 
Ä bypocrite of tbe basest -description : a 
cbaracter wBichj tbe old man's ht art sa- 
tisfied bim, was by no means applicable. 

It was a delicate subject ; and to in- 
terrogate tbe youtb would convey an. 
opinion of doubt and mistrust: there- 
fore Pbilip resolved to say notbing, but 
to leave to time tbe developement of so 
mysterious an adren|;ure» 

The young corporal had finished a 
tour tbrougb tbe town, and hadbeen iull 
an hour in expectation of seeing bis con- 
ductor return : be was about to send a 
messenger tQ Jaqueline's bouse, wben tbe 
Veteran entered tbe little apartment, in 
which supper was ready laid upon a 
bench near tbe window. Tbe friends 
wetin rather a curious manner : Phibp^ 
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tibstracted from every idea but what re- 
lated to Annette;, and.ß,obert extremdy 
confused and dejected by the reflection, 
that, iyx. all probability, Jaqueline's con- 
duct must have made a strong Impres- 
sion on Philip : hence, there was ^n ob- 
vious restraint in their mannej: of ac- 
costing each other. 

Robert was, however, determined to 

m 

come to an^explanation ; therefore, so 
soon as tjbe supper things were reinoved, 
he began the subject ; but ili such a man- ^ 
ner as he thought should throw Philip ofF 
his guard, and prpduce an open avowal 
of his senti|nents. ; . 

" Your sister's conduct was very ex- 
traordinary, Philip!" 

" She is a very extraordinary woman^ 
Mr. Robert." . ' 

".I wondcr what .could have occa- 
sioqed so outrageous an attack?" 

" You know as mtich as I do of the 
matter, Mr. Robert!" 
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'^ She made my head ache terribly." 
" I am truly sorry fbi* it, Mn Robert.** 
*^ WhyA could he the cause i" 
" Perhaps it was something relating 
to lier niece, Mr. Robert.'* 
" Her niece !-»-what niece ?'* 
*• My daughter, Mr. Robert." 
« Yourdaughter, Philip?** 
*^ Yes, Annette Armand/* 
** Whati is Annette your daughter !** 
" Yes ; the world may disciaim her, 
but her father shall nfever cease to che- 
rish the poor, unfortnnate:*^ !** 

. PhilipVlips trembled as he spoke, and 
obstructed the articulation of a name en- 
deared to him by the ties of consangui- 
nity, and rivetted to his heart by mis- 
fortune. He dropped a tear; and, as 
usual, cc/nsoled himself with the contem« 
'plation of her infantfeatures: the tittle 
x^ase ushered its Contents to theveterahs 
eye; it reeeived the moist token of 

* 

affectipn ; and, after a short; paitse, ter- 
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tninated by a heavy sigh, and a look 
towards heaven, which'seemed to ex- 
press both supplicSttion aad faith; wai^ 
returned tö its wonted asylum. 

So far from having gained hjs poitit, 
Robert found himself yet roore embar- 
rassed: bis busy thougbts presented a 
variety of conjectupes, of which each for 
a moment held its empire, until , dis- 
placed by another yet more improba- 
ble ; tili he was^ in tbe end, so perfectly 
baf&ed^ that^ as Philip had done, he de- 
termined to let the tnith work itö own 
way to the light. 

Bat here again he reckoned without 
bis host ; for Philip, having rccovered 
from the affectionate reverie in which 
he had i>een some time bupied, now^ in 
his tum, put some interrogatories, which 
absolutely staggered the youth. 

" Pray, Mr. Robert, who sent that 
bandle of clothes for Annette ?** 

^' Myunde." 
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*^ Did you ever see Annette ?"* 

« Ne.ver/' 

" You know captäiü Raymond ?*' 

" Captain Raymond!" 

" Did you ever see Letoiir?" 

« Letottr!" 

Philip did not altogether like the man« 
ner in which Robert answered his ques- 
tions : he thought it lookied like evasion. 
The fact was, tbat it appeared to him cer- 
tain, either that Robert must have been 
at Jaqueline's, or that he must have been 
among the. banditti ; and consequently 
had some secret motive for pretend- 
ing perfect ignpfanfce, regarding all 
transactions in wbich his daügt^ter had 
been a sharer. He struggled to be- 
lieve the ygüth ^correct and innocent, as 
he professed to be ; but, as no otber mode 
of expfanation offered to his .mind, the . 
0I4 ma.n was left in a very jlainful slate 
of suspensej from which, höwever, he , 
mada one more efFort to be reHeved. 


A R0MANC£ 2ß7 

^^ Your real name must be Pierre." 

The youth was confounded : he hesi- 
tated, blushed, and appeared like one 
convicted of some heinous offence; tut 
recovering himself answered that his 
name was truly Robert, and not Pierre. 

Seeing his confusioii in the first in- 
stance, Philip was about to embrace the 
youthy considering him as the preserver 
and restorer of his lost daughter; but 
hearing him so firmly disown that name 
which wonld have rendered him dear be- 
yond all men, the veteran's heärt was 
chiiled, and he subsided from. the pin- 
nacle of joy into an abyss of sorrow« 
His crest feil; his bosom heavecj: re- 
gardless of the solicitations of theyqutli, 
he left the apartment, and retired to 
bed. . / ' 

The good sout djd not olose bis eyes 
during the whole night; his tboughts were 
of Annette, and the manner in which Ja- 
quellne had treated Robert. 

VÖL. II. N 
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After a conflict^ in which either üpU 
nion at times preponderated, he recjon- J 
triled himself to the füU conviction, that 
his companioR could not be Pierre. 

In this instance he argoed justly s fot 
it was evident, that if he had ever seen 
the snpposed Raymond^ some recogni-^ 
tion nnist have taken place ifhen the lat- 
ter was wounded and taken. to prigon ^ 
where also Robert had seen him tSie night 
after the gang were defeated. 

Nor, iiideed, was Philip certain that 
the frisoner was the governor of the 
4brtress, as it was called, ♦wherein An- 
nette iiad been detained^ A nrnnbef 
Df' nnconcfliating circumstances tended 
to throw a veH over that part of the sub^ 
ject, and üiade him resolve to be early 
at the house of his sist^. 

He rose at break of day^and knocked 
«t Jaqueline's doot: she admitted him, 
but did not fail to «xpress her displea* 
j^re at the manner in whjdi he had quit- 


■ / 
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fed der the preceding evening. To tfaat 
^fche >old 8c4dier was indiffereat ; he en- 
quired for Annette, and being told that 
she w^as rising, seated hkndelf very con* 
tentedly; begging bis sister to Uy the 
breakfast tfaings without delay. 

The meeting of the father and the 
daughter^as highly interesting: they, 
dimg to eäch -ofiier, while their eye« 
jevinc^d those sympathetic feelings theif 
tongues were unequal to ekpress. Joy 
and sorrow, diüidence and faith, pain 
and pleaSure, were «o mingied^ as to pro* 
duce the nrost exquisite sensatk>ns. 

Jaqneline f^il^ ; biit it was ät wh^ 
she deemed the weakness of paternäl 
credtdity. ' 

Being seated at the breakfast table, 
Philip, after a short pause, dius ad-" 
dressed bis daugfater. ^ Annette, what 
was the name öf the gdvernol* to whom 
^'ou was married in the fortress?" 

** Pardon me, niy dear fatlier, from 
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the disclosure; you may call to mind 
that I solemnly pledged myself to se- 
crecy in that particular.'* 

'* True, Annette, I had forgot; and 

.ought not to have asked the question .; 

Jbut perhaps you will ijot feel any diffi- 

culty in satisfying me wbether or not bis 

name was Uayiuond ?'* 

** Father, you cannot but be sensible 
that answering one questiou^ is granting 
a liceiice foranother; but, as you might 
eonclude froni my silence that it was 
Raymond, I declare to you that was not 
bis name." 

Philip appearcd much disappointed at 
his daughter!s negative 4 he liad hoped 
that Raymond was her hushand, and had 
afa^eady m bis - miod prepared for mea^ 
0ures which should . insure iier future 
happihess. R^coIIecting .^at Raymond 
was r^ated to be the <;hief of a gang 
which harboured in the Tyrol, and tliat 
the memoirs did not exactly s^ate on 
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which bank of the Rhine^ the fortress 
stood, he asked, " Whether tho place 
where she was detained was in the Ty- 
rol, or in the Cantons ?*' 

" In the Cantons, father; and, fröm 
all I could learn, not far from the lake 
of Walstat." 

The Veteran now fuUy concUided that 
he might rely on Robert not being 
Pierre, and on his ci-devant captain not 
being the husband of Alinette. Tho.ugh' 
he would rather l>ave' ascertained the 
reverse, he feit much relief in having his 
doubts removed ; and resumed his wonted 
serenity. 

" I have provided an excelleqt Situa- 
tion for you, Annette : you are to.attend 
Madame Le Brun ; to whom I ana under 
great obligations: her husband has re- 
tained me in his employ, and has most 
generously settled on me a pensipiv that 
would maintain me comfortably." 

'* Wellj to be sure! some folks have 


/ 
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rare luck! The gentlemau must bare 
taken a huge fancy to you; and the 
lady must be very kind indeed, to take 
such notice of a poor old soklier, and to 
provide so well for bis daughter! Bui 
pray, brother, what will Madame Le 
, Brun say when she comes to hear, that 
our Annette is tfce lady of a great go- 
verndr, of a great fortress, in a great 
lü^ilderness, Gpd knows where ? Ha, ha« 
ba ! a pretty business truly ! And pray, 
Philipe where are this good gieutlemau 
and bis lady ?^ 

'' At Geselbach, to wbich place I am 
to return without delay; so, Annette» 
get ever^ thing in readiness, and we will 
proceed to-morrow. '* 

Do they liv^at Geselbach, brother?*' 
No, they are on their way to Vien» 
na i my master is ill, he has been wound- 
«d by robbers, and will probably be un- 
able to leave bis present quarters for a 
week or more.". 
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** If that be the case, father, allow me 
sc little mbre time tö prepare, and to re^ 
Cover from the indisposition under which 
I have suffered. In two br tliree days I 
ßhall be betler; the idea, of residiug an- 
der the same roof with my dear^ faiher^^ 
will contribute to my recovery r Oht 
bow happy will Annette be in daily con* 
templating the features of her worthy 
parent ; in hearing his gladdening voice j 
in witnessing his happines$; in soothing 
his cares 1 The thqught fiUs me with 
transpojt ! In the society of her beloved • 
father/iiQ care shall obtrude on the mind 
of Annette!" 

Such reasoning could aot be withstood; 
it wastherefore settled^that Philip should 
cfespatch his companion to Geselbach 
with the intelligence of Annette's in^ 
disposition, taking with him any letters 
there might be,for Monsieur Le Brun ; 
and, that, on the third morning, they^ 
should leave Constanc^ to atteod ^heir 


274 TUE DOMINICAN : 

benefactors. Philip having made knowii 
to Robert in what mariner he had ar- 
ranged, that youth readily acquiesced 
in the propriety of his plan^ and in- 
stantly accompanied^him to the post- 
ofSce, to enquire if any letters had ar- 
fived for Monsieur X,e Brun. 

The office-keeper handed to him a 
parcel of letters that had come at various 
times ta the office, desiring him to see 
if there were any for the person he 
named. There was not even one; but 
Philip obsierved three for the Compte de 
St, Hilare. He made no doubt but they 
were for the Chevalier 5 who,he supposed^ 
^ight have sücceeded to some estate 
and fitle^ therefore he paid the postage, 
and put thera iuto his pocket. 

" Do you know the Compte de St. 
Hilaire?" said Hobert, 

Philip was rather perplexed, but an- 
swered "Doubtless^ or I should not take 
his letters. " 
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" The iiame is unknown in these 
parts ;" Said the office-keeper; " does the 
gentleman reside in the Cantons ?" 

Philip . sighed— Robert's looks were 
eager; they seemed to demand an an- 
swer to the question^. to which an affirm- 
ative %vas> at length^ given. 

Tbat matter heing settied, tHe two tra- 
vellers retumed to the inn;.when Robert, 
after a cördial shake of Üie band, mount-^ 
ed bis horse, and galloped away on the 
road to Geselbäch; whiie Philip pro- 
ceeded to vLsit several of his old friends, 
wbo welcomed bim sincerdj to their 
little babitations. One qf them insisted 
on bis taking a bed at bis bouse -y, an offer 
to wbich Philip readily^ asseüted ;. as he 
should be more comfortably intuated j» and 
incur less. expence^ He prodently ob- 
served strict silence regardinjg, the affiürs 
o£ bifr. famüy,. wbidi be sömt* petceived 
bad been ridiculoudy blaiMoied abfoa4 
by. bv5 incautious mt&r : . wha was, lEtr Üit 

N.5 
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same time^ extremely fond of cpllecf tng 
all the scandal of tlie töwn. 

The time of d^parture being ärrived> 
and an ex<!eirent pülion fitted to the 
horse^ Annette appeared atthe door^ for 
the ütst time since her tying'^iu» with her 
Ibundle,^ The oelghbours all jflocked to 
their wuidolv^^ and entrances» under thQ 
kifliience of idle enriosity, to see her take 
[ hei* departure. Her father was alxKit to 
mount: but slü^ reminded hkn that as 
yet $he had Hot vbit^ the grave in which 
her Infant was deposited. 

JPbilip instantly le^ her to the buriäU 
j^lace^ and pointed ont to her a stcme he 
liad eaused^ anknawn to her, to beplaced 
ov«r> the little innocent. . 

The IciiHhiesB was nat tfarowa away^ 

AxuMtie bunt into te^s; aad kneeling 

I4liis fi^eit/befiide the faumble record öf 

" %Bp iw Br, gate-a loof^i to affection for the 

l^be» 4indi gntitOGte to^er sire. 

iflß&güu cobBtitvtim was juait ptoof 
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against so forcible an assault: he was 

agitated; but rallying as much forti* 

tude as bis weakness could command, 

fae maintSained a kind of stand against 

bis fectlings; and, after a desparatestrug- 

gle, made a sbift to claim the victory. 

Gently supportiug bis. daughter, he led 

her from a scene repletö witb anguisb, 

smd amid the gaping neigbbours^ nian3r 

of whom, forgetting the law» of delicacy, 

fipproached, tb witness Annetta's dejec- 

tion, he placed her securely behind bim : 

^idding fsurewel to Jaqueline, who was 

not a little rejoieed at the departure oC 

ber niece» he quitted Constance, firmly 

resolviog, never agaia to enteaEi witbiiic 

it# wallsT 

They dfscoursed"inuch,on thfeir jöurney 
regarding the circumstahces. whkb had 
placed Philip in. tbe family of Monsieur 
£ie Bnrn: the recital- intcmsted. Annette 
extremely: she already feit an attaebi* 
ment to that gentlenaan^ and congratii- 
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l^ted her father on the good fortune which 
had provided both for herseif, and for him, 
in so enviable a mannen Prudence forbad 
Philip's going tbrongh SuGal: hetook 
a eircuit through the adjacent country, 
alon^ the numberless bye-paths, and 
viewed ffom a distance the lofly spires 
and towers of that ancient pile ; of whose- 
inhaBitantft he entertained no very fa* 
Tourabk opinion| 

Annette enquited why he went so far 
abont, instead of going the direct road? 

'• lam not very partial^to those same 
Doioainic^ns: there is. a certain^ kind of 
hidf and seek busipess- amcmg them, 
which ill suits their calling, I have 
taken a great avei:sion to the whole 
tribe.* 

*' ]^i|t St Gal is eelebrated' for its nu*> 
merous devotees^ and surely^ father^ 
among so many^ tbere miist be som« 
good men." , - . 

" There niay^ Annette ji but^ if repoit 
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^ be true, St. Gal woulcl not fiirn Jsh enough 
to ävert an angel's^^ 'enger : my experi- 
ence regarding its bfötherhood induee.s 
me to avoid being sis^.among them. If 
tny. memoiy does nd^ fail me^ the monk 
who visitedthe fbrtress was fromi St, Gal : 
a eircumstance whichjby nomeans pleads 
in bis favour." 1: . 

The recollection öt*bat monk's con- 
duct, threw a gloom over the counte- 
nance, and af&icted the heart, of . the ^se- 
teran^s daughter: confused retrospec* 
tion ofFered to her fancy a repetitiojti of 
all the horrors she had experienced when 
£he was quitting her Chamber- in the 
fortress, and induced a melancholy which 
Philip could not ^1 to perceiye; and 
to dissipate which he nrged his horse 
forwärd to Herissaw» 

Having taken some refreshment, they 
remounted^ and entered Geselbach too 
late to announce their arrival. to Mon* 
BieurLeBrun» They were accommodated 
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at the little auberge» where Philip had 
met the poor woman he engaged to at-r 
tend captain Raymond. After having 
seen that his daughter was properly at* 
tended^ Philip directed his attention to 
those objects which had occasioned him 
so much solicitude, prcTious to his de- 
parture fbr Constance. The landlord 
infoimed him that Monsieur Le Brun 
was considerably better ; that the wannd« 
ed Chief was dangeronsly iU; and that 
the petson who had been engaged to 
attend him, had proved so extremely 
obnexions» that she was forbid to enter. 
tbe prison;. in consequence c^ whicbr 
it was supposdd she had lett the town;^ 
none oi the iahabitänts ha>(ing seen hßt 
ß>r the last two. days. 

The good man. ww extrefndy grievedt 
at tba st^fi^ings of Raymond i though, 
he wottld ratfaer hare heard of his de* 
inise^r tban see him Kving under tbe ex« 
pectatkm ef bemg treate)! witb tlie ut«> 
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most rigO)ir of thc law. Philip well 
knew, that, if once founcl guilty^ which 
must inevitably be the case sbould Moh-. 
sieur Le Brun istay to prosecfite» hi& 
quondaiai officer musk suffer. It there"^ 
fore seemed an indispensable duty in 
bim» to use all bis influence with bis 
master, to procura bis forbearance £rom. 
tbose measures wbich must be attended 
with fatal consequences to tbe prisoner. 

Füll ofthat Intention^ be retired to rest^ 
and participated in^ that sound repose 
wbich ordinarily attends tbose blessed 
with benevt>lent dispositions» and wboee 
consciences are exempt from tbe re^ 
proaches of iniqoity. Annette, being 
much fatigned witfa her jouraey, soon 
forgot her caras: she awaked in tbe 
morning perfectly refreshed, and eager 
to be introduced tö her new patrons. 

Her fatber knowing Ihst tbe iamily 
were noi yery early risers^^ took i^sf^ op"* 
portnnity of calBng on tbe wounded iiMh^ 
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tenant, whom he foiind extremely weak 
and emaciatedy bat in good spirits, and 
likely to be soon out of the doctor's hatids. 
The galjant y cmth received the oW soldier 
with open arms; caused: him to take a 
seat^ and enquired in the ktndest manner 
after his family : he interrogated him re* 
garding the time he had been in the 
French service, how and ' where he had 
lost his limb, and on many other points 
nataralty occurring to one of an ardent 
spirit, and enthosiastic in his professipn. 

Philipps a4iswers raised him. in. the Heu- 
fenant's estimation^ tiie latter.drew forth 
his purse, and ofTered thevetepan a medal; 
whieh had. been^giyen by< tiie unfortunate 
Louis, to an officei^whöhadtHstinguished 
himself in America under the command 
of Fayette» 

Philip viewed* it with inexpressible de- 
light, but retnrned it, observing, that, as a 
medal, it was a curiosity more.calculated 
for thit cabinets of . the curious thanthet 
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piirse of a poor soldier. In vain did th^ 
officer press him to accept it: Philip was 
inflexible: " Consider, " said he^ " that 
persons who should see it in my posses- 
sion, might impute to me the honour of 
baving earned it ; and I must either ta- 
citly admit the imposition, or be at the 
trouble of disproving my claim to that 
distinction it was intended to confcr." 

The lieutenant viewed Avith astonisb- 
ment a maa of such pure integrity, and 
who bore so conspicuous a proof of bra* 
very^ wandering as an exile from that 
country, which owed so much to bis ex- 
alted courage, and distinguished fidelity. 

*' I conclude," said he^ '* your discharge 
was couched in lionourable terms r" 

*^ Certainly," replied Philip, 4n a tone 
of conscious merit, ** they could do no 
Jess : but you shall see it." 

The parchment case was agäin produc* 
ed, and the ragged certificate tendered to 
the officer's pefusal. He read it with ex* 
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treme satisfaction, and when he observed 
by whom it was subscribedj exclaimed 
" Frederic St. Hilairel" 

" Yes, Sir, that was the name of th^ 
officer who commanded the Company." 

The lieutenant cast bis eyes on ihe 
paper, looked at Philip, again examined 
the docuraent, and again surveyed every 
feature of the veteran. 

** What is become of the Chevalier ?**' 

• « 

Philip was throwu into a stränge dU 
lemma by the unexpected question : tbiß- 
eagerness expressed in tha lieutenantV 
countenance, fully convinced bim, thafc 
some account of the Chevalier *s .feta 
was a desideratum of consideraUe mo« 
ment : how to evade without telling a 
lie was the first consideration ; but that 
appeared next to impossibte* 

^^ The last tim^ I he^üd oT hiro," said 
Philip, ^' he was alive." 

" Did you hear where he was?" 

^^ I heard Sir, tb^t he had not quitted 
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the profession of arms^ but I was not 
informed exactiy as to the rank he beld." 

^ 'Tis strftnge there are ho accounts 
of him/' Said thd lieutenant 

Philip thought he had already equivo- 
cated too much; therefore, he judged it 
prudent to forfaear firom further conversa^ 
tion on the subject. He arose from his 
seat, and put foipth his band to receive the 
certificate» which tho lieutenant, after 
9gain perusing it^ seemed reluctant to 
return. 

*^ You are going with Monsieur Le 
Brun to Vienna, I think?'* 

^*Yes,Sir.» 

^^ Before you leare Geselbach I jsball 
trouble you with a letter to a friend^ who 
will take a lively intarest in your weHare^ 
make a point of calling to receive it, lest 
I should forget to send it to you." 

Philip bowed obedience ; . and afler 
thanking the officer for his kindness, re« 
turned to the auberge, where he found 
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Annette on tip-toe ta proceed to the 
merchant's, at whose house Monsieur Le 
JBrun was lodged. They accordingljr 
walked thither, and wäre no sooner de- 
scried hy Avxil, who was brushing bis 
master's snrtout in the court before the 
house, than the honest African quitted 
his occupation, exclaiming " Massa Phi- 
lip, massa PhHlp !"embracing the veteraa 
in the most afFectionate manner. 

So overjoyed was he, that it was witb 
difficulty he contained himself 5 suddenly- 
quitting the veteran^ he rati up stairs, 
and rushing int<v the apartment where 
hismaster and mistress and their friendly 
ßost were at breakfast, Iie» ahnost frantic 
witb exuHation, again exciaimed, " Massa 
RnHp, massa Philip P' 

His sudden entrance/ and the agita« 
tion he was in, at first alarmed the fa« 
mily; but the joy whiclv beamed in his 
eye, quickly gave them to understand 
there was no reasgn for apprehension». 
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^ So, Philip is at last arrived," said the 
xaunt. 

•• Iss Massa ; him bring him daughter 
too: me teil him come up?" 

" Certainly," said the countess. 

Philip, in a manner that would have 
done credit to the best bred man in tlie 
kingdom, introduced his blushing daugh- 
ter to the countess ; who was extremely 
j)}eased with her appearance. All parties 
were indeed highly gratified, but none 
niore thaa the grateful soldier, vvbo feit 
iiiexpres^ible delight at seeing his bene- 
factor so much recovered. 

" You ^re arrived in excellent time/* 
said the count, *' for to-morxow we in-^ 
tend proceeding to Appenzel; it being 
extremely inconvenient £or Che surgeou 
to come htther d^iiy to visit m^'self, and 
the worthy officer who shar^d in , our 
misfortune. Our young friend Robert 
is gone forward, with a letter from our 
Jcind host, to prepare lodgings^ in wihich 


tve shall very probably remain a fbf t- 
night.*' 

** I rejoice, Sir/' atiswered Philip^ *' at 
your being able to travel^ and hope yoü 
will find benefit from the change. We 
should have arrived before> bat my poor 
Annette has been at death's door, and it 
would have been unwarrantable in me 
to have quitted Constance earlier: I 
hope Mr. Robert told you the cause of 
our delay.*' 

" He did, n\y good ifriend; and I agree 
with yoU in the propriety of not endan- 
gering her health by hurryiog her from 
home. ' Her countfenahce assüres me she 
IS a good girl, and worthyöf so^amiable 
a parent. Madame will take proper 
measuf es for hei^ acGommodation when 
we arrive at Appenzel ; *till which we 
mui^t endeavour to obtain iodging for 
her somewhere in the town. '* 

Philip explained how they had beek 
«ituated the preceding n\ght, and pro-^ 
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posed that Annette shoiild stay with 
him at the auberge, while the party re- 
mained at Geselbach ; to which the count 
and his lady readily assented, as it would 
save much trouble, and that Annette 
seemed pleased with the idea of being 
under the same, roof with her father. 

Having settled that point^ the Veteran 
and Annette took their leave, and re- 
turned to the auberge, where the lattei* 
remained while Philip went to the prison 
to see the reputed Raymond. 

^* The jailor met him at the inner gate^ 
and, on being inter rogated as to the che« 
valier 's health, gruffly answered, ^' Don*t 
bother me afoout the villain ; go and see 
him die." 

Philip shuddered at the inteHtgence, 
and was not a little hurt at the unfeel*^ 
ing manner in whtch it was delivered; 
but he knew . remonstrance was useless 
0n such an occasion, and that the least 
expression of resentment wouid infallif 
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biy occasioa his being denied access to 
the prisoaer: he therefore proceeded to 
the door of the cell^ which was closed; 
and having tapped with his finger, receiv- 
ed the chevalier*s pennission to enter; 
though in a tone which made Philip 
despair of his recovery. 

The unfortunate man was seated upon 
the edge of the bed, fronting the door : 
his wan looks, added to a certain debility 
which attended even the motion of his 
simken eyes^ seemed to announce his 
hopeless condition^ and to rerify the 
jailor^s words. 

Philip drew back ; he could scarce 
believe it was the same person he had left, 
not a week before, in all the amplitude of 
corporeal vigour. The Chevalier fixed 
his eyes upon him, and^after a little 
cousideration^ seeming to recoguize his 
fiüthful pr^server, bent down his head, 
and uttered a most melancholy groan. 

The Veteran approached, kgelt before 
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him» töok ' his hfind^ and pres^ it tö his 
Ups. ' «I 

The ' chevfaljer dowljr raised his>he^d» 
again looked on Philipps cauntenanoe^ 
shpok his hand with extreiüQ agitation^ 
as tliough to ekpress His grateful sense of 
the öld soldier^s kindhess ; and^ in a hollow 
voice» said^ " Generous* Armiand !" 

By degrees the poor man fecovered, 
aad after a while assented to receive a 
]ittle nourishnient, which Philip propoised 
to bring over from the auberge. ^* You 
want s^rength/' said he : " a little good 
brothi and ä chopin of old wine, will 
restore yöu : comfort ybuf seif ; times may 
mend. Who knows what the morrow may 
bring? Possibly>these letter?, which Ifound 
at tbe^^post-office in Constanöe, coivtain 
some intelligence that mäy . plekse yoü^ 
take them ; they may amoae youlwhiiel 
prc^re you spme food./' 

T^e.cheVfiliQr ecöiiW scarcäsly read the 
superscriptions -, but was Struck with asj^ 
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tonuhmentatliieerroche peroeivedPliüip 
häd committed, in delivering the lettera to 
bim/ iniiieäd of tlie coünt^ ts^ whom he 
9WSW they wBre intended» Kit !he jaid 
not ^ Word to Philip oa that subject; 
iatending to avail himself of ^May com» 
inunication they might a&rd wherel^ 
his object might be attained. 

Tfaough he did not expect to derive 
any benefit irom the contents of the 
letters^ he thought it best to read them : 
Ibis he did with extreme difficulty, for 
his, Visual facalties were much impaired^ 
in consequence of the res(dution he had 
formed» radier to perish tbrough forbear» 
aace from food, than under the hands of 
the executioner. That forbearance had 
hronght him nearly to the grave ; yet 
had> in alt probabUity, been the means 
{>f ävoiding the fever which/it was to be 
apprehended, would attend the vkient 
lilow fae had received from Avrü's bkm- 
derbuss. 


'The perusal of the first letter seemed 
not to affect the Chevalier; bat the secoiui 
was jQQore interesting: he read it over 
repeatedly; his cotmtenance became ani» 
mated» and he seemed to look fonyard 
to the consummation of some eveht oa 
which his saSety was depejidant. The 
third letter was opeoed: during its perusal 
Indignation was marked in every fea«; 
ture ; he arose from the bed side> and in 
a slow/ pensive manner, his brows knit^ 
and his eyes sternly directed towards tlie 
ground> appeared to ruminate npoii its 
Contents. ' 

Philip now returne<i^ and was not a 
little snrprised» a^jte ascended ihe stair$> 
to hear the d^ of fetters in the die- 
valier's cellj but» when the door was 
opened» and he saw the prisoner pacing 
the little Space between the bed and the 
wall» the Teteran was overjoyed. 

'* Ah^ Siiv how happy I am to see you 
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abie to walk : I had begau to fear jötir 
marches and countermarches wefe over/^ 

The Chevalier was recalled to the re- 
collection of the good man'^ .kindness 
^y the apostrophe: he smiledfimd» de- 
siring him to put down the bs&on '^h a 
stoolj that stood by the head of the bed^ 
closed the door^ and resitme^ bis former 
seat. 

" How does your master do, Philip ? I 
hope he is out of danger?** 

^^ Thank God^ Sir, be is bravely : I saw 
him this' morning, and to-morröw shaU 
accompany him to Appenzel/^ • 

The Chevalier seemed surprised ;. he was 
for aminute or two absorbed in thought, 

« 

and, in a tone of alarm, tinctured with 
disappointment, replied, " To-morrow !'* 

'* Yes, Sir; Monsieur Le Briin means to 
proceed to-morrow to Appenzel, where 
he will probably remain a foftnight to 
oomplete his recovery. *' , 

*VTo-morrow r* repeated the Chevalier, 


I 


seßißkmgly concemed at the C^unt's early 
departiire. 

** I woukl he could sta^^ for one or. 
two day$ more; it .Would be a great 
€K>n«o}9tion to me. I thinjk if my wish 
were intimated to him he would coosent 
to delay his joumey : then should I die 
inpeaeer' 

'* Yöu may assure yourself^ Sir, that 
I will aequaii^ him with your desire; to 
whi<^ he, fiio doubt» 1^ readily aecede/' ' 

" Do so, Philip; and in the eveiit of . 
aoy difficulty bein^ opposed to my te^ 
quest, teil him — •" Th^ Chevalier p^iused ^: 
"Teil him — nc^~he will not refuse to 
comply with the last prayer of a dyin^ 
manr 

The old soldier was too nHich afiected: 
to make *ßy r^ply j he placed the little 
8tt>oI,.on wluoh was tlie bason of broth^ 
brfore theprisonet, «od restiag on one 
hatc, tendejred ih« apoo^ to to ytse, Th« 

o3 
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phevalier, as he accepted it from the ye-: 
teran's hand^ smiled; it was the smile of 
gratitudey of one pleased and flattered^ 
by kindness and attention. 

** How long have you been with 
Monsieur Le Brun ?" 
• " About ten or twelvedays: be took 
me into bis service the evening we ar- 
rived at Geneva/* 

** You are, no doubt» much. attached 
to bim: he bears an excellest charae- 
ter." 

" True; he is tbe best of mlen. Not 

content with relieviiig me from distress^ 

he sent me to Constance to bring my 

' daughter, that she might be placed in 

his lady's service." 

^^ Your daughter !** 

" YeSj she arrived with me iast night; 
and was presented thie moming to'Ma- 
dame^ who appeared greatly satisfied> 
^ith hers bat has d^ired sbe might re« 


main at the auberge for thle^ present, as 
there is not accommodation for her at 
Monsieur Pierard'si? 

The cheyalier tasted the broth; it was 
esccellent: the . encomitims he expressed 
were cordials to the heart of Philip, wbo' 
now began to hope that health might 
be restored : but, looking round the 
cell, smd perceiving every thing in con- 
fiision, hespeedily set all to rights» and 
seemed ektted at having the opportunity 
of displaying his attachmient. 
u :" Ab, Philip!", said the. Chevalier, « I 
have missed you gfeatly since you went 
to Constance ! . not one kind word have 
I heard ; not one kind look has been cast* 
tOWardsme!" 

<' I was in hopes, sir, that the woman 
Ihired— " 

The Chevalier started- — ^he appeared 
in horror. 

« ph ! Philip ! Philip J"-^ 


» ■ 

This was aU Gteek to the old soidier i, 
urho^ not having heard any thing on the 
subject from his landlord, could not ima- 
gtn^ what had occurred; Hts curiosity 
was raised; but fear of agitating the che« 
valier caused him to withhold from put* 
ting a multitude <^ questions that tbrong- 
ed to his tongue'i end*. H^ was,, how* 
eyer, partiatly relieved by the foUowing 
Short dialogue, whlch took place so soott 
as the Chevalier^ ntindwas in söme mear 
sure tranquillized« 

"What is become of Üiat unfortanate 
being ? I mean the woman. you ap-« 
pointed ' t^ attend me dliring yoiur ab- 
sence." 

" Really, sir, I know not; bat oay 
landlord told me she staid a veryshert 
time with hiiQ, and that she has tkOt 
besn Seen by any of the towns-pec^le. 
for some days past." 

«VPoor fKHiir* tiäjoindL the^obettüier^ 
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^ I fear her ititellects are much de- 
ranged: possibly by this time she may 
be nomoreP' 

• " If your honour pleases, I will ehdea- 
Your to trace her, I dare say she — -^" 
. " Not for the wörld, Philip ! Oh God ! 
Oh God! thy ways are inscnitable !— 
Poor sottl!— rpoor soul !" 

The Veteran now began to think, that 
either the blow on the head^ or the sense 
of his forlorn Situation^ had deranged his 
eld ofTicer's understanding, and that' the 
woman had left him froih the apprehen-^ 
ston of his doing her some injury. Con« 
gidering however lüuch recovered he 
appeared to be, yet that his Situation 
was desperate, am! that he was in düty 
boündto urgethe Cöunt's stayforaday' 
or.two, as the - chevalier had requested, 
PhiKp took away the empty bason, and 
promising that he would speedily return 
with MoHsieur Le Brunos answer^ went 
to the auberge^ where he conununicated 
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to his daughter the miserable State & 
which he had left the prisoner. 

Annette meited into tears at there- 
eital 5 she urged hier father to.press their 
master's acquiescence to the unfortUT 
nate tnan^s solicitatiön's adding, '^ I will 
be his nurse, and eitber restore him ta 
health^ or see himdescend in peace to the 
grave.** 

Philipps soul was warmed by his daugii-» 
ter's benevolence^ he kissed the tear from 
her cheek^ and thftnked her fbr the de- 
claration she had made« 

Though Annette knew not the secret 
motives whleh cansed him to rejoice at 
her proposal^ she knew her father's heart 
was ever open to pitj^ and she gipried in 
her resemblance to him in possessing that 
virtoe ; she anticipated mneh pleasnre 
in mirsing that maa for whose wei&re 
her father appeared so mueh interested ; 
and lost no tinie in arranging sonie littie 
mattehs» whereby she thought her patient 
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would receive either cönaolation» br be* 
öefit. ., s - ' 

" Avril, can I be permitlöd tö speak 
to your master?" 

^^ Iss ; what him Philip want lo ihassa?^ 

*^ I have a^message to deliver to him 
Irom tbe wounded prisoner: he cännot 
live long, änd it would be a greot con*» 
Miation^ if Monsieur Le Brun woutd de^ 
fer bis journey to Appehzel for a däy ot 
two." 

*^ Him prisoner, d — n rogue, what 
for mas$a stay more long, mak^ please 
to great cut-throat rascal ? dat not good : 
me tink massa not stay for see him die. 
You not speak to massa — dat not good 
you speak to massa/' 

Philip was not to be diverted from bis 
t)bjecft by any arguments Avril could use; 
he-was determined to see the cöunt even 
at the f isk of his displeasure : he feit that 
be was gratifying, if not serving, a man 
in distress; a man whom be had formerly 
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sefnliosun)re4^aiHi respeci^; but/wbo 
was now caUumniated and despised : 
Aereforf , ; rßgafdl^s of what might'be 
the opinions of the crowdy he > was re- 
0Olved ta ptrseyere in 4;he'caii^ he had 
und^taken. 

Avril 4tid not fett, when hß delivered 
Fhi^p's inessage, to acquaint his master 
With tl^ object of the solicited interview. 
The count stared ; his lady frowiied, and 
Monsieur Pierard looked grave : all were 
for a while silent. 
. The .count desired tbat Philip iniglit 

be oalled in. , - 

• 

There was a something in the air of 
Monsieur Le Brun wjiicb, at once, told 
the Veteran, that Avrii had contibinuni- 
cated what was about to be asked in 
favour of the Chevalier ; and that somie- 
ihing also^ gavcrhirn to understand, tliat 
the result would, in all probability, by no 
xneans correspond with his pwn wishes. 
That, however, did not discourage the 


A ROMANCE. 303 

good man: he had never been intimi- 
dated by the enemies of his coutitry; 
why, then, was he to shrink from an act 
of humanity ? 

" This is rather an unseasonable re- 
nnest, Philip; especially from ,a man 
who has so basely attempted my life." 

*^ Then, sir, you will ^lave ^Ihe mor^ 
merit in complying with it." ; 

" But what good is to result to the 
prisoner from my acquiescence?" 

Philip was silent for a moment.— 
*^ With regard to any benefit, I cannot 
say ; but, sir, he cannot live long ; and it 
would console him in the hour of death 
to think, that he had received your for- 
givenesHS ; that you had '^ 

Philip did not know how to express- 
his meaning : his heart was füll, and he 
was hurt to think, that any objeetion 
should be made to a request^ which to 
him appeared so reasonable. At length 
he resolved to place the niatter on such a 
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footing as sbould in<luce his master ta 
overrule, both bis own scruples, and the 
admonitions of Monsieur Pierard> bis 
lady> and Avril ; all of whom were ex-, 
tremely averse to the Count's listening 
to any req«est, or Suggestion," of what- 
ever näturey that. might originale with 
Raymond. 

Much was argued against giving an 
dssent to the Chiefs solicitation, and the 
matter W£us; apparently decided in the 
negative^ when the Veteran resolved to 
supply the sense of what^ he doubted not^ 
wa;s about to be delivered to him by the 
Chevalier» who had abruptly interr upted 
himself» at a time when some expressions 
of import evidently were on the brink 
of utterance ; therefore Philip . thought 
there could be no härm in interpreting 
for him; which he did» by informing Mon- 
sieur Le Brun^ that ^' the prisotier hod 
something of great moment to disclote 
to him." 
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*' Do yoii know what it relates to?" 

" No, sir, he would not trust me with 
the secret/* 

The whole party were astonished; 
Avril, however, significantly shook hi& 
head, and, looking his master füll in the 
face, Said to him, " What man kill other 
man, that man not good man; always 
tricky, tricky me not him massif sfee him 
captain Raymond.'* 

The CpuAt smiied, but resolved to pro- 
ceed to the prison, where, by Conference 
with the supposed captain, he might pos- 
sibly receive information which shöuld 
avert further danger : he therefore, though 
much against the opinion of his lady and 
Monsieur Pierard, dismissed Philip with 
a message that he would visit the 
prisoner. 

END OF VOL. XU 
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